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SEPTEMBER 11TH, 2018, The Three Forks City Council met in session at City 

Hall at 206 Main Street, and was presided over by Mayor Steven B. 

Hamilton.  Mayor Hamilton called the meeting to order at 7:02 P.M. for the 

FIRST meeting of SEPTEMBER 2018. 

 

 

PRESENT: Council members George Chancellor, Deb Mickelberry, Teri 

Whitesitt, Gene Townsend, Ed Tharp and Dennis Nelson were all present.  

City Clerk Crystal Turner, City Treasurer Kelly Smith, and City Attorney 

Susan Swimley were also present. 

 

The record reflects a quorum was present, with the attendance of six (6) 

council members, and the meeting was held. 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag was led by Mayor Hamilton.  

The Mayor reminded the public that the meeting was being recorded and for 

all those present to review the policies of conduct on the back on the 

agenda. 

 

 

GUESTS: Gloria Howland, James Hill. 

 

 

The Mayor called for any PUBLIC COMMENTS/CONCERNS not on the agenda.  

James Hill spoke regarding being attacked by a dog while walking through 

town on September 2, 2018.  This was during the day, right on Main Street, 

and the dog’s owner was present at the time.  The dog came up and bit his 

shirt, ripped it then ran away.  Mr. Hill told the people on the property 

the dog attacked him and warned the people he had the right to shoot it in 

the head [for being aggressive].  This created an argument whereas another 

person drew a gun and threatened Mr. Hill.  Mr. Hill called the cops and 

filed a report, and he is licensed to carry a weapon.  He asked what his 

rights are in regards to being threatened, or if he had shot the dog would 

he have been in trouble for firing a gun within the city limits? 

 

Susan Swimley explained when there is a complaint which occurs without an 

officer witnessing the incident – such as brandishing a firearm and 

threatening someone is a felony – the officer must investigate first and 

turn the incident over to the County Attorney.  “Just because you have not 

seen this individual arrested yet, does not mean it is not being 

investigated or dealt with,” Susan said.  She continued, “Yes, you have 

the right to defend yourself if an animal attacked you but you are correct 
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that there is a city ordinance regarding firing a firearm in the city 

limits.  Were you to do that, it would be up to the discretion of the 

officer investigating and making the recommendation to pursue charges.” 

 

Mr. Hill stated this is the second time he has been attacked by a dog in 

this town, and he knows of others who have also been attacked.  Gloria 

Howland explained she has also been threatened by loose dogs and she now 

carries a tazer for that precise reason. 

 

Mayor Hamilton stated he would discuss this with Sgt. McDonough.  He then 

introduced the Consent Agenda. 

 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

Approval of the Following: 

a) Claim to Mail Utility Bills in the Amount of $157.74 

b) City Claims per List 

c) Three Forks Rodeo Arena Claims per list 

d) Meeting Minutes from 08/28/2018 

 

Crystal Turner explained the minutes have been amended since being emailed 

and posted on the website last Friday.  The change was made to the two 

voting in opposition to the fencing ordinance. 

 

Councilman Nelson moved to approve the Consent Agenda.  Councilman 

Chancellor seconded the motion.  There were no public or Council comments. 

Motion Passed Unanimously. 

 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

Public Hearing and Decision on a Second Reading of an Ordinance Creating 

Definition and Use of Public Areas Known as “Parks” in Title 8, and 

Establishing a Reservation Process for Private Use 

Mayor Hamilton stated he would not be reading this ordinance into the 

record in its entire content again unless the public or Council requests 

him to do so.  No one requested the ordinance to be read again. 

 

Councilman Nelson moved to approve Ordinance #382-2018, an ordinance of 

the City of Three Forks creating a definition and use of public areas 

known as “parks” in Title 8, and establishing a reservation process for 

private use.  Councilwoman Whitesitt seconded the motion.  There were no 

public or Council comments. 
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Motion Pass Unanimously. 

 

Public Hearing and Decision on a Resolution Renaming Milwaukee Park to 

“John Q. Adams Milwaukee Park” 

Mayor Hamilton noted this would be Resolution #294-2018 if approved, then 

read the entire resolution into the record. 

 

Gene Townsend stated when he presented this request at the last meeting, 

he misspoke calling this “John Q. Adams Railroad Park”.  After confirming 

the support of the Council to the Historical Society they corrected him it 

should be named “John Q. Adams Milwaukee Park”.   

 

Public Comment: Crystal Turner read a letter of opposition into the record 

from Velma McGlothin. 

 

Gene Townsend explained there is very little city resources used: there is 

currently no sign naming this park so no new signage would be required.  

However, as stated at the previous meeting the Historical Society is 

looking to add a sign but they would pay for that signage.  The Historical 

Society has utilized many grant resources to install the sprinkler system, 

to update the depot building, volunteers have replanted flowers and sod 

which was paid for with donations, and the Arbor Day Grant the City is 

recipient of annually used some of its funds to plant a new tree in 

Milwaukee Park this past year.  All of that was not City of Three Forks 

taxpayer dollars. 

 

Councilwoman Whitesitt made a motion to approve Resolution 294-2018, a 

resolution of the Three Forks City Council renaming Milwaukee Park to John 

Q. Adams Milwaukee Park.  Councilwoman Mickelberry seconded the motion.  

There was not public or Council discussion. 

Motion Passed Unanimously. 

 

 

REPORT OF OFFICERS 

Kelly Smith reported on vandalism occurring around town.  Recently, the 

Clerk ListServe discussed this as well.  Many cities use game cams for 

working remotely and working in the cold weather in hopes to catch some of 

vandals.  She just brought this up to suggest to the Council if it wished 

to budget for that next year. 

 

Crystal Turner reported the City has been inundated with zoning questions, 

both on the phone and walk-in customers asking what they can do on various 
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properties.  Crystal has been helping Kelly Smith with zoning 

applications.  She is also trying to finish compiling the budget 

documentation to send to State.  She has also worked on sending out 

business, beer/wine, and full liquor license renewal letters. 

 

Susan Swimley had nothing to report. 

 

 

REPORT OF COUNCIL COMMITTEES 

There were no Council Committees to report. 

 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

There was no unfinished business. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Opening of Proposals Received for Heavy Equipment Procurement Company 

The Mayor asked Kelly Smith to explain the request for this proposal.  

Kelly explained Sourcewell is the only company which has submitted any 

information although this was published on our website, at the Plans 

Exchange and in the Bozeman Daily Chronicle.  Sourcewell is a cooperative 

purchasing company which goes out and helps review and vet the best 

companies and prices on heavy equipment.  Susan Swimley added they are 

actually a governmental entity governed by the board of directors of the 

State of Minnesota.  Gene Townsend asked that Sourcewell meets the State 

of Montana laws governing purchases.  Susan replied yes, they do meet the 

purchasing requirements of the State of Montana laws.  For every single 

item we are looking for, they do the bidding requirements to ensure each 

entity using them gets the best deal.  Kelly Smith added being a member of 

Sourcewell is free. 

 

Councilman Townsend moved to accept the proposal.  Councilman Nelson 

seconded the motion.  There were no public comments.  Gene Townsend added 

he spoke with Wendell Ewan about this who said having a company already 

vetted is a real time saver for Wendell as he would spend a couple hours 

touring or viewing equipment at a company’s site.  Most equipment requires 

a few tours like this which could use up an entire day.  Wendell is happy 

to have another entity perform this research on behalf of the City. 

Motion Passed Unanimously. 
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PUBLIC COMMENTS/CONCERNS (not on the agenda) 

James Hill commented on the vandalism.  He was surprised to hear Kelly 

Smith report the parks have been vandalized, yet he sees more vandalism at 

people’s homes.  Spray painting on the houses, and signs on porches and 

cars with political agendas, PTSD warnings, etc.  Kelly Smith explained 

she is aware of one home with spray painting on the exterior of the house 

because of safety - the inside is caving in and has been broken into.  It 

will probably be torn down but that is why the owner has spray painted the 

outside.  

 

 

MAYOR & COUNCIL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Teri Whitesitt thanked the firefighters for staying out fighting fires 

last night until 4AM and then still got up and headed to their day jobs.  

She thanked all volunteers for their help. 

 

The Mayor reminded all that the school will not be holding the bonfire for 

their homecoming celebrations because of fire danger.  They will play 

against Townsend for volleyball on Thursday, and the football game will be 

against Red Lodge on Friday night. 

 

 

AGENDA ITEMS FOR NEXT COUNCIL MEETING: 9/25/2018 

There are no items scheduled at this time. 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mayor Hamilton asked if there was any other item to come before the 

Council tonight and if not for a motion to adjourn.  Councilman Nelson 

moved to adjourn.  Councilman Tharp seconded the motion.  There was no 

public comment.    

Motion Passed Unanimously. (7:31 P.M.) 

 

 

 

               

Steven B. Hamilton, Mayor    Crystal Turner, City Clerk 


