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MAY 14TH, 2019, The Three Forks City Council met in session at City Hall at 

206 Main Street and was presided over by Mayor Steven B. Hamilton.  Mayor 

Hamilton called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. for the FIRST meeting of 

MAY 2019. 

 

PRESENT: Council members Deb Mickelberry, Teri Whitesitt, Gene Townsend, 

Steve Dahl, and Dennis Nelson were present.  George Chancellor was 

excused.  City Treasurer Kelly Smith and City Attorney Susan Swimley and 

were also present. City Clerk Crystal Turner was excused. 

 

The record reflects a quorum was present, with the attendance of five (5) 

council members, and the meeting was held. 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag was led by Mayor Hamilton.  

He reminded the public the meeting was being audio recorded. 

 

GUESTS: Broadwater County Sheriff Wynn Meehan, Broadwater County Sheriff 

Deputy Loran Carosella, Mel Hamilton, Shelley Dahl and Brady Dahl. 

 

Mayor Hamilton asked for any PUBLIC COMMENTS/CONCERNS not on the agenda.  

Seeing none, he introduced the CONSENT AGENDA. 

 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

A. Approval of the Following: 

1. Claim Paid due to Timeliness to Mail Utility Billing on 
4/30/2019 in the Amount of $135.64 

2. Claims per List 
3. Three Forks Rodeo Arena Claims per List 
4. Meeting Minutes from 4/9/2019 and 4/23/2019 
5. Approval to Purchase two Desks and one File Cabinet from 

Montana Corrections Enterprises totaling $3,947.00 

 

Councilman Nelson moved to approve the Consent Agenda.  Councilwoman 

Whitesitt seconded the motion.  There was no public comment. 

Motion Passed Unanimously. 

 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

There were no public hearings. 

 

 

REPORT OF OFFICERS 
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City Treasurer Kelly Smith reported to the Council, saying she knew 

Crystal Turner would not report it later, that Crystal had graduated from 

the Montana Municipal Clerks Institute and received a certification in 

cash handling last week.  She also said that Crystal had taught at one of 

the training sessions on human resource files and was voted one of the 

best tables offered. 

 

 

REPORTS OF COUNCIL COMMITTEES 

There were no Council Committee reports. 

 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

There was no unfinished business. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Proclaiming May 18, 2019, “Kids to Parks Day” in the City of Three Forks 

Mayor Hamilton read the proclamation into the record. 

 

Councilman Townsend made a motion to approve Proclamation #2019-03, 

proclaiming May 18, 2019, “Kids to Parks Day” in the City of Three Forks.  

Councilman Nelson seconded the motion.  Mayor Hamilton stated that Tamara 

Beal emailed him today to invite the Council to the events at the Caverns.  

There were no public or Council comments. 

Motion Passed Unanimously. 

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS/CONCERNS (For items not on the agenda) 

Broadwater County Sheriff Meehan introduced Deputy Carosella who will be 

stationed on the south end of Broadwater County and started on April 30th.  

Deputy Carosella explained to the Council he and his family have lived in 

in this area since 2004.  He played for the Outlaws years ago as well, so 

is not new to the area.  He will be assisting Gallatin County when asked 

as best he can and offering service to Broadwater County of course. 

 

 

MAYOR & COUNCIL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Gene Townsend reported on the success of the Junior and High School Rodeo.  

The Board held three rodeos in two days to try and do something a little 

different.  We do not have all the invoices yet, so we are not sure if the 

Board made any money yet.  If it does not there is a good chance the Board 
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will not hold these anymore.  They just do not have the high participation 

they used to. 

 

He also reported on Senate Bill 24 passing which will increase the state 

license plate fee by $3.00 which will be used for a trails grant program 

starting in 2020.  Senate Bill 70 passed and was signed by the Governor, 

which took Headwaters State Park off the “primitive” list. 

 

Last Wednesday, May 8, we held the Rails to Trail event.  There were about 

100 people attending, and he thanked all those who contributed baked goods 

for the celebration.  Gene thanked everyone who has supported him over the 

years.  Kelly Smith added Rails to Trails has mentioned “City of Three 

Forks” on its Facebook page twice in the past week.  Gene added he heard 

Three Forks had the largest crowd attend and the best cookies too! 

 

Dennis Nelson reported he met with the structural engineers on the 

bleacher project.  They were going to do a walk through and feasibility 

study on the Bozeman High School bleachers soon.  Dennis will be onsite as 

well during this process and hopefully this will move forward soon and get 

some contractors on it. 

 

Mayor Hamilton reported school will be out for the summer before the next 

meeting so you will see kids about town all hours of the day.  He also 

reported he received a letter from the Historic Preservation Board of 

Gallatin County that will hold an open house on May 21, 2019.  Gene 

Townsend added the Three Forks Historical Society will actually be 

speaking at that event as a recipient of one of the Historic Preservation 

Board’s grants. 

 

Next, Mayor Hamilton read a letter to the Council and community officially 

resigning as the Mayor effective June 2, 2019.  He feels he needs to 

provide more time to his students and less time to the City currently in 

his life.  Teri Whitesitt asked if they could vote on the resignation and 

not accept it?  Mayor Hamilton said no, he has been debating this decision 

for a couple months and it was final. 

 

 

AGENDA ITEMS FOR THE NEXT COUNCIL MEETING: 5/28/2019 

There are currently no items on the next agenda. 
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Gene Townsend asked the status of the subdivision development (FUBAR 

Holdings) and if that would be coming to the Council again soon.  Kelly 

Smith said no, they had not re-submitted anything yet. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mayor Hamilton asked for a motion to adjourn.  Councilman Nelson moved to 

adjourn.  Councilwoman Whitesitt seconded the motion.  There was no public 

comment.    

Motion Passed Unanimously. (7:26 P.M.) 

 

 

               

Steven B. Hamilton, Mayor    Crystal Turner, City Clerk 


