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JULY 23RD, 2019, The Three Forks City Council met in session at City Hall 

at 206 Main Street and was presided over by Mayor Gifford.  The Mayor 

called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. for the SECOND meeting of JULY 

2019. 

 

PRESENT: Council members George Chancellor, Deb Mickelberry, Teri 

Whitesitt, Gene Townsend, Steve Dahl and Dennis Nelson were present.  City 

Treasurer Kelly Smith and City Clerk Crystal Turner were also present. 

 

The record reflects a quorum, with the attendance of six (6) council 

members, and the meeting was held. 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag was led by Mayor Gifford.  

He reminded the public the meeting was being audio recorded. 

 

 

GUESTS: Brady Dahl, Catherine Wirtz, Dean Buchholz, Gloria Howland, and 

Carl Mohler.  Kelly Bugland arrived at 7:25. 

 

Mayor Gifford asked for any PUBLIC COMMENTS/CONCERNS not on the agenda.   

Seeing none, Mayor Gifford introduced the CONSENT AGENDA. 

 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

Approval of the Following: 

a. FY2018/2019 City Claims paid in July 
b. City Claims per List 
c. FY2018/2019 Three Forks Rodeo Arena Board Claims 
d. Three Forks Rodeo Arena Claims Paid due to Timeliness for 2019 

Rodeo on 7/18/2019 in the Amount of $30,550.00 

e. Three Forks Rodeo Arena Claims per List 
f. Meeting Minutes of 7/9/2019 
g. Records Retention Destruction Request (Form RM88) #7, #8, and #9 

 

The Mayor asked if anyone wished to pull any items from the Consent 

Agenda.  No one requested to so the Mayor said he would entertain a 

motion. 

 

Councilman Townsend moved we accept the Consent Agenda.  Councilman Nelson 

seconded the motion. 

Motion Passed Unanimously. 
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PUBLIC HEARINGS 

Public Hearing and Decision on a Resolution of the Three Forks City 

Council Adopting & Levying the Assessments for the 2019-2020 Street 

Maintenance District No. 1 

Mayor Gifford read the resolution into the record in its entirety noting 

it would be Resolution #305-2019 if approved. 

 

There was no public comment. 

 

Gene Townsend asked why the numbers are different within the resolution.  

Kelly Smith explained it is because in the SAMSID program we input a 

target amount, in this case $46,350.00, and SAMSID calculates it as near 

as possible based on the formulas each lot will be charged.  Kelly added 

the larger number will be the budgeted amount and the second number would 

be the actual taxed, but we may also have past due taxes received in the 

upcoming fiscal year. 

 

Gene Townsend asked if this tax is the same as last year. Kelly Smith 

replied, “No, it is up 3%.” 

 

Councilman Townsend made a motion to accept Resolution #305-2019, a 

resolution of the Three Forks City Council adopting and levying the 

assessments for the 2019-2020 Street Maintenance District No. 1.  

Councilman Chancellor and Councilwoman Whitesitt seconded in unison. 

Motion Passed Unanimously. 

 

Public Hearing and Decision on a Resolution of the Three Forks City 

Council Adopting & Levying the Assessments for the 2019-2020 Street 

Maintenance District No. 2 (Ridge View Subdivision) 

Mayor Gifford read the resolution into the record in its entirety noting 

it would be Resolution #306-2019 if approved.  (The total assessed is 

$3,400.00.) 

 

There was no public comment. 

 

Gene Townsend asked when new subdivisions are created does the City 

automatically install street lights.  Kelly Smith replied the City has not 

had any new subdivisions, however when she and Crystal Turner were 

reviewing the Street Lighting assessments a couple years ago they realized 

the newly built blocks in Buttelman’s Subdivision were not being assessed.  

Crystal contacted Northwestern Energy and asked them to install lights in 

the same patterns as the rest of town and then we assessed the lighting 
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costs to those lots.  Kelly added it runs roughly $100 each month for 

those four blocks in Buttelman’s Subdivision.  (Gene acknowledged these 

questions were not in regards to Ridge View Subdivision’s street 

maintenance, but were anticipatory to the next public hearing regarding 

street lights.) 

 

Councilman Nelson made a motion we adopt Resolution #306-2019, a 

resolution adopting and levying the assessments for the 2019-2020 Street 

Maintenance District No. 2.  Councilman Chancellor seconded the motion. 

Motion Passed Unanimously. 

 

Public Hearing and Decision on a Resolution of the Three Forks City 

Council Adopting & Levying the Assessments for the 2019-2020 Street 

Lighting District No. 1 

Mayor Gifford read the resolution into the record in its entirety noting 

it would be Resolution #307-2019 if approved.  (The total assessed is 

$38,900.00.) 

 

There was no public comment. 

 

Kelly Smith reported this assessment includes a 7% increase since 

Northwestern Energy has announced it would most likely have a 7% increase 

in rates. 

 

Councilwoman Whitesitt moved that we adopt Resolution #307-2019, a 

resolution of the Three Forks City Council adopting and levying the 

assessments for the 2019-2020 Street Lighting District.  Councilwoman 

Mickelberry seconded the motion. 

Motion Passed Unanimously. 

 

 

REPORT OF OFFICERS 

City Treasurer Kelly Smith reported Community Rating System (CRS), the 

group who performs the Insurance Services Office, Inc. (ISO) audit, were 

onsite today to conduct a floodplain permitting audit.  Kelly spent the 

last couple weeks preparing the documentation they would want to review.  

“It went a lot quicker than the last audit.  Every time we have this audit 

they send a tally of the FEMA insurance policies in town and the total 

cost.  Their report is telling me, with private insurance being able to be 

sold now, there are only 67 FEMA policies remaining with a total of 

$54,000 in premiums paid to FEMA per year.  This is a big decrease because 
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in 2012 there were 203 policies with a total of $160,500 paid in 

premiums,” Kelly reported. 

 

City Clerk Crystal Turner reported the City was also audited by the 

Department of Labor & Industry last week.  The City has a few safety items 

to correct to be compliant with the State, which she and Wendell are 

already working on.  Crystal also reported registration is open for the 

Annual League of Cities and Towns Conference if anyone is interested in 

attending.  This year’s conference will be held in Billings over October 

2-4, 2019.  Please let she or Kelly Smith know if they would like to be 

registered so we can make travel accommodations. 

 

Last, Crystal reported Kelly Smith was reading old minutes to find some 

zoning information and came across an ordinance which was read three times 

before the Council to vacate a portion of Front Street but no 

documentation can be located.  Kelly also came across two resolution 

vacating other streets, and these should be done via ordinance.  Crystal 

reached out to Sterling Codifiers for advice on the best way to get these 

street vacations documented.  They made the recommendation we send the two 

resolutions and he will add them to our appendix in the Ordinances.  For 

the Front Street one which has no documentation we will have to redraft 

that and hold the required hearings and then send them the approved 

ordinance.  Crystal will be working on this soon. 

 

 

REPORTS OF COUNCIL COMMITTEES 

Steve Dahl reported the Water & Sewer Committee met tonight to discuss 

amending Ordinance #9-4-1 to add Travel-Trailer Park sewer rates, and they 

also discussed bulk water sales.  The Committee figured they could bring 

their proposed rate changes to the full Council at the second meeting in 

August. 

 

Dennis Nelson said the Budget Committee will meet on the 31st of July at 

4PM, on Wednesday rather than the originally scheduled Thursday, August 1 

to work on preliminary budget at that time. 

 

Dennis also reported for Randy Johnston that the arsenic treatment plant 

is up and running.  On 7/2/2019 the arsenic level was tested and results 

0.01 of arsenic (0.01 is the limit) and no iron.  On 7/9/2019’s tests, 

arsenic results were 0.007 and iron was at 0.05 (iron limit is 0.3). 
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

There was no unfinished business. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Approval of Boy Scout Troop #523 Eagle Scout Project by Dean Buchholz to 

Bring Planter Box on Main & Hwy 2 into Compliance 

Dean Buchholz explained the situation of the “porkchop” area at Main 

Street and Hwy 2’s intersection.  It was damaged due a car accident and 

cannot be rebuilt as is, per the State of Montana Department of 

Transportation.  Dean explained to the Council he wanted to use this 

opportunity for an Eagle Scout project and take on bringing the flower bed 

into compliance. 

 

Dennis Nelson asked what Dean believed his timeline to be.  Dean said late 

July to late August. 

 

Councilwoman Whitesitt moved that we allow Dean, I’ve known Dean for lots 

of years – my son was an Eagle Scout also so it’s been neat to watch him 

and I’m proud of you for taking this on - so I make a motion we approve 

his Eagle Scout project to bring that planter into compliance.  Councilman 

Chancellor seconded. 

Motion Passed Unanimously. 

 

Approval to Grant Authorization to “Moving Forward Triathlon & Endurance” 

to Conduct a Triathlon for Montana Olympic, Spring and High School 

Triathletes along the Headwaters Trails and in the Bellach Park Ponds on 

June 21, 2020 

Mayor Gifford explained Matt Bryan could not make it tonight so he will 

come talk to the Council late August.  He is asking for approval now 

though so he can move forward with permits from the State.  He already 

talked to Gene who granted approval of using the Headwaters Trails.  Gene 

agreed and said Mr. Bryan anticipates 150 participants, which is fairly 

small for this type of event.  He believes Three Forks could easily 

accommodate this venue.  Steve Dahl asked about water quality in the ponds 

and if it was safe to have people swimming in the ponds.  Crystal Turner 

said people swim all the time in the second pond, which is where this 

group intends to hold the swimming portion of the triathlon.  We do have 

water quality information from years past, but recently Fish, Wildlife and 

Parks contacted us saying they were going to conduct new water quality 

tests.  We will have those results well before the triathlon. 
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Public Comment: Brady Dahl asked how the City will handle parking for 150 

participants.  The Mayor replied he is not sure how triathlons work but he 

thinks they would need some sort of shuttle since there are multiple 

facets to a triathlon.  Folks will probably park in the main parking lot 

and along Talc Road beaches.  He said, “That’s a good question and I will 

bring up with Matt Bryan.” 

 

Councilman Townsend moved to allow Moving Forward Triathlon and Endurance 

to stage a triathlon at the Three Forks ponds and the Headwaters Trail 

System.  Councilman Nelson seconded the motion. 

Motion Passed Unanimously. 

 

Ratify Fire Department Officer Appointments 

The Mayor stated the Fire Department’s elections are noted in the minutes 

which are in the Council packet. 

 

Councilman Nelson moved we ratify Keith Aune as Chief and Dave Whitesitt 

as Assistant Chief per their elections at the Fire Department meeting.  

Councilman Townsend seconded the motion. 

Motion Passed Unanimously. 

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS/CONCERNS (For items not on the agenda) 

There was no public comment for items not on the agenda. 

 

Sgt. McDonough arrived, so Mayor Gifford offered him a chance to report on 

anything at this time if he wished.  Sgt. McDonough did not have anything 

to report. 

 

 

MAYOR & COUNCIL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Mayor Gifford thanked the Budget Committee for moving its meeting since he 

wanted to attend and he was double booked 8/1. 

 

Gene Townsend reported he and Dennis attended the Broadwater County 

meeting regarding a brewery wanting to go in the southern end.  They want 

to create a TEDD (tax economic development district) which would not be 

voted on by the people.  The water quality is considered very good.  This 

growth will probably affect the school and fire districts.  Brian Obert, 

the economic development director of Lewis & Clark, Meagher and Broadwater 

Counties is willing to work with the fire district and with the Sheriff 

Office on a fire hall out there. 
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Mayor Gifford said he feels this will put a toll on our emergency service 

personnel who are volunteers.  Most emergency personnel are already 

stretched very thin so this is a real concern for our volunteers.  Mayor 

Gifford spoke with the Broadwater County Commission and told them that 

whatever they do out there will affect our residents/volunteers and 

emergency services, which he believes will be where it hits us first.    

Gene added he believed there was close to 200 people attending this 

meeting, also discussed maintaining county roads like Price Road. 

 

Gene also wanted to note he believed we held a very successful rodeo again 

this year.  The Cook Shack cooked about 1,000 hamburgers each night.  He 

does not know the full attendance or profit numbers yet but believes it 

would beat last year’s numbers again. 

 

Last, Gene reported that the GCC Cement Plant (formerly Holcim) is 

volunteering at John Q. Adams Milwaukee Park by donating the cement and 

labor to install sidewalks and a patio area at the depot. 

 

Gene has been talking with a woman at Western Transportation Institute who 

received a small grant to run a van from Bozeman to Three Forks to give 

rides to town.  It will be a free service, but they wanted to know if we 

have an area to setup as a park-and-ride.  Gene suggested to them property 

near the highway where folks already park-and-ride to carpool; he did give 

them the property owner’s name so they could ask for permission. 

 

 

AGENDA ITEMS FOR THE NEXT COUNCIL MEETING: 8/13/2019 

• Public Hearing and Decision on a Resolution for the Purpose of 

Declaring Certain City Property as Surplus and Authorizing its 

Disposal 

• Public Hearing and Decision on a Resolution Amending the 2018-2019 

Budget to Acknowledge Unanticipated Revenues and Amend Expenditures 

Exceeding the Original Appropriations 

• Public Hearing and Decision on a Resolution Adopting the Fiscal Year 

2019-2020 Preliminary Budget 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Councilman Chancellor moved to adjourn.  Councilwoman Mickelberry seconded 

the motion.  There was no public comment.    

Motion Passed Unanimously. (7:33 P.M.) 
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Sean Gifford, Mayor      Crystal Turner, City Clerk 


