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OCTOBER 23RD, 2018, The Three Forks City Council met in session at City 

Hall at 206 Main Street, and was presided over by Mayor Steven B. 

Hamilton.  Mayor Hamilton called the meeting to order at 6:59 P.M. for the 

SECOND meeting of OCTOBER 2018. 

 

PRESENT: Council members George Chancellor, Deb Mickelberry, Teri 

Whitesitt, and Ed Tharp were present.  Gene Townsend and Dennis Nelson 

were excused.  City Clerk Crystal Turner, City Treasurer Kelly Smith and 

Assistant Fire Chief John Whitesitt were also present. 

 

The record reflects a quorum was present, with the attendance of four (4) 

council members, and the meeting was held. 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag was led by Mayor Hamilton.  

The Mayor reminded the public that the meeting was being recorded and for 

all those present to review the policies of conduct on the back of the 

agenda. 

 

 

GUESTS: Rick Gale (Elks Drug Awareness Program), Gloria Howland, Barbara 

Mutter (Three Forks Ambulance Service District), Matt & Kelly Bugland, and 

Melissa Jenkins and Jack Smith (Three Forks Voice newspaper). 

 

 

The Mayor called for any PUBLIC COMMENTS/CONCERNS not on the agenda.  

Seeing none, he introduced the Consent Agenda. 

 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

Approval of the Following: 

a) City Claims per List 

b) Three Forks Rodeo Arena Claims per List 

c) Meeting Minutes from 10/09/2018 

 

Councilman Chancellor moved to approve the Consent Agenda.  Councilwoman 

Whitesitt seconded the motion.  There were no public or Council comments. 

Motion Passed Unanimously. 

 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

There were no public hearings. 
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REPORT OF OFFICERS 

Asst. Chief Whitesitt reported the quarterly calls from June, July and 

August (see report in packet).  He added that both Pete Nealan and Jason 

Kelsey have both completed their probationary period, and they have two 

new applicants to interview.  

 

Victoria Kosevich resigned as the Fire Relief Association Treasurer and 

Brad Eastty resigned from the Fire Relief Association President.  Asst. 

Chief Whitesitt reported Charles Eastty has been appointed as the new 

President and Josh Williams as the new Secretary (Josh was actually 

appointed as Treasurer).  

 

Asst. Chief Whitesitt reported they have also been working on creating 

identification cards for the Fire Department volunteers.  There are 

businesses around which provide discounts to First Responders, so the 

volunteers would like to have discounts available to them.  More 

importantly, Asst. Chief Whitesitt stated they would like to identify 

themselves at accident or fire scenes. 

 

The volunteers are trying to finish up some EMR training for those who 

have started training in years’ past.  Crystal Turner asked about who 

appoints the positions to the Fire Relief Association.  Mr. Whitesitt 

replied the members of the Fire Relief Association do.  Crystal Turner 

also stated she believed since the City Council appointed the volunteers 

as probationary firefighters, the Council should also make a motion to 

remove those members from probationary status. 

 

Mayor Hamilton asked for a motion to approve Pete Nealan and Jason Kelsey 

from probation to full-time firefighter?  Councilman Tharp “so moved”.  

Councilwoman Whitesitt seconded the motion.  The public thanked Asst. Fire 

Chief Whitesitt and the rest of the volunteers for their service.  The 

Mayor commented on the variety of calls the volunteers attend to.  Kelly 

Bugland said if the EMS crew is shorthanded the firefighters come in and 

volunteer to drive the ambulance too and they are very appreciative of 

that service.  As the Fire Department’s call volume increases, the 

Ambulance District’s has doubled as well.  Kelly Bugland said, “It is nice 

to have them available for backup.” 

Motion Passed Unanimously. 

 

Kelly Smith reported she continues to work on floodplain applications, and 

reported she turned over an unauthorized daycare to Susan Swimley to 
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enforce today.  Teri Whitesitt asked if the daycare was licensed by the 

State.  Kelly Smith said she was unsure as not much information has been 

provided from Janelle Van Otterloo, the one advertising this daycare. 

 

Crystal Turner reported she drafted a parks reservation application and 

had it reviewed by Susan Swimley prior to finalizing the form.  She has 

been working to create a “Parks Department” page on the website which 

explains what each park has to offer, and has been researching the history 

of each park.  Some of the information is still in draft form on the 

website.  Crystal added she has been working with Rick Gale, who may speak 

on this later tonight, about a drug take-back box being available in City 

Hall. 

 

Crystal and Kelly Smith have begun uploading documents to the City’s 

auditor portal page for them to start working on the FY17/18 audit.  They 

have also just completed review of the City’s special assessments with the 

County Treasurer so she can include our taxes on the County tax bills.  

Crystal has also been preparing for the Three Forks Rodeo Arena board’s 

“orientation” of City policies and purchasing requirements.  She will 

present this information to the Board at its December meeting. 

 

 

REPORT OF COUNCIL COMMITTEES 

Parks Committee – George Chancellor stated Peter Weber called him to say 

the fish-hiding foliage will finally be shipping next week.  They hope to 

install them quickly before the freeze.  They asked when the dock will be 

pulled out?  (There was no answer provided.) 

 

Ordinance Committee – Deb Mickelberry stated that because parking is not 

being enforced until there is a solution on Milwaukee (per Sgt. 

McDonough’s report last meeting), the Ordinance Committee wants to 

approach the Council on what to do next.  Would the Council like to 

continue not enforcing parking violations until there is a solution on the 

right-of-way question, or would the Council prefer to contact residents on 

Milwaukee and tell them they must follow the ordinance as written so the 

Sheriff Office can start enforcing parking everywhere?  Ed Tharp is in 

favor of enforcing as the ordinance stands.  He added if the Council needs 

to amend the ordinance down the road that would be fine, but he would 

prefer getting parking under control.  Teri Whitesitt would be supportive 

of enforcing as written.  Deb Mickelberry asked if the City should send 

out letters to owners along Milwaukee Street alerting them that starting 

at some set date (to be determined) they would need to follow the parking 
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ordinance as adopted.  Gloria Howland commented on having to move her and 

her husband’s stockpile of wood, and others who maintain land that may be 

within the right-of-way.  She did not believe it could be done in less 

than 30 days if that is all the Council provided.  The Council said it 

wished to start with parking first, not the storage issue.  Gloria said 

she has never been approached by the City that she is using the right-of-

way space, and she does not believe anyone else has been approached 

either. 

 

Matt Bugland commented on the “letter of the law vs. intent of law.”  “If 

your tailgate and bumper is encroaching into the roadway you are causing a 

safety issue and breaking the law,” he said.  George Chancellor said there 

were half a dozen parking warnings in Sgt. McDonough’s report last 

meeting, yet in his mind warnings do not show follow-up occurred.  He 

continued, “We do not have any kind of feedback.”  Kelly Bugland does not 

believe this is just a Milwaukee issue – it is a mess on Jefferson and on 

Adams as well.  Gloria Howland added, “or you’re on the sidewalk and can’t 

get past the cars blocking it.  Or if you’re on a scooter and can’t get 

around, this causes a real issue.” 

 

Barb Mutter asked if emergency vehicles can access the residences where 

these parking violations are occurring.  Kelly Bugland said yes, sometimes 

and sometimes we get in the vehicles and move them. 

 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

There was no unfinished business. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Board Appointment: Three Forks Ambulance Service District 

Mayor Hamilton read the board appointment memo into the record, except for 

the information regarding the seats on the board being misrepresented at 

this time but that the District is working to correct that. 

 

Councilman Chancellor moved that we approve Cathy Elmose’s appointment to 

the Three Forks Ambulance Service District board.  Councilwoman Whitesitt 

seconded the motion.  Public Comment: Kelly Bugland said it will be nice 

to have someone on the board with EMS experience.  She looks forward to 

having Cathy’s experience and knowledge on the board with understanding of 

how the volunteers do their jobs.  Barbara Mutter is very happy to bring 

Cathy Elmose on board.  The board now has Sean Gifford (owner of a fitness 
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center), Jim Waldo (former EMT); bringing Cathy (also former EMT) will be 

an excellent addition to the board.  Barb continued to report she is 

currently working with County Attorney Marty Lambert to amend the 

Interlocal Agreement to cover all the areas the District is serving.  The 

Interlocal Agreement has not been updated since 1992.  The Board will make 

its bylaws compliant to the ordinance via resolution.  They will involve 

the City after Marty Lambert helps amend the board members being just 

within the district/service area, rather than area-specific 

representatives.  Barb said, “If we have to limit ourselves to finding a 

representative from the ‘old school district in Logan’ it will be pretty 

tough [to find volunteers].” 

Motion Passed Unanimously. 

 

Proclamation Declaring October 21-27, 2018 as Red Ribbon Week 

Mayor Hamilton mentioned the proclamation dates are actually October 23-

31, 2018, as written on the proclamation but incorrect on the agenda.  He 

then read the proclamation into the record.  He said he just needs 

permission from the Council to sign this proclamation. 

 

Councilwoman Whitesitt said, “Go for it”.  Councilman Tharp seconded the 

motion.  The Mayor added this would be Proclamation #2018-02.  Public 

Comment: Rick Gale, Montana chairman of the Elks Drug Awareness Program, 

which is the largest volunteer drug prevention program in the Nation.  He 

said, “It’s a pretty good program that works with the DEA out of 

Washington, D.C. to address meth and opioid epidemics.”  Mr. Gale also 

serves on the State’s Opioid Drug Task Force.  He is here to encourage 

support from Three Forks on this proclamation, noting the County adopted 

it as well this morning. 

 

Red Ribbon Week began in 1985 when Enrique “Kiki” Camarena, a DEA agent, 

was tragically killed in action by drug cartels.  US Congressman Duncan 

Hunter and Henry Lozano, a high school classmate, wore red ribbons and 

pledged a drug-free life to honor the sacrifice of all those who lost 

their life in the fight against drugs.   

 

Two years ago Jake Wagner, of the Gallatin County Sheriff Office, was 

recognized nationally by receiving the Kiki Camarena Award for his work on 

the Missouri River Drug Task Force (MRDTF).  Mr. Camarena’s wife 

recognizes the winners each year.  She was in hiding for 5 years after 

drug cartels executed her husband.  This year, Mr. Gale is working to 

nominate the entire MRDTF group for the upcoming year’s award.   
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This proclamation does make a visible statement to the community that you 

are making a commitment to a drug-free lifestyle.  He hopes the City 

Council will support the proclamation tonight.  He has spoken with Crystal 

regarding a prescription drug take-back box – Gallatin County has several: 

Manhattan Police Department, West Yellowstone Police Department, MSU 

Police, Belgrade Police Department, and the County Law & Justice Center.  

The Elks can look at applying for a grant to cover the cost of a take-back 

box (around $800) if the City is in support of having one at City Hall.  

He did not believe the Sheriff Office in Three Forks would be a good 

location since there is not typically someone in the waiting area.  He 

thanked the City for its support. 

Motion Passed Unanimously. 

 

Teri Whitesitt asked if the school will hand out red ribbons to the kids 

who pledge a drug-free life?  Mayor Hamilton said he is not aware of the 

school’s participation, and believes they finalize the School Board 

meeting agenda 1.5-2 weeks in advance of their meeting date.  He admits he 

missed asking for the School Board’s support by getting on their last 

agenda in time.  This is one of the Mayor’s goals to do next year and he 

will coordinate with the school.  Rick Gale said on national drug take-

back day (10/27/2018 from 10am-2pm at Law & Justice Center) the take-back 

initiative will be a drive-through operation.  This is open to any who 

wishes to drop off old prescriptions. 

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS/CONCERNS (not on the agenda) 

There were no public comments on items not on the agenda. 

 

 

MAYOR & COUNCIL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Mayor commented the City has been putting out “Did you know” type 

articles.  He wanted the Council to know these are time consuming for the 

Crystal to draft, but he feels they are beneficial to the public.  Kelly 

Bugland commented on how helpful they articles have been.  Crystal Turner 

asked for any input or suggestions on future articles – she hopes they are 

educational and come across as such to those reading them. 

 

The Mayor welcomed our friends from the new “Three Forks Voice” newspaper.  

Melissa Jenkins introduced herself as owner and publisher of the Three 

Forks Voice.  Jack Smith is the owner of the Whitehall Ledger newspaper 

and will be serving as editor of the Three Forks Voice.  The newspaper is 

distributed at Thriftway, Remuda Coffee and the Three Forks Market.  They 
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said they will expand [distribution locations] as needed.  Mayor Hamilton 

stated he is anxiously awaiting the day to write a check for a 

subscription. 

 

Kelly Bugland asked when they publish.  Ms. Jenkins replied, “Wednesdays 

right now.  If Three Forks expands too much we may print on a different 

day.” 

 

Mayor Hamilton continued his report: for anyone interested in Football – 

the Wolves will be playing on Saturday afternoon in Missoula.  Volleyball 

is in the #2 seed and will play Saturday morning.  Cross Country wrapped 

up last weekend in Missoula with great weather.  The Mayor continued if 

sports are not your thing, Speech & Debate kicks off the third weekend. 

 

 

AGENDA ITEMS FOR NEXT COUNCIL MEETING: 11/13/2018 

 Report on Facilitating Mental Health Training and Update of Gallatin 

County Needs Assessment 

 

Crystal Turner reminded the Council, and any public interested, of the 

“Seat at the Table” held across the county on 10/25/18.  She encouraged 

the Council to find a table and join the discussion, especially with the 

Growth Policy update needed. 

 

Barbara Mutter reminded the public this is Fire Prevention week and she 

will continue education by speaking to Kindergarten through 4
th
 grade this 

week.  She will cover “stop, drop & roll” and “get down low”, and well as 

focusing on kitchen and household safety especially with the “tide pod 

challenge”.  She commented it is wonderful to have a paper again and 

invited the newspaper staff to attend fire prevention week training at the 

school. 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mayor Hamilton asked if there was any other item to come before the 

Council tonight and if not for a motion to adjourn.  Councilman Tharp 

moved to adjourn.  Councilwoman Mickelberry seconded the motion.  There 

was no public comment.    

Motion Passed Unanimously. (7:46 P.M.) 

 

               

Steven B. Hamilton, Mayor    Crystal Turner, City Clerk 


