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August 15, 2019, Zoning & Planning Board meeting was called to order at 7:00PM in the City Council 
Chambers at 206 Main Street, Three Forks, MT 59752. 

 
PRESENT: Planning and Zoning Board members Roger Nerlin, Kelly Smith, Erin Schattauer, Doug Fairhurst and 
Chairman George Chancellor, as well as City Planner Randy Carpenter.  John Zuelke and Matt Jones were 
excused.  Public Present were: Jeannita Bjorndal, John Bjorndal, Chuck Wambeke, Eric Fendler and Phillip 
Journey. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT (items not on the agenda):  There was no public comment on items not on the agenda. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: Approval of Meeting Minutes of 6/21/2019.  Roger Nerlin moved to approve the 
minutes.  Doug Fairhurst seconded the motion.  Motion Passed Unanimously. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
There was no new business. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 
PUBLIC HEARING AND DECISION ON A REQUEST BY ERIC FENDLER FOR A CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT TO 
CONSTRUCT TWO RESIDENTIAL FOURPLEX FOR THE PROPERTY LOCATED AT LOTS 1-4, BLOCK 65 OF THE 
MILWAUKEE LAND COMPANY 2ND ADDITION, MORE COMMONLY REFERRED TO AS 704 S MAIN STREET. 

Kelly Smith explained the agenda has a typo – there is only one fourplex, not two.  Randy Carpenter read his staff 
report into the record, noting the neighboring properties and their various uses.  The staff report stated in 
conclusion that the “Zoning & Planning Board and the City Council must consider whether the intent of the city of 
Three Forks Zoning ordinance is being met, but if so recommended that the site design of the proposal be 
changed by removing the required parking from the front yard to the side yard of the structure.  In addition, the 
structure must be constructed to the Three Forks floodplain regulations.” 
 
Public Comment:  Mr. & Mrs. Bjorndal raised concern about the parking spaces and traffic down the alley.  
Mr. Bjorndal stated the neighborhood is already feeling the overflow parking from Pathways Assisted Living, as 
well as they park too close to Main Street so they block vision of oncoming traffic.  “It is virtually impossible to 
come out onto Main Street safely,” he said.  He also asked for a privacy fence to be installed along the alley. 
 
Chuck Wambeke spoke on behalf of the Chamber of Commerce.  He spoke in support of more housing, “We 
don’t have anywhere for people to rent.  Having four units here would be great for our town and our 
businesses.” 
 
John Bjorndal spoke about a bad experience of the last contractor who built in the area, with someone having 
heavy equipment driving over their property, dumping gravel and materials on their property, as well as the 
workers parking on their lot.  Jeannita Bjorndal said the alley needs to remain open as well during 
construction, because they utilize the alley to access their property too. 
 
Applicant Presentation:  Phillip Journey introduced himself as the proposed contractor for this application.  
He recognized the concerns of the neighbors and said he would ensure that does not happen to the Bjorndals 
if this project is approved.   
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Eric Fendler, the applicant, said this was his mother’s property and she passed away.  He had intended to 
getting rid of the home last year but he had someone beg him to rent it so he did.  “That didn’t work out well 
and they are now gone,” he said, “but what I really wanted to do was sell it and be done with the property,” 
Eric explained.  However, I know Three Forks needs housing.  I am trying to make affordable housing and I will 
not make any money on this – the question is how much money am I willing to lose on this project?  There are 
teachers who cannot find a rental.  They will be professionals but rarely a family with four kids in this small of 
a unit.  Mr. Fendler agreed if the size of the structure needs to be cut down so he can accommodate more 
parking he will do that.  He is open to suggestions. 
 
The Bjorndals and Mr. Fendler conversed about cars in the alley and traffic, and affordable housing, and other 
general construction ideas. 
 
Board Discussion:  Randy Carpenter suggested an L-shaped building to have the parking moved to the .  Kelly 
Smith asked if John Bjorndal has called the State Department of Transportation to report the unsafe parking 
situation caused by the Pathways business?  John said he had not done so.   (Multiple speakers at once making 
it difficult to hear the record, however the secretary does not believe there was anything substantive to report 
that has not already been included in the record.) 
 
Board Comments/Questions:  There were no board comments or questions.  Randy Carpenter suggested a 
condition that the parking is on the side, or that the building is an L-shape, or combine those two, or as 
presented. 
 
Doug Fairhurst moved to approve the application with the condition that parking be on the alley side or 
building be constructed as an “L” shape (which would leave plenty of room for parking).  Roger Nerlin 
seconded the motion.   
 
Erin Schattauer moved to amend the motion to include to at least six parking spaces to be compliant.  Roger 
Nerlin seconded the amendment.  Motion Passed Unanimously. 
 
Motion Passed Unanimously on the main motion. 
 
 
PUBLIC HEARING AND RECOMMENDATION ON A REQUEST BY THE THREE FORKS SCHOOL TO AMEND THE 
CITY OF THREE FORKS ORDINANCE SECTION 11-9-2: PERMITTED USES TO ADD “THE RAISING, FEEDING AND 
MANAGING OF LIVESTOCK, POULTRY AND OTHER ANIMALS IS PERMITTED FOR SHORT TERM EDUCATIONAL 
PURPOSES ON SCHOOL PROPERTY” 

Randy Carpenter read his staff report into the record.  He recommended the language in the ordnance in 11-9-
2 to read, “The raising, feeding, and managing of livestock, poultry and other animals is permitted for short-
term educational purposes on school property.”  He recommended conditions would be implemented as to 
the adequate air.  This could be a great opportunity for the community, particularly students.  The type of 
animals allowed could be limited, and the maximum number of animals per acre could be defined in the 
ordinance, as well as the term for keeping the animals.  Fencing and smell mitigation could also be defined. 
 
Applicant Presentation:  There were no representatives present from the Three Forks School. 
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Board Discussion:  Roger Nerlin asked if this would be zoning for the school property and where the bus barn 
is?  Kelly Smith replied no, the bus barn area is already zoned agricultural.  George Chancellor said he grew up 
in a semi-agricultural area and he always thought it was pretty cool the students could learn how to care for 
animals and then have them ready to show at fair time. 
 
The Board discussed term for housing animals at the school area and needing pasture area.  Would this be for 
bringing a pregnant cow in to calve which could be a couple weeks.   

1. Who will be responsible for cleaning to prevent/mitigate the smell? 
2. How long will animals be housed at the school location? 
3. Board would like to know more about the internal concept to determine maximum number of animals, 

or pound limit, as well as discuss limit of animal types. 
 
Public Comment:  There was no public comment. 
 
Board Comments/Questions:  There were no other board comments. 
 
Roger Nerlin moved to table this item.  Erin Schattauer seconded the motion.  This will be tabled until the date 
is determined by needing the next Zoning & Planning meeting (zoning applications must be received by the 
last Friday of the month in order to determine is a next month’s meeting will be held). 
 
Erin Schattauer moved to adjourn.  Roger Nerlin seconded the motion.  Meeting adjourned via consensus at 
7:42 P.M. 


