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September 13, 2018 

 

TO: Three Forks Planning and Zoning Board 

 

FR: Randy Carpenter 

 Planning Consultant to the City of Three Forks 

 

RE: Conditional Use Permit 

 Benjamin C. Linkenhoker 

 PO Box 83 

 Three Forks MT 59752 

 

 

Name of Applicant: Benjamin C. Linkenhoker             Hearing Date:  September 20, 2018 

 

Application Request:  

The applicant is requesting a Conditional Use Permit for approval to operate a home occupation 

business of light manufacturing and engineering design in the garage below the applicant’s living 

quarters. 

 

Location: Block 25 Lots 3-4 of the Buttelman’s Addition 

  Commonly identified as 314 W Front St, Three Forks 

 

Zoning: R-Residential 

 

Background: 

Home occupations are described by the Three Forks zoning code as “the use of a portion of a 

dwelling and/or accessory building for occupations at home by one or more persons residing in 

the dwelling unit. Said activity must be clearly incidental to the use of the dwelling for dwelling 

purposes and will not change the character or appearance thereof.” 

 

Staff Report: 

Section 11-12-2 of the City of Three Forks Zoning Ordinance identifies the approval criteria to 

be used for Conditional Use Permits, as follows: 

 

      A.  The use conforms to the objectives of the Master Plan and the intent of this Title. 

The Three Forks Zoning Ordinance allows home occupations as a conditional use in the 

R District, where the subject property is located. 

 

B. Such use will not adversely affect nearby properties or their occupants. 

According to the application submitted by Mr. Linkenhoker, noise and traffic caused by 

the home occupation will approximate typical residential uses.  

 

C. Such use meets density, coverage, yard, height, and all other regulations of the district in 

which it is to be located, unless otherwise provided for in this Title. 

The subject property meets all of the zoning regulations of the R District. 
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D. Public hearings have been held, after the required legal notice has been given and the 

public has been given a chance to be heard upon this matter. 

E. Public hearings have been appropriately announced and scheduled for Thursday February 

21, 2019 at 7:00 PM with the Planning and Zoning Board and on Tuesday, March 12, 

2019 at 7:00 PM with the City Council.  Public testimony and written comments will be 

taken and considered at each public hearing. 

 

Analysis 

Mr. Linkenhoker submitted a quite detailed application which describes the proposed home 

occupation and its potential impacts, which he accurately notes is traffic and noise. The business 

would consist of the engineering design, production, and prototyping of metal and plastic parts. 

The actual process will be using an advanced computer controlled machine.  

 

The application states that “the business is not a ‘traditional’ metal working or welding shop. Its 

primary means of metal manipulation is not abrasize, forging, hammering, welding, nor grinding. 

It is not a blacksmith shop. Additionally, it is not intended to be a high volume or large part 

(engine blocks, etc) shop, nor is the intention to grow into a business with a large employee base 

without moving to commercial space.” 

 

The applicant performed sound tests to compare the noise from the CNC machine to other tools. 

His comparison table is pasted below. 

 
 

The other issue addressed in the application concerns traffic. He states that there will be initial, 

one-time traffic from equipment delivery. When that is complete, he states that traffic will return 

to “nearly the current level”, with occasional customers picking up parts, and that the anticipated 

deliveries of materials will occur during normal business hours.  

 

Finally, it appears that adequate parking exists for this business. In addition to the off-street 

parking required for a single-family structure, industrial uses require 1 space per employee. It is 

assumed that the business will have only one employee. There are four off-street parking spaces 

available. 

 

 



 3 

Conclusion:  

The Planning & Zoning Board and the City Council must consider whether the intent of 

the City of Three Forks Zoning Ordinance is being met when considering this 

application.  
 

Public comment must be considered, however, assuming no significant comments as to 

the contrary staff recommends approval of the applicant’s request for a Conditional 

Use Permit at 314 W Front St. 
 

 


