
Three Forks Rodeo Grounds Board 
Minutes of Meeting June 15th, 2017 

 
A meeting was held this date at the cookshack at the Three Forks Rodeo Grounds. Present were Mike 
Lane, Casey Elmose, Rick Moeykens, Larry Wabeke, Chuck Wambeke and Christina Kamps. WHobee 
Hughes joined the meeting late. 

Minutes from the June 5th meeting were distributed and read by all present. A motion was made by 
Mike to approve the minutes as submitted. Casey seconded. All in favor. 

Contract Labor agreements were discussed for three positions: Executive Secretary, Arena 
Groundskeeper and Advertising Sales Person. Drafts had been distributed at the last meeting. First was 
the Executive Secretary Job description. With no discussion, Rick motioned to send on to the City 
Attorney, Mike seconded, all were in favor. 

Next was the review of the Advertising Sales Person agreement that specifies sales of advertising for a 
commission rate. With no further discussion, Casey motioned to approve, Rick seconded. All were in 
favor. 

Last was the Arena Groundskeeper agreement. Again, when asked if there was any discussion, there was 
none. Mike move to send the contract for review, Casey seconded and all were in favor. 

Setup will be Thursday, July 13th. We will hang signs, pick up and set up tents along with setup of the 
beer garden etc. At this time, Whobee joined the meeting. Christina reported that she has the tickets 
now and will distribute to ticket outlets around the 4th of July. Posters will be ready next week. Vendors 
are booked. 

Larry reported that the shooters are lined up for Saturday’s halftime. They would like reimbursement for 
ammunition. The last time they were here, we paid either $50 or $100 and they were happy with that. 
Chuck suggested we offer $150 with the stipulation that they pick up all the balloon pieces. All agreed it 
would be good since it was a pain for cleanup last time. We will need guys to assist in setting up the 
balloons. Larry says that all the arena help is covered. 

Christina reported that the High School kids raising funds to go to Washington DC will do cleanup again. 
Chuck thanked Mike and Whobee for keeping the ground clean and neat. Whobee mentioned that the 
High Winds group did a great job. Christina noted that Nick Wagner who was part of the group even 
replaced a broken water valve. 

We will offer shuttle service again this year through Galavan. Last year, Friday night was not as busy, but 
by Saturday, it was much busier. Christina figured people were just getting it figured out as it was the 
first year it had been offered. Chuck reported that he had spoken with the driver, Susie Michael, and she 
had ideas for the map route based on what worked last year. Christina will meet with her to solidify the 
plan. 

Porta potties are scheduled. Rick asked about getting one closer to the crow’s nest. Whobee thought it 
wouldn’t be a problem and Rick agreed a truck could get close enough to pump it by driving into the 
arena. 

Christina will bring her fifth wheel again for use as the accountant trailer. Dave and Jill Hamilton will 



count the money again. Doug will not be here to run the money, but Chuck will ask Gary Wambeke and 
Matt Hussung if they’d do it again. Mike will work in the soda shack again with Richard Townsend. 

We need someone in charge of the beer garden. Contestant wristbands are here and we will be 
provided with ID wristbands for those purchasing alcohol from the distributors. The tent rental is 
confirmed. 

Banners and signs from last year are all located in the storage shed. We need to inventory what’s good 
and order any replacements through one of the beer distributors. We will do that at the end of the 
meeting. 

Christina mentioned that we had talked last year about having radios. Rick mentioned there’s a guy he 
works with that does them for country jam. We would need one each for beer garden/front gate, 
Chuck/Christina, concessions, cook shack, crow’s nest, rear gate and security. Larry will check with 
Murdochs and Rick with his co-worker to see how everything works with their setups. 

Gene sent a list of items with Mike to report/discuss: This Saturday, carpenter and rodeo committee 
member Jeff Langford is coming to install the new cookshack door and will move the swamp cooler. He 
will also look at the crow’s nest roof then. Mike McLean suggested not going to propane on a new water 
heater as we’d need to vent it through the roof. He felt like replacing it with another electric would be 
the best option. 

Larry had a question about the wood posts for the fence. He suggested going to Rocky Mountain Supply 
to get them or to Marks Miller Post and Pole at Clancy. He stated that those are better treated and will 
last longer than what they sell at Murdoch’s. Rick and Chuck asked why not just get from Scott Sayers. 
Rick reported that Scott gets them from Marks.  Larry will get with Scott to get them ordered. 

Rick reported that the new roping chute is in and that it’s 20” shorter than our current one. He thought 
two sections at the front of the loading area could move forward then we would fill that at the back. 
Rick asked if we wanted to have that done before the Wrangler Team Roping. Chuck asked if that was 
feasible. Rick thought so with some help and maybe Scott Sayers and his skid steer. 

Hay: Whobee thought Mark would donate a couple round bales. Casey said he should have some small 
squares by then. Last year we had 5 round bales. Whobee will coordinate with Bobby Sitz to see if they 
can donate some again as well. 

Mike talked to Cody Jackson at the KG Ranch today about the cow for the burger. The kill day was 
scheduled last year for July 10th and is a go. 

Whobee reported that the last set of bleachers need repair again. The boards are rotten. Chuck will take 
a look. 

At this time the meeting was adjourned to do an inventory of the banner signs. 

Our next regular meeting will be Monday, July 10th at 7pm at cookshack. 


