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FEBRUARY 13TH, 2018, The Three Forks City Council met in session in City 

Hall at 206 Main Street, and was presided over by Mayor Steven B. 

Hamilton.  Mayor Hamilton called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. for the 

FIRST meeting of FEBRUARY 2018. 

 

 

PRESENT: Council members George Chancellor, Deb Mickelberry, Teri 

Whitesitt, Gene Townsend, Ed Tharp and Dennis Nelson.  City Treasurer 

Kelly Smith and City Clerk Crystal Turner and were also present. 

 

The record reflects that a quorum was present, with the attendance of six 

(6) council members, and the meeting was held. 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag was led by Mayor Hamilton.  

Reminder to the public that the meeting was being recorded and a reminder 

for all those present to review the policies of conduct on the back on the 

agenda. 

 

 

GUESTS: Gloria Howland, Jessica Morey, Paxton Morey, Justin Stenger, Greg 

Travis, Natalie Ross, Gabriel Ross, Jason Kovnesky, Nicolai Kovnesky, 

Melissa Moser, Atreyu Moser, Brian Tollison, Corbin Tollison, Chuck 

Wambeke, Matt Bugland, Kelly Bugland, Cathy Felz, Halee Wilson and Loree 

Wilson. 

 

Mayor Hamilton asked for the Council’s permission to amend the agenda and 

move “New Business” item up.  The Council agreed. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Boy Scout Pack 3523 Presentation and Recognition of “Boy Scout Week” 

February 4-10, 2018 

Cub Master Jason Kovnesky introduced the Pack and highlighted recent 

activities including “Scouting for Food” on February 4
th
 and collected over 

500 pounds of food for the Headwaters Food Bank.  This was “Scouting for 

Food” for all of Gallatin County.  For the entire district, this Pack 

gathered 25% of the total food collected! Cub Master Kovnesky asked each 

scout to introduce themselves, state which den they are in, and then 

something like to do in Scouts: 

 

Nicolai Kovnesky, Bear: He has been learning about building and cooking. 
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Corbin Tollison, Tiger: He recently was being kind in order to turn over 

his Tiger patch because you must do a “good turn” in order to attach it 

correctly to your uniform. 

Atreyu Moser, Tiger: He hopes to continue to collect food. 

Paxton Morey, Lion: He explained the Lions and Tigers did science and made 

balloons on top with flour and other things and made gas in the balloons.   

Gabriel Ross, Wolves: (did not speak). 

 

Cub Master Kovnesky thanked the community for its support.  He added the 

he has a great group of parents for this den as well.   Cub Master 

Kovnesky stated not only this government, but also the United Methodist 

Church of Three Forks and the entire community is so very supportive.  He 

does not doubt that these Cubs will probably be sitting in seats like the 

Council some day. 

 

The Mayor asked if there were any PUBLIC COMMENTS/CONCERNS that were not 

on the agenda.  He recognized Mrs. Felz with the FCCLA at Three Forks 

School. 

  

While Mrs. Felz was setting up, Matt Bugland invited anyone interested 

(and added he believed the Boy Scouts would be doing the flag ceremony) 

has the American Legion “Americanism Day” on Tuesday at the 20
th
 at 7PM. 

 

Halee Wilson introduced herself and said FCCLA purchased marijuana goggles 

with the Drug Forfeiture funds the City provided.  Councilman Nelson and 

Mayor Hamilton put on marijuana goggles and attempted to drive remote 

control cars over a rug that looked like a cityscape, including a 

construction zone and roundabout.  The cars did not work very well so Mrs. 

Felz moved on to the next demonstration which was catching colored balls 

tossed to them by Halee.  Participants were only supposed to catch black 

balls, but two black, two blue and two orange were tossed at the 

participants.  (It is very difficult to differentiate colors when under 

the influence of marijuana.)  Mrs. Felz said the FCCLA kids are doing 

activities with the 6
th
 graders and in advisory period every day this week 

and all are welcome to attend.   

 

The Mayor asked if there were any other PUBLIC COMMENTS not on the agenda. 

Seeing none, he introduced the CONSENT AGENDA. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

a) Approval of Claim Paid due to Timeliness to Mail Utility Billing 

in the Amount of $159.67 
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b) Approval of Claims per List 

c) Approval of Fair Board Claims per List 

d) Approval of Meeting Minutes from January 23, 2018 

e) Approval of Joint City Council and Three Forks Rural Fire District 

Meeting Minutes from January 9, 2018 

f) Approval of Contract with Manhattan Bank Regarding ACH Origination 

 

Teri Whitesitt asked for more information on Claim #143122 for “Williams”.  

Crystal Turner clarified it was embroidery for a uniform shirt for 

Firefighter Williams. 

 

Councilwoman Whitesitt moved we approve the consent agenda.  Councilman 

Tharp seconded the motion.  There was no public comment. 

Motion Passed Unanimously. 

(FCCLA and Boy Scouts left the meeting.) 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

Public Hearing and Decision on a Resolution to Adopt the Capital 

Improvement Plan 

The Mayor read the resolution into the record in its entirety and reported 

to the Council that if approved this would be Resolution #281-2018.  The 

Mayor added that everyone turned in their priority sheets and we took 

those and compiled them by rank/priority. 

 

Councilman Chancellor moved to approve Resolution #281-2018, a resolution 

of the Three Forks City Council to adopt the Capital Improvement Plan.  

Councilwoman Whitesitt seconded the motion.  There were no public 

comments.  Board Discussion: Gene Townsend asked how long this capital 

improvement plan would be in effect for.  Mayor Hamilton stated five 

years, as per the Growth Plan.  Mr. Townsend continued that he understands 

we will review the plan annually, but if something comes up can you 

include that into the Capital Improvement Plan?  Kelly Smith said yes.  

She did not believe the Council would have to change the resolution just 

to replace a failed pump for instance – that would probably be 

maintenance-related.  Dennis Nelson added that the Budget Committee will 

review this annually as well and include the prioritized items in the 

annual budget. 

Motion Passed Unanimously.  

 

 

REPORT OF OFFICERS 

Fair Board Annual Report 
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Chuck Wambeke, Chairman of the Three Forks Rodeo Grounds Board thanked the 

Council for inviting him to this meeting.  As the Council is aware, this 

year the City took over the Fair Board’s finances.  It creates a little 

bit of a problem for the Board because the City’s software does not 

generate the reports the Board is accustomed to reviewing.  He hopes that 

by the end of this fiscal year we have all the bugs worked out. 

 

Also big this year was the rodeo; it was a record-setting year.  A typical 

Friday night has about 1,000 attendees, and this year we had around 2,350.  

So Family Night will continue to be promoted!   

 

Maintenance-wise, they re-keyed all locks on the buildings.  A big 

purchase was a “Black Widow Groomer” for preparing the facility for 

events.  They also repaired and added fencing along the alley on the 

backside of the rodeo grounds.  A couple years ago the grounds were re-

wired entirely, but they have not replaced wire from the panel to the 

individual RV outlets.  This year we plan on replacing those five outlets 

with new wires.  The soda shack (yellow trailer at the rodeo grounds) has 

had many issues with it over the years.  This year, the wind caught the 

metal roof and peeled it back and it will need to be rebuilt or possibly 

do something different all together.  Depending on how the bleachers’ 

project financing turns out, the Board will see if that can be replaced 

this fiscal year. 

 

The big project this year is bleacher replacement.  The Board is working 

on replacing our existing bleachers with the grandstands at the Bozeman 

High School track.  Gene Townsend and Chuck went to inspect the bleachers 

in early January – these bleachers seat about 2,400.  The Board is also 

working on financing options for a new set if the used set does not work 

out for them. 

 

The High School Rodeo has always been a co-sponsored event between the 

Chamber of Commerce and the Fair Board.  The Chamber wants to back out of 

this event, so the Board offered to take it over entirely.  The Board 

already takes care of around 75% of the work so they believe this will run 

smoothly. 

 

The Mayor said that the school now has a FFA group and suggested perhaps 

they would be willing to help with the HS Rodeo. 

 

Gene Townsend reported that he, Mike Lane and Kelly Smith met with the 

USDA Rural Development folks here at the City office, and then toured the 
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Fair Grounds.  He felt the meeting was very positive.  USDA Rural 

Development stated they had money available and no projects have applied 

at this time.  Rural Development will get back to the City regarding 

financing options for the used bleachers.  The engineer for that group 

lives just down the street from Van Winkle stadium (Bozeman’s) so he 

offered to go inspect those bleachers.  The meeting was very positive. 

(This concluded the Fair Board report.) 

 

City Treasurer Kelly Smith reported she received an email that DNRC is 

accepting applications to the RRGL program right now.  We had one in the 

past for a water project. 

 

City Clerk Crystal Turner reported the Municipal Summit meetings have been 

scheduled for April in various locations around the state.  These meetings 

are gears towards Mayors, Council members, City Managers, Clerks, and 

Public Works employees.  Please talk to Crystal is you wish to attend one 

of these sessions.  Crystal also reported the Three Forks Chamber invited 

the City to their annual dinner on 2/19 at 5:30pm at the Land of Magic; 

and the Gallatin County Commissioners are looking for a few locations in 

this end of the County, even possibly in Broadwater County regarding 

bridge replacements.  They intend to apply for a grant and would like 

community input on which bridge they should apply for.  Crystal will 

update the Council as she learns more specific details on when and where 

these meetings will be held. 

 

 

 

REPORT OF COUNCIL COMMITTEES 

Budget Committee – Dennis Nelson reported they met last week to review all 

departments affected by the General Fund (no problems noted) for the first 

half of the fiscal year.  Real strong in our budget right now. 

 

Crystal Turner apologized for the interruption, but added Sheriff Gootkin 

has requested a date for Law Enforcement negotiations.  This would be 

February 20
th
 at either 12 noon or 4PM.  The Committee agreed to 12 noon 

and Crystal said she would reply to the Sheriff. 

 

Ordinance Committee – Deb Mickelberry will touch base with Susan Swimley 

regarding a snow removal policy they are working on.  The Committee has 

the ordinance roughed out for what they want, but there are other sidewalk 

standards to be updated still so she wants to chat about having the cart 

before the horse. 
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Wastewater Project 

Final Draw SRF #31 in the amount of $5,904.00 and WRDA #11 in the amount 

of $17,711.94 for a total of $23,615.94 

Mayor Hamilton introduced the draws. 

 

Councilman Townsend made a motion to do the final draw on SRF #31 and WRDA 

#11 totaling $23,615.94.  Councilman Tharp seconded the motion.  There 

were no public or Council comments. 

Motion Passed Unanimously. 

 

Kelly Smith added the City did not use $19,000 of our WRDA money, and did 

not borrow $286,000 that we could have, so saved roughly $300,000 in the 

overall budget.  The City received a total of $1.2 Million in grants. 

 

Gloria Howland asked that when the Council brings up the snow removal 

ordinance that they write in the ordinance that parking on the sidewalk is 

not an adequate means to keeping snow off the sidewalks. 

 

Mayor Hamilton reported he spoke with Sgt. McDonough last week who said 

they were working on an ordinance enforcer.  He believed this person would 

begin next week.  Teri Whitesitt asked if it was Sam?  Mayor Hamilton said 

no, it was a different name but could not remember.  Teri continued by 

asking how many hours this enforcer would be enforcing city ordinances per 

month.  The Mayor was unsure. 

 

 

MAYOR & COUNCIL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

There were no Council announcements. 

 

The Mayor reported he spoke with Jamie Kirby at DNRC’s Forestry program, 

and we were also awarded our Arbor Day Grant.  One of the trees will be in 

memoriam of Hank Hecker.  Dennis Nelson and he also attended the DES 

Emergency Plan meeting.  The County has split the districts into five 

groups and then reviewed all the various hazards.  Lots of groups in 

attendance: Bozeman Fire, WC Fire, TF Fire, and Gallatin County Sheriff. 

 

The Mayor also reported that the School’s debaters wanted to qualify for 

the National Tournament and so they entered, and they all did well last 

weekend.  He added, “They did very, very well actually.”  They were tired 
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at the end, debating until 11PM one night and back at 7AM the next day.  

“It took them most of Saturday to lose twice.” 

 

 

AGENDA ITEMS FOR NEXT COUNCIL MEETING: 2/27/2018 

 FB Bylaws (move to later date) 

 Combined Fee Schedule resolution (also will be moved to a later 

date after the Growth Policy is updated) 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mayor Hamilton asked if there was any other item to come before the 

Council tonight and if not for a motion to adjourn.  Councilman Nelson “so 

moved” to adjourn.  Councilman Tharp seconded the motion.  There was no 

public comment.    

Motion Passed Unanimously. (7:56 P.M.) 

 

 

               

Steven B. Hamilton, Mayor    Crystal Turner, City Clerk 


