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FEBRUARY 11TH, 2019, The Three Forks City Council held a special meeting 

due to lack of quorum on the originally scheduled 2/12/2019 meeting, in 

Room 17 of the Three Forks School (210 Neal Street), and was presided over 

by Mayor Hamilton.  The Mayor called the meeting to order at 5:45 P.M. for 

the FIRST meeting of FEBRUARY 2019. 

 

PRESENT: Council members George Chancellor, Gene Townsend, Teri Whitesitt 

and Dennis Nelson were present.  Deb Mickelberry was excused.  City 

Treasurer Kelly Smith was also present and took notes as the Deputy Clerk. 

 

The record reflects a quorum was present, with the attendance of four (4) 

council members, and the meeting was held. 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag was led by Mayor Hamilton.  

 

 

GUESTS: Ahren Hastings of TD&H 

 

Mayor Hamilton called for any PUBLIC COMMENTS/CONCERNS not on the agenda.  

Seeing none, he introduced the CONSENT AGENDA. 

 

The Mayor informed the Council the City received eight Engineering Service 

proposals are available at City Hall or Crystal Turner can email them to 

the Council electronically for review prior to the decision/award on the 

February 26
th
, 2019, agenda. 

 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

Approval of the Following: 

a. Approval for Fire Department to Purchase Compressor 

b) Claim Paid due to Timeliness to JoAnna Lightner for $389.08 

c) Claim Paid due to Timeliness to Mail Utility Bills for $183.24 

d) City Claims per List 

e) Three Forks Rodeo Arena Claims per List 

f) Approval of Three Forks Rodeo Arena Board’s Recommendation to 

Hire Christina Kamps as Executive Secretary for the 2019 

Calendar Year 

g) Approval to Allow the Mayor to Sign the ACH Agreement with 

Manhattan State Bank 

h) Meeting Minutes from 1/22/2019 
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Councilman Townsend asked to segregate item “g” as he has questions. The 

Mayor allowed and asked Councilman Townsend what questions he had.  Gene 

Townsend said he noticed in the cover letter it says the bank will charge 

an additional $5.00 for failed ACH.  He asked for further explanation.  

Kelly Smith explained the bank agreement always says that but Manhattan 

Bank always waives the fee to us (their client) and charges the fee to the 

user without enough funds in their account.  Gene understood and did not 

have any more questions. 

 

Councilman Nelson moved to approve the Consent Agenda.  Councilwoman 

Whitesitt seconded the motion.  There was no public comment. 

Motion Passed 4:0. 

 

 

Due to the nature of this special meeting, the only item on the agenda was 

under NEW BUSINESS. 

Approval of Three Forks Rodeo Arena Board’s Recommendation to Hire TD&H / 

NE45 for engineering of the Bleacher project 

Project Manager Dennis Nelson explained the proposals received from TD&H 

and Gaston Engineering, as well as phone conversations he had with other 

firms interested but which decided not to submit a proposal.  He 

introduced Ahren Hastings of TD&H, who was present, to the Council and 

said after review of the two proposals and a meeting with Chairman Chuck 

Wambeke they have recommended to the Three Forks Rodeo Arena Board an 

award to TD&H and 45 Architecture. 

 

Dennis Nelson said he is the project manager for the bleacher project but 

stated he does not feel he needs to recuse himself from the vote as a 

council member. 

 

Councilman Nelson made a recommendation that the City Council approve the 

appointment of TD&H to be the engineer on the project.  Councilman 

Townsend seconded the motion.  Mayor Hamilton added this includes the 

architecture component to be awarded to 45 Architecture as well.  

Councilman Townsend added, from his perspective on the Three Forks Rodeo 

Arena Board, the Board liked the proposal being presented as time and 

expenses, with a total of $13,000 versus Gaston’s bid of a lump sum at 

$38,000.  If the Board cannot get the bleachers at all they were only into 

the project $13,000, so essentially would have saved money on the 

engineering.  Dennis Nelson said Gene’s comments reminded him the 

bleachers are not guaranteed to be given to the City or even sold to the 
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City yet until the construction project manager for the Van Winkle Stadium 

turns the bleachers back over to the Bozeman School Board to “dispose of”.  

Arhen Hastings said he does have a construction schedule, which has been 

pushed into the football season and the school does not want to be without 

bleachers.  As soon as the new stadium is complete, then the School Board 

will be free to turn over the bleachers to the construction manager.  

Dennis added this news unfortunately does not help us get new bleachers 

this July’s rodeo, but at least we will not be rushing this project. 

Motion Passed 4:0. 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mayor Hamilton for a motion to adjourn.  Councilman Nelson moved to 

adjourn.  Councilman Chancellor seconded the motion.  There was no public 

comment.    

Motion Passed Unanimously. (5:59 P.M.) 

 

 

 

               

Steven B. Hamilton, Mayor    Kelly Smith, Deputy Clerk 


