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MARCH 12TH, 2019, The Three Forks City Council met in session at City Hall 

at 206 Main Street, and was presided over by Mayor Hamilton.  The Mayor 

called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. for the FIRST meeting of MARCH 

2019. 

 

PRESENT: Council members George Chancellor, Deb Mickelberry, Teri 

Whitesitt, Gene Townsend, Steve Dahl and Dennis Nelson were present.  City 

Treasurer Kelly Smith and City Clerk Crystal Turner, City Attorney Susan 

Swimley and Sheriff Sgt. Dan McDonough were also present. 

 

The record reflects a quorum was present, with the attendance of six (6) 

council members, and the meeting was held. 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag was led by Mayor Hamilton.  

 

 

GUESTS: Ben & Sarah Linkenhoker, Gloria Howland, Diane Fuhrman, Matt 

Bugland, D.K. Brooks, John Jennings, Heath Hansen, Philip Kedrowski, John 

& Mary Hecht, Bill Skinner, Connor Carigli, Canis Communis, Corey Donahue, 

Joram Zuck, Tony Sorensen and Sheri Brown. 

 

Mayor Hamilton stated John Jennings will be shadowing him tonight as part 

of his senior project.  He then called for any PUBLIC COMMENTS/CONCERNS 

not on the agenda.  Seeing none, he introduced the CONSENT AGENDA. 

 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

A. Approval of the Following: 

1. Claims per List 

2. Three Forks Rodeo Arena Claims per List 

3. Meeting Minutes from 2/26/2019 

4. Zoning & Planning Meeting Minutes from 12/20/18 

5. Zoning & Planning Meeting Minutes from 1/17/19 

6. Allow Mayor to Sign Authorization for Gaston Engineering to 

Release Documentation to Great West Engineering 

 

Councilman Chancellor moved to approve the Consent Agenda.  Councilwoman 

Whitesitt seconded the motion.  There was no public comment. 

Motion Passed Unanimously. 

 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 
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Public Hearing and Decision on a Request by Philip Kedrowski for a 

Conditional Use Permit to Construct a Residential Duplex for the Property 

Located at Lot 2, Block 23 of the Three Forks Original Townsite (Plat D-

18), More Commonly Referred to as 306 2nd Avenue East 

Zoning & Planning Board Chairman George Chancellor read the staff report 

into the record and recapped the Zoning meeting held on 2/21/2019.  City 

Planner Randy Carpenter recommended approval of the conditional use permit 

for 306 2
nd
 Avenue East, and the Zoning Board voted to recommend the 

Council also approve this request. 

 

Applicant Philip Kedrowski said Mr. Chancellor informed the Council very 

well tonight so he would not be added anything, but he would be happy to 

answer any questions if the Council had any for him.  Gene Townsend asked 

if he planned to live there.  Mr. Kedrowski answered no.  Dennis Nelson 

asked if he planned to have two water meters on this property.  Mr. 

Kedrowski said he believed there would be two meters but he would have to 

talk with the construction crew when that time came.  Kelly Smith 

clarified that having one or two meters does not mean the applicant does 

not pay one or two impact fees.  Impact fees are set to be 100% the impact 

fee for the first unit and 80% for each additional unit. 

 

Public Comment – Matt Bugland spoke in support of the design.  As the 

owner of neighboring property at 302 2
nd
 Avenue East, he has had issues 

with the drainage from the applicant’s property in the past and he 

believes the plan shows this alleviates all that. 

 

There was no applicant rebuttal. 

 

Councilman Nelson moved we accept the conditional use permit application 

for the duplex at 306 2
nd
 Avenue East.  (Gene Townsend asked George if, at 

the Zoning & Planning meeting, there was talk about putting any conditions 

on this application.  George answered no.)  Councilman Chancellor seconded 

the motion.  There was no other public comment. 

Motion Passed Unanimously. 

 

Public Hearing and Decision on a Request by Benjamin C. Linkenhoker for a 

Conditional Use Permit to Operate a Business of Light Manufacturing and 

Engineering Design in the Garage Below the Applicant’s Living Quarters, 

Typically Monday through Friday 8:00 A.M. to 7:00 P.M. for the Property 

Located at Block 5, Lots 3 & 4, Buttelman’s Addition, Plat D-20, More 

Commonly Referred to as 314 W. Front Street 

Zoning & Planning Board Chairman George Chancellor read the staff report 

into the record and recapped the Zoning meeting held on 2/21/2019.  City 
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Planner Randy Carpenter recommended approval of the conditional use permit 

for 314 W. Front Street.  The Zoning Board voted to recommend the Council 

approve this request. 

 

George Chancellor added there are two letters opposing the application, 

both from John Hecht (owner of 311, 315, 319 and 323 W. Adams Street), 

which he read into the record.  There was one letter of support from 

Donald & Milly Orr (304 W. Front Street) which he also read into the 

record.  Crystal Turner added she just received an email via our website 

from Lance Wester (owner of 401 W. Adams Street) which was in support of 

the conditional use permit request. 

 

Applicant Ben Linkenhoker introduced himself and his wife Sarah.  He is 

very excited about opportunity: the opportunity to have income within 

their home and the opportunity to grow a business in the community which 

he feels will benefit the community at large for years to come.  He passed 

around parts he has made to show examples.  A CNC machine takes a solid 

piece of metal, takes a drill bit and cuts or makes holes to be used as 

parts or tools in other equipment.  Mr. Linkenhoker stated starting a 

small business has huge risks involved.  According to the Small Business 

Association 55% of businesses fail in the first two years, and of those, 

82% fail because of cash flow.  Starting this [business] at home will 

significantly increase our chance of success.  He understands the concerns 

of the neighborhood, primarily concerns regarding traffic and noise both 

of which the research detailed in his report covered thoroughly.  We live 

a sheet a plywood and laminate flooring away of the machine, and have a 

rental property in very close proximity on the property too.  Mr. 

Linkenhoker said, “We do not want to make our tenants mad or the neighbors 

mad for being the kind of neighbors which everyone hates.   

 

Public Comment – Sheri Brown met the Linkenhoker’s when they became 

interested in this property; she represented them.  From day 1 of meeting 

them and working through the process of buying this property, they have 

always shown consideration, compassion, and concern for others.  She 

stated she knows nothing about CNC machines, but believes they will be a 

great addition to our community.  “Ben speaks from the heart and has a lot 

of integrity,” Sheri said. 

 

Corey Donahue (321 W. Milwaukee Street) has been around CNC machines 

before and quite honestly they are quieter than I usually am at my house.  

Corey said, “I run masonry equipment [at my house] and have never had a 

complaint.  Quite honestly, he could have brought this machine in without 
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asking permission and no one would have probably even known.”  He 

suggested the Council if they could make the conditional use permit (CUP) 

nontransferable to appease Mr. Hecht’s concerns. 

 

Applicant rebuttal – Ben Linkenhoker has no problem, if this were 

approved, that the permit be for his operational uses only 

(nontransferable).  His impression was that a CUP for him and his use 

only.  He suggested writing a letter to all his neighbors, and those 

within the 150-feet already noticed, with his contact information and 

informing them of his proposed business hours. 

 

Public Comment - Tony Sorenson (223 W. Front Street) spoke regarding his 

neighbor Canis Communis who also has a CUP for a home occupation.  Tony 

has never heard his business operation, “So I support this request.” 

 

Bill Skinner spoke in support of the Linkenhoker’s request as a person who 

has worked with him at several jobs.  “One word which has been spoken of 

Ben already is ‘integrity’ and that is very true.  If he says he will do 

something, he will do it.  This enterprise will be a great business for 

this community,” Bill said. 

 

D.K. Brooks (304 W. Milwaukee Street) lives kitty corner from Canis and 

also never heard his business.  “He has been a very good neighbor.  My 

wife and I have spoke with the Ben Linkenhoker on several occasions and 

feel this will be a good addition to our community.” 

 

Canis Communis (223 W. Front Street) supports this application.  He 

probably listens to music louder than the CNC machine and he hopes the 

Council supports this request. 

 

Diane Fuhrman (310 W. Milwaukee Street) was the listing agent for this 

property.  She stated the former owner had table saws, drills, and a wood 

planer and no one complained about noise when he was doing his projects, 

whether or not they were for personal use.  She does not believe the 

application will negatively impact the neighborhood. 

 

John Hecht spoke in opposition.  He does not have anything against Mr. 

Linkenhoker, but John’s tenants are directly across the alley and he is 

worried about the noise.  He asked if the Council would be agreeable to 

place a condition which would only be used Ben Linkenhoker (not future 

owners or tenants).  That would alleviate some of his and his wife Mary’s, 

concerns.  He has heard the other comments tonight saying it is not a 
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noisy operation, but Ben told him during the initial stage it could be 

noticeable.  

 

Ben Linkenhoker rebutted he believe Mr. Hecht is slightly taking his 

comments out of context.  Ben’s employer has four CNC machines where he 

took the data.  They can be “noisy” but the data proves it is not 

typically louder than the conversations in this room right now. 

 

Mr. Hecht asked if a neighboring property has any recourse if this were 

approved.  Kelly Smith said, as she was trained by the previous City 

Planner, this is a condition of use.  So when the Council places 

conditions on the permit, if the neighborhood proves those conditions are 

in violation they could file complaints to the City Council.  Susan 

Swimley agreed, for example if the Council wanted to adopt a condition 

like Ben offered tonight to alleviate the neighbor’s concerns – then the 

neighbors could come back and say it was a condition and he is violating 

that. 

 

Mayor Hamilton turned on his decibel application on his phone during the 

conversation over the past ten minutes or so.  The highest was when Susan 

Swimley spoke at 80, 60 when he spoke, and the rest of the room registered 

around 50 decibels (dB). 

 

Matt Bugland spoke regarding the insulation and sound barrier the 

Linkenhoker’s already have in their garage where the business would be. 

 

Gene Townsend asked how big the truck delivering the steel or aluminum 

would be.  Ben said there is usually a delivery cost so he has planned to 

pick up.  Gene continues, “And how would you deliver the end product?”  

(UPS or personally delivered to Bozeman).  “A few council meetings ago we 

had delivery truck discussions, so that is why I asked,” state Gene.  Ben 

replied that most end products will be hand delivered.  “I do not drive a 

heavy equipment truck,” he added.  Dennis Nelson complimented Ben’s 

application – very detailed, “Thank you.”  Dennis asked Ben to clarify 

what he meant by “Standard business hours?  Is that M-F 8-5?”  Ben 

answered, “Yes, the plan is to attempt to keep it within those hours, but 

deadlines may alter that from time to time.  My wife and I live upstairs 

and we intend to be respectful of the neighborhood.” 

 

Gene Townsend wished to place a condition on this application that if Ben 

sells this property or it is no longer used for the request in the 

conditional use permit application, this CUP will cease and no longer be 
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in effect.  John Hecht asked if the CUP could also be if the property were 

rented out.  Susan Swimley responded no it could not because a home 

occupation means you live there too.  Sarah Linkenhoker asked if they were 

ever to live in the home which is currently rented to their tenants, and 

rent out the space they are currently living in – would that be acceptable 

to the City?  Susan responded it would be acceptable as both homes are on 

the same property, and the CUP is being obtained for the property, with 

these owners. 

 

Councilman Townsend moved to accept the conditional use permit with the 

condition I put upon it, and with them getting a business license.  

Councilwoman Whitesitt seconded the motion.  Susan asked if the Council 

also wished to accept the applicant’s offer for a condition (to provide 

contact info to all the neighbors).  Both Council members Townsend and 

Whitesitt agreed.  [For clarification, that is a motion of: Approval to 

accept the conditional use permit request to operate a home occupation at 

314 W. Front Street, with the following conditions: 1) He suggested 

writing a letter to all his neighbors, and those within the 150-feet 

already noticed, with his contact information and informing them of his 

proposed business hours; 2) if Ben sells this property or it is no longer 

used for the request in the conditional use permit application, this CUP 

will cease and no longer be in effect; 3) obtain a City business license.] 

There was no further public comment. 

Motion Passed Unanimously. 

 

 

REPORT OF OFFICERS 

City Treasurer Kelly Smith reported on McKinstry’s visit regarding energy 

efficiency upgrades to City Hall.  They mainly do big remodels, not just 

electrical upgrades.  If The Council wants them to look at all City 

buildings they can do that, but if we just want to upgrade electrical of 

City Hall we really should just go out for electrical contract proposals.  

Teri Whitesitt suggested having Northwestern Energy (NWE) do an assessment 

as a starter?  Dennis Nelson agreed starting with NWE.  Dennis did not 

suggest have NWE review the Fire Hall as there is nothing to improve it.  

Gene Townsend said we did lighting upgrades in City Hall 15 years ago, but 

basically due to technology we have outgrown our building.  HE believes we 

need to start looking at our meter box and ensure we have enough 

electricity coming in to our building.  City Hall is one of the oldest 

buildings on Main Street. 
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Kelly also informed the Council that Michael Tucker said we have the best 

website in the valley.  She reported that the newer Gas Tax revenues will 

be around $39,000.  Kelly budgeted receiving more than that, so no budget 

amendment is necessary – however, the State has this on a calendar year 

versus a fiscal year (July-June) so we will not ever know our revenues 

until 6-7 months in the budgeted fiscal year. 

 

Kelly also provided an update to Randy Carpenter’s email regarding the 

Growth Policy update and grant opportunities.  Randy thinks we should 

apply for a bigger grant application, like $40,000 with a city match of 

$10,000 rather than only doing the bare minimum.  Randy had great 

suggestions as to why Three Forks should do a comprehensive update, 

including growth in Gallatin County (expected to grow by 100,000 in the 

next 20-30 years) and Broadwater County and how that will affect Three 

Forks.  Other things to consider are the shape of our infrastructure and 

how soon upgrades will need to be made, how much those upgrades cost, how 

many more homes will likely be built on the south end of Broadwater County 

which may not affect water and sewer for the City but it definitely 

affects our Fire Department, Ambulance District, city streets, and other 

volunteer organizations.  The deadline is still April 1
st
, so if we plan to 

apply for any grant we need to get moving on this.  Mayor Hamilton asked 

the Council to give Kelly direction on how it wishes to proceed with this 

grant.  He hopes to see the Council move towards the bigger, in depth 

Growth Policy updated. 

 

George Chancellor asked if the Council can do another paragraph update to 

suffice for the next 5 years.  Kelly replied yes, the Council can do 

whatever it wants.  Susan Swimley urged the Council to do a more in depth 

review and update.  Gallatin County is the fastest growing county in our 

State and we need to think about where and how we would like to grow when 

it does come to Three Forks.  Gene Townsend stated he would make motion 

that we do at least the $30,000 grant application, and I’m really thinking 

if it has to be in by April 1
st
 Randy [Carpenter] needs to get writing.  If 

we wait for our next meeting it will be too late.  The point Susan 

[Swimley] made about Broadwater County and what is happening around here – 

we need to incorporate their growth into Three Forks’ plan. 

 

Councilman Townsend moved that we apply for at least the $30,000 grant 

application.  Councilwoman Mickelberry and Councilman Chancellor seconded 

the motion in unison.  Public Comment – Matt Bugland asked if anyone from 

the City has spoke with Northern Rocky Mountain Economic Development 

District.  Kelly Smith answered, “Yes, they will help us when we decide 
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what to do.”  She also stated that Randy Carpenter has stated he will not 

be submitting a request to do the Growth Policy, so he is not going to 

financially benefit. 

Motion Passed Unanimously. 

 

City Clerk Crystal Turner reported to the Council, and those present, that 

Headwaters Country Jam organizers have requested to get the word out that 

they are looking for 6-10 acres of field or open land to have parking in 

town while they shuttle folks out to the concert venue.  They would like 

to keep people off the roads which are intoxicated, and reduce traffic 

overall.  If anyone has any ideas of properties that would work please 

contact Jereb Carter (email at bottom of email provided to the Council). 

 

Crystal also reported T.K. Gibson has resigned from the Three Forks 

Library Trustees, so she will contact Doreen Kennedy (who was not 

appointed at the last meeting) in hopes she is still interested in 

serving. 

 

Crystal stated she has been working with Gwynn Rochford, Doug Hamilton and 

attempted to connect with Danika Quenemoen, all who sell insurance here in 

Three Forks, on a “Did You Know?” article about the warranty/insurance 

programs covering water and sewer lines.  This is very timely as there are 

seventeen properties which have frozen service lines. 

 

Lastly, Crystal has been working with Great West Engineering to negotiate 

a contract for City Engineer.  She handed a copy to Susan Swimley to 

review. 

 

Susan Swimley did not have a report. 

 

Sgt. McDonough did not have a report. 

 

 

REPORTS OF COUNCIL COMMITTEES 

Budget Committee will meet in April and take a look at the $30,000 grant 

and match, as well as review of Quarter 3 expenditures. 

 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

There was no unfinished business. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 



** Page 9 **    A SUMMARY OF PROCEEDINGS OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF 

CITY OF THREE FORKS, MONTANA, MARCH 12TH, 2019 

 
Award of Park Mowing & Weed Management Proposal 

Mayor Hamilton said there were four proposals received, which the Council 

all has in their packets, as well as a comparison sheet Crystal Turner 

created in hopes of looking at these more unilaterally.  The Mayor stated 

two proposals, B&B and All Seasons, have offered 3-year contracts.  

Crystal corrected him and stated her comparison sheet is incorrect – B&B 

offered a 5-year term.  (Although upon inspection when doing these minutes 

the comparison sheet was correct in noting B&B offered a 3-year term.) 

 

Deb Mickelberry stated she is concerned B&B Lawn and Snow did not include 

a fall cleanup in their proposal.  She views those as unforeseen charges.  

Bozeman Tree & Lawn did not submit a complete bid, in Deb’s opinion, since 

they did not include the mowing option.  She would not mind paying a 

little bit more for service we already know is good.  She is leaning 

towards All Seasons.  George Chancellor said, “Ditto.”  He also agreed 

Bozeman Tree’s bid in incomplete.  Gene Townsend stated staff told him 

they [All Seasons] have not increased their prices for six years.  They 

work around our park schedules and programs and Randy Johnston said they 

know where all the sprinkler heads are and he is very comfortable with All 

Seasons. Gene agrees in retaining All Seasons.  Teri Whitesitt said she 

agreed.  Mayor Hamilton stated he appreciated the Council explaining why 

they are leaning towards a higher dollar amount proposal.  Dennis Nelson 

agreed with all the plusses already stated: The service, the quality, the 

no raise over last six years.  We are looking at $3,700 more but the 

reasons stated give a good offset for that decision. 

 

Councilman Townsend moved to award a 3-year contract to All Seasons, Tree, 

Lawn and Snow, Incorporated.  Councilman Nelson seconded.  Public Comment 

– Steve Hanson of S&H Weed Control, he has bid against All Seasons 

multiple times and he always hears great things about them.  He 

appreciated the opportunity to bid and said the Council has made a good 

decision.  There were no other public comments. 

Motion Passed Unanimously. 

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS/CONCERNS (For items not on the agenda) 

Tony Sorensen spoke about Wendell Ewan’s great work smoothing up Railway 

Avenue last year, but now it has become a speedway.  What about putting a 

4-way stop in there?  He is looking out for public safety.  There are a 

lot of grain trucks coming out.  “BBG and myself don’t have a lot of 

impact – I come out early in the morning and don’t get back until late at 

night.”  Mayor Hamilton said there is a process – he will talk to Wendell 

and then to the Streets & Alleys Committee and check it out.  He asked 

Tony to complete a Street/Street Sign Request form. 

 

 

MAYOR & COUNCIL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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Teri Whitesitt encouraged the public to support foreign exchange students. 

 

Dennis Nelson updated the Council on the rodeo bleacher project – TD&H 

should have a draft contract to him by March 22
nd
 and he will get it to 

Susan Swimley for review immediately.  He hopes of having a draft before 

the Three Forks Rodeo Arena board at their April 1
st
 meeting. 

 

Mayor Hamilton reported on the Three Forks Schools’ boys and girls 

basketball teams.  He added that Mrs. Rutherford just texted him saying 

the Science Fair projects achieved 12 blue ribbons, 5 red ribbons, 1 white 

ribbon, 3 gold medals, 5 silver and 4 bronze medals, and the 1
st
 place in 

Small Schools Award.  The project about arsenic in our water got a silver 

medal and apparently won some money.  He visited with Randy Johnston today 

and the arsenic numbers are back below the maximum limit.  We are still 

looking at the media replacement option. 

 

Gene Townsend wanted to let Sgt. McDonough know he has noticed the code 

enforcement officer out each week and is glad to see them back in action. 

 

 

AGENDA ITEMS FOR THE NEXT COUNCIL MEETING: 

 FY2018 Audit presentation by Rudd & Company 

 Request to Not Spray for Noxious Weeds in Public Right-of-Way at 123 

W Jefferson Street and the Field Directly Across from this Address 

(Karen Walton) 

 Board Appointments: 

a. Board of Adjustment (if we have an application) 

b. Library Board 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mayor Hamilton asked for a motion to adjourn.  Councilman Nelson “so 

moved”.  Councilwoman Whitesitt seconded the motion.  There was no public 

comment.    

Motion Passed Unanimously. (8:23 P.M.) 

 

MANDATORY HARASSMENT TRAINING FOR STAFF & ELECTED OFFICIALS 

 

 

 

               

Steven B. Hamilton, Mayor    Crystal Turner, City Clerk 


