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SEPTEMBER 27, 2016, The Three Forks City Council met in session in City 

Hall at 206 Main Street, and was presided over by Mayor Steven B. 

Hamilton.  Mayor Hamilton called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. for the 

SECOND meeting of SEPTEMBER 2016. 

 

 

PRESENT: Council members George Chancellor, Deb Mickelberry, Teri 

Whitesitt, Sharon Smith, Ed Tharp, and Dennis Nelson.  Also present were 

City Treasurer Kelly Smith, City Clerk Crystal Turner, and City Attorney 

Susan Swimley. 

 

The record reflects that a quorum was present, with the attendance of six 

(6) council members, and the meeting was held. 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag was led by Mayor Hamilton.  

Reminder to the public that the meeting was being recorded. 

 

 

GUESTS:  Gloria Howland, Gallatin County Attorney Marty Lambert, Gallatin 

County Commissioner Joe Skinner, Gallatin County Administrator Jim Doar, 

Gallatin County Sherriff Brian Gootkin, and Kelly Bugland.  Matt Bugland 

arrived roughly 7:30PM. 

 

 

Mayor Hamilton asked if there were any PUBLIC COMMENTS/CONCERNS that were 

not on the agenda. 

 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

a) Approval of Claims per List(s) 

b) Approval of Meeting Minutes from September 13, 2016 

c) Approval of Change Order #10 for 70-lineal feet of chain link fence 

in the amount of $1,837.50 

 

The Mayor asked if there is anyone who wished to pull any consent agenda 

item. 

 

Deb Mickelberry asked about the Mountain View Montessori School claim 

#144223 and what it was.  Mayor Hamilton tried to explain but stated he 

was unsure of the details; he knew the City and McLean Plumbing were 

working on repairs.  Kelly Smith further explained that there was a water 

leak which the Water Department was repairing but did not notify the 

tenant and she was teaching school, she was unable to continue due to the 



** Page 2 **    A SUMMARY OF PROCEEDINGS OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF THREE 

FORKS, MONTANA, SEPTEMBER 27th, 2016 

 
repair work – losses to the school were snacks, finding alternate care for 

the children, and cleaning costs. 

 

Councilman Nelson made a motion to approve the consent agenda.  

Councilwoman Whitesitt seconded the motion.  There was no public comment. 

Motion Passed Unanimously. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

County Commission Presentation of Law & Justice Center Building 

Improvement which is on the November 2016 ballot 

Commissioner Skinner said that the current Law & Justice (L&J) Center was 

purchased about 1976, which was an old school.  It was remodeled back 

then, and worked well until 1994, when it had a fire and had to be 

remodeled again.  It was remodeled with the intention of [the City of] 

Bozeman moving in after the remodel, and about a few years ago we ran out 

of space.  “We’ve just outgrown it.”  In 2011, the City of Bozeman was in 

such dire straights for room, they purchased some land and hoped to   do 

something cooperatively with the County.  For several years we tried to 

plan something together but it never made it to fruition.  The City went 

out on their own, and pushed [the bond approval of] the Rouse Justice 

Center, which would have been city-only liability.  That bond failed in 

2014.  We got together as staff (city and county), elected officials, and 

came to the conclusion that the bond failing is because people in the city 

[of Bozeman] wanted both parties to work together.  We started working a 

couple years later designing a facility to house all. 

 

“Build it ‘just right’ not too big, not too small,” is the motto.  This 

proposed four-story Law Enforcement and Justice Center building would 

house the Sheriff, County Attorney, prosecutors, Justice Courts, District 

Courts, Youth Probation, Coroner Office, Victim Services, Drug Task Force 

Operations, records, Special Response Team, evidence, City Police, 

Municipal Courts and City prosecutors.  We have planned for a 4
th
 District 

Court because we know one day we will need that.  It is a necessity to 

have the Sheriff’s department work together with the City Police, so that 

is why they would be housed together.  We plan to build these facilities 

while we continue to use the existing L&J.  It would take about two years 

to build.  Once built we could move in and then demolish existing L&J.  

The proposed structure has 63% shared space (mechanical rooms, bathrooms, 

locker rooms, evidence rooms, meeting rooms, etc.) which would be 

duplicated if individual L&J’s were built.  Commissioner Skinner assured 

the public that the City of Bozeman will be paying their fair share of 

what they will be using on this facility.   
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Commissioner Skinner continued, “So, what is driving this project?  We do 

not just want to go build a new building, it is expensive and we do not 

just need ‘something new’.  We have had rapid growth in our communities, 

and that we outgrew the building about 15 years ago.  People have been 

sharing space, stuffed together, but doing a good job working together.  

The county has doubled in population since they moved into this building 

back in 1979.  The Police Department and Gallatin County Sheriff Office 

have doubled in staff because of that.  We have had several independent 

analyses, regarding adding on, or remodeling the existing building.  

Several analysts have said no, it would cost more to bring that building 

up to code than it would be to build a new one.”  He turned the 

presentation over to Sheriff Gootkin. 

 

Sheriff Gootkin introduced himself and stated that when he first started 

as a deputy in 1993, Susan Swimley was a deputy County Attorney.  She was 

in the office without windows.  (Everyone chuckled.)  There have been so 

many changes since Brian has been in the building, and all with taxpayer 

dollars.  The Sheriff is responsible for court security, and currently we 

have no security, no magnetometers.  “When we bring inmates over in 

shackles to attend court, they are in the same hallways as their victims, 

or families, and this is an unsafe procedure.  The new facility would take 

care of all the security concerns, where they [inmates] would be shuttled 

via a secure hallway from the detention center.  There is a lot of other 

public coming into the building, for marriage licenses, divorces, or 

family custody: all sorts of emotions without any security.  The other 

reason that Bozeman Police and the Sheriff Office need to stay together is 

that they work as a team.  They work as a combined special team sharing 

detectives and evidence techs,” explained the Sheriff. He concluded that 

security is his number one reason for supporting a new L&J.  

 

County Attorney Marty Lambert spoke about victims and their interactions 

in the L&J.  He has worked around the building for 33 years.  In FY2016 

alone HAVEN served 394 survivors, CASA/Guardian ad Litem served 125 

children, and Gallatin County Victim Services assisted 2,036 victims of 

violent crimes.  Mr. Lambert said, “Victims should not have to run into 

their offender in the halls walking to a courtroom to testify, or work out 

a divorce, or a child custody dispute.  They deserve a safe environment to 

visit with judges, police, clerks and legal associates.”  Those of us who 

work with these groups, work in three different areas: the Judge Guenther 

building, downtown the city attorneys and prosecutors work on Rouse 

Avenue, and then all meet in the L&J too.  Mr. Lambert added, “Having a 
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central location would simplify the process for the victims as well as for 

staff.”  He then turned it over to Mr. Doar. 

 

County Administrator Jim Doar talked about the current building’s 

inadequacies.  “It is structurally unsafe and does not meet modern 

building codes.  If something were to happen, heaven forbid an earthquake 

or something were to take down the building, the responders could be the 

victims.”  He continued that the new law and justice center is designed to 

meet our current needs and those of future growth.  Technology 

enhancements will allow for faster communications, safe wiring, and 

structurally sound environments, with accesses for employees, customers 

and secure access for law enforcement and its inmates.    (The slideshow 

presentation showed pictures of evidence storage rooms which had boxes 

stacked nearly to the top of the room.  There are no fire sprinklers in 

the buildings, no way to save any of this evidence if there was a fire.  

He showed another slide demonstrating insufficient court file storage.  

Retention schedules require paper copies of court records still because 

the Legislature has not approved going to digital records yet. The court 

file storage area also serves as the fire escape.)  Kelly Bugland asked if 

the Fire Department was also located in the L&J.  Sheriff Gootkin answered 

that Fire is not included in this building – and that they were moved with 

the 911 dispatchers in their facility off Oak Street, which was built in 

2008 or so.  Mrs. Bugland retorted that all responders would not be 

trapped then if the building came down in an earthquake or other event. 

 

Commissioner Skinner asked to go back to another slide showing how the 

inmates will be transported via an elevator from the detention center. 

 

The total cost is $68.3M, which is trying to be accomplished via a county 

bond, and a city mill levy.  County is to bond the whole project, because 

the County has a better bond rating than the City does.  The City of 

Bozeman will simultaneously go out for a mill levy to pay their share.  

Gallatin County’s share is about $47M, and the City of Bozeman’s is 

roughly $20.5M.  Both bonds would have to pass in order for this to work.  

The County brought an architect on board about one year ago, trying to 

keep the costs down as much as can be to make sure we are getting the 

“best bang for our buck”.  The first time the architect proposed the 

project they estimated $80M, and the County agreed to cut out a lot of 

things which brought the cost down to about $65M.  However, they realized 

there are some things these departments cannot do without in order to 

perform their jobs so the cost went back up to $68.5M. 
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The County bond would cost $20.33/year on a home with $100,000 taxable 

value.  City of Bozeman residents would be voting on both the county bond 

and city mill levy.  Shared space will save in construction costs, save in 

maintenance, save in shared utilities, etc.  He understands there is “bond 

fatigue” out there but Commissioner Skinner stated the more he has been 

involved in this project the more he has realized the need is not going to 

go away, nor the cost go down. 

 

Marty Lambert, who spoke on behalf on the “Friends of the L&J”, which is a 

registered group with the Commissioners of Political Practices, and he is 

here to ask for the support of the public.  He believes it is not a good 

use of taxes to sink money into an old building to bring it up to building 

code.  He asked people to vote ‘yes’, and handed out support pamphlets for 

the L&J bonds. 

 

Crystal Turner asked what happens if the county bond passes and the city’s 

bond does not, or vise versa.  Commissioner Skinner responded that the 

entire project would die – both bonds must pass to move forward.  Susan 

Swimley spoke regarding criminals not knowing jurisdictional boundaries 

and the City of Bozeman and Gallatin County share boundary lines.  She 

gave the example of stolen cars or guns – a crime spree of stolen cars in 

the city limits, and another spree in the county which both may be the 

same perpetrators.  These two separate entities in separate areas would 

not know the crime sprees occurring could be linked.  Having both law 

enforcement entities co-located has saved crimes and saved lives because 

the officers/deputies are talking to each other on a more frequent basis.  

Sheriff Gootkin added that in Billings, Missoula and Great Falls – they 

are all separate and do not have the relationships we have here.  Sharing 

officers/deputies and relationships has greatly improved closing cases. 

 

Matt Bugland asked about the efficiencies of sharing information via 

today’s technology.  Sheriff Gootkin said it is a different world than 

texting/emailing versus face-to-face conversations and working together 

adding that both are needed but the face-to-face interactions can be more 

helpful to solving crimes than expected. 

 

Gloria Howland asked if this would increase the City of Three Forks’ 

contract price for law enforcement services.  Sheriff Gootkin said this 

particular issue would not affect the contract price.  He stated that the 

L&J ballot issue did not necessarily mean he would not come and ask for an 

increase because of personnel or equipment expenses. 

Denny Nelson asked what we could expect for services at the L&J, and 

making Three Forks more efficient.  Sheriff Gootkin replied that as a 
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county tax payer, you already pay for law enforcement services; the City 

of Bozeman will still send special police officers here when a situation 

requires it because all entities are working as a team and help the more 

rural areas with various resources as needed. 

 

Marty Lambert said that Three Forks taxpayer dollars will go towards 

evidence storage, victim services or other programs, which is advantageous 

to all taxpayers.  Steven Hamilton said he participated in the public 

safety academy last year and toured the L&J on the last day of the 

session.  He was astonished as to how many law enforcement staff was 

housed in the Sheriff Office building.  Sheriff Gootkin said his priority 

is not the staff stuffed inside, but the public that uses the building 

daily. 

 

Marty Lambert, on behalf of the “Friends of the Law & Justice Center”, 

asked for an endorsement of the City Council, or that the Council at least 

discuss it at an upcoming meeting prior to the election. 

 

Denny Nelson asked Joe Skinner for his feeling of this bond passing with 

all the other bond issues on the ballot this November.  Mr. Skinner 

explained he felt that, at most places he has presented at, the public was 

supportive.  He is optimistic.  Mr. Lambert added he believes the hurdle 

will be for Bozeman voters to pass both bonds. 

 

George Chancellor asked what an endorsement actually means.  Mrs. Swimley 

said it means it would be “your recommendation [to the public] to vote for 

it”.  Steven Hamilton added that, “As far as a commitment beyond that, it 

would still be at the voter level and have to be approved by the voters.” 

 

The County employees were thanked for their time and coming to provide the 

residents of Three Forks an educational presentation. 

 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

Approval of Impact Fee Payment Agreement for 203 W. Front Street 

Susan Swimley explained that a conditional use permit (CUP) was approved 

for a living unit above the garage back in August.  The current owners 

bought the property with living quarters already above the garage.  They 

have brought it into compliance by obtaining the CUP.  They assure no one 

will live in it until they meet all conditions of the CUP.  They cannot 

financially pay the impact fees all at once, so Mrs. Swimley’s proposal 

was to have the Redman’s enter into a payment schedule.  The Redman’s 

would not be able to sell the property, nor will they be able to obtain 
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any other mortgages on the property until the impact fees are paid in 

full.  She made the offer on behalf of the City, and asked the Mayor to 

sign it, who asked that this be on an agenda to allow the Council to 

review/approve it prior to his signature.  Mrs. Swimley has put together a 

method in this contract to file a lien on the property so that all know 

this property has an abstract agreement tied to the property.  Kelly Smith 

stated that Randy Johnston is going to go over and see how the garage unit 

is hooked up and add a meter if needed.  The public noted a typo in Mr. 

Redman’s name and in the date in the first line.  Teri Whitesitt asked 

about an eight-year payment schedule and if we could reduce it.  Susan 

replied that they have committed to this amount, but they do have the 

option to pay early.  Kelly Smith added that they have already paid more 

than the agreed upon amount in their first payment. 

 

Councilman Chancellor made a motion to approve the mayor’s signature on 

the agreement for payment of the impact fees for Walter and Karen Redman 

in the City of Three Forks.  Councilwoman Smith second the motion.  Kelly 

Bugland said that they have a tenant in there now; she drives by daily and 

sees lights on inside the garage apartment.  Susan Swimley responded that 

the Redman’s have stated there is no longer anyone living in the apartment 

but there is someone working in there.  Teri Whitesitt asked if we [the 

Council] pass this, can we check on this property to ensure that 

everything is up to code before it is occupied.  Mrs. Swimley responded 

that upon entering into this contract, the City would have the right to 

enter the property.  Steven Hamilton added that the agreement says that 

with 24-hours notice posted on the garage door the City may enter. 

Motion Passed Unanimously. 

 

Mrs. Swimley was excused. 

 

Decision on Budget Committee Recommendation to Accept Avidity, LLC’s Quote 

to Perform Tree Maintenance in City Parks and Along Main Street – Trim 

Only in Parks, Trim & Cleanup Certain Parts Along Main Street #8,350.00; 

OR Trim and Cleanup in Parks and Certain Parts Along Main Street for 

$11,850.00 

Mayor Hamilton introduced this item and said that George Chancellor did an 

inventory along Main Street.  He gave the example of Helton-Peterson 

Park’s trees being so overgrown that you cannot even see the stop sign 

which is a safety issue.  He added that the City has budgeted for tree 

maintenance this year, and both quotes from Avidity are under the 

projected budget.   
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Crystal Turner commented that we only received two company’s quotes, but 

that they were not “apples to apples” comparisons.  One company quoted all 

trimming with cleanup; the other company quoted just trimming without 

cleanup.  Crystal went back to both companies and asked them to each 

provide quotes to include the cleanup (or not) so we could compare “apple 

to apples”.  Bozeman Tree Service had not responded, so the Council can 

only compare Avidity and Bozeman Tree’s quotes of trimming with cleanup. 

 

Teri Whitesitt said she performed a rough calculation and came up with 

roughly $20,000 difference between the quotes.  Crystal added that Avidity 

has stated it will cut down dead trees, but these quotes are not removing 

the stumps.  That may be something the Council will have to consider down 

the road. 

 

Councilwoman Smith motioned to approve the quote to Avidity in the amount 

of $11,850.00.  Councilwoman Whitesitt seconded the motion.  Kelly Bugland 

said she recently used Avidity and feels they did a phenomenal job.  She 

received quotes for years for their properties and none had ever been 

financial feasible until she obtained a quote from Avidity.  She was very 

happy with their service.  Mrs. Bugland also asked where the cut branches 

would go.  Crystal Turner replied that Avidity has some people interested 

in the shavings, and the rest will go to the City yard. 

 

Approval of Service Agreement with Avidity, LLC 

Crystal Turner explained the service agreement, which was created by Susan 

Swimley.  The standard template requires a $1.5M insurance policy, and for 

the company to be bonded.  Crystal had asked Susan if Avidity’s $1M 

insurance policy, and not being bonded, would be acceptable and she had 

agreed to that.  Crystal has amended the service agreement to reflect 

that.  The project would be completed in 30-days, assuming the start date 

would be the day after the agreement is signed.  Crystal has populated the 

service agreement at the lesser amount.  Since the Council chose to 

include cleanup, the agreement would need to be amended to reflect the 

higher amount. 

 

Councilwoman Whitesitt moved that we approve the agreement with Avidity, 

LLC and Three Forks.  Councilwoman Mickelberry seconded the motion.  

Crystal Turner asked if the motion was for the higher amount which 

included cleanup.  Mrs. Whitesitt amended her motion to include the higher 

amount quoted of $11,850.00.  Mrs. Mickelberry agreed to amend her second.  

No other comments. 

Motion Passed Unanimously. 

 



** Page 9 **    A SUMMARY OF PROCEEDINGS OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF THREE 

FORKS, MONTANA, SEPTEMBER 27th, 2016 

 
Public Hearing and Decision on the First Reading of an Ordinance Amending 

Title 11, Zoning Regulations, of the Three Forks Municipal Code to 

Incorporate Mini-warehouse/Self-storage Units as Permitted and 

Conditionally Permitted Uses into the Neighborhood Highway and General 

Industrial Districts 

Mayor Hamilton read the ordinance into the record in its entirety.  He 

noted a typo of “manage” should be edited as “manager”; and Kelly 

commented that “Central Business” in the 4
th
 “whereas” should be “General 

Industrial”.  Crystal Turner verified that the title/chapter was accurate, 

and that the public notice matched the intended change.  Crystal will edit 

and reprint. 

 

Councilwoman Whitesitt moved to approve Ordinance #366-2016 with the 

changes in the fourth “Whereas” where “Central Business District” is 

“General Industrial District” and changing the word “manage” to “manager” 

in 11-2-2.  Councilwoman Smith seconded the motion.  Kelly Bugland asked 

if U-haul’s would be associated as an accessory business, as most other 

communities have U-haul-type services available at storage units.  Kelly 

Smith replied that she would have to review if General Industrial allows 

rental companies. 

Motion Passed Unanimously. 

 

Public Hearing and Decision on the First Reading of an Ordinance Amending 

Title 5, Chapter 8 of the Three Forks Municipal Code to Prohibit Camping 

or Overnight Parking at the Three Forks Ponds 

Mayor Hamilton read the ordinance into the record in its entirety. 

 

Teri Whitesitt thanked the committee for their patience, saying they 

struggled with writing this one because of enforcement and legal issues.   

 

Councilman Chancellor made a motion that we approve the first reading of 

Ordinance #367-2016, a public hearing and decision on the first reading of 

an ordinance amending Title 5, Chapter 8 of the Three Forks Municipal Code 

to prohibit camping or overnight parking at the Three Forks ponds.  

Councilwoman Smith seconded the motion.  Gloria asked if this would 

prohibit anyone too tired to continue driving to pull off the interstate 

and sleep for a few hours on the property right off the interstate.  It 

will not, as that is private property. 

Motion Passed Unanimously. 

 

Public Hearing and Decision on the First Reading of an Ordinance  Amending 

Title 7 of the Three Forks Municipal Code to Remove the Prohibition of 

Parking Certain Vehicles on City Streets, and to Allow for a Conditional 
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Use Permit Process to Occupy a Recreational Vehicle for More than 72-Hours 

in a Calendar Year 

Mayor Hamilton read the ordinance into the record in its entirety.  He 

noted a typo in the spelling of GENERAL in 7-2-5’s header, and asked if 

the Council wished include “or below” at the end of sentence in 7-2-14-A-

2.  The Council agreed.  Deb Mickelberry commented that the original 

intent was to not have people living in campers around town, but we have 

already witnessed people living in vehicles which are not recreational by 

definition.  Someone could pitch a tent on a lot they own and this, as 

written, would not disallow that.  Teri Whitesitt thanked Crystal for 

taking all the various comments and drafting something with so many 

different directions given. 

 

There was discussion regarding if vehicles are “part vehicles” or “junked” 

still being in the codified ordinances.  There was also discussion 

regarding someone living in a vehicle which does not have an engine/motor 

so is not “operational” but the definition of vehicle states “…device 

which a person or objects may be transported or drawn upon a street or 

roadway…”  Would a non-operational vehicle be allowed to be lived in?  

There were public comments that one could live in a box really, because 

that is not a recreational vehicle.  Deb commented regarding living in 

tents, which mostly happens in Three Forks during rodeo weekend, that one 

could live in it since it is not covered under the definitions.  Teri 

proposed “Prohibit living in campers, vehicles or tents.”  George 

Chancellor argued that the definition of vehicle as written in the draft 

ordinance covers an inoperable vehicle to him.  The group agreed that the 

word “recreational” needs to come out, or the word “vehicle” needs to be 

added in.  Kelly Smith reminded all that the current ordinance in 5-6-1 

already covers junk vehicles, which cannot be left unattended over 5 days. 

 

Deb and Teri asked to table this until they can further discuss these 

scenarios with Susan.  Kelly suggested adding on to “E” that instead of no 

one being allowed to occupy a vehicle or recreational vehicle for more 

than 72-hours, that it could read, “…except unless you obtain a CUP, 

nothing other than a residential structure may be occupied for more than 

72-hours.”  George Chancellor stated he would not be coming to the Council 

for permission when his family comes to visit and stays in their camper 

trailer for the week. 

 

Councilwoman Whitesitt moved that we table this ordinance without a name, 

this nameless ordinance.  Councilwoman Smith seconded the motion.  There 

was no further discussion. 

Motion Passed Unanimously. 
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Public Hearing and Decision on the First Reading of an Ordinance Amending 

Title 11 of the Three Forks Municipal Code to Allow for a Conditional Use 

Permit Process to Occupy a Recreational Vehicle for more than 72-hours in 

a Calendar Year 

Mayor Hamilton began reading the ordinance into the record, but Crystal 

interrupted as to why we would read this in its entirety when the previous 

ordinance provides the opportunity which would allow this ordinance to 

occur.  Since that one was tabled we do not have the opportunity to create 

this one. 

 

Councilwoman Smith motioned to table this no numbered ordinance.  

Councilwoman Mickelberry seconded the motion.  George Chancellor said if 

we are making a 72-hour rule, we should make a rule for private property 

too, which he does not like in the first place, but something longer than 

72-hours.  Kelly commented regarding several instances around town where 

people are living in campers.  Tickets have been issued in court which 

have been dismissed because the City does not have a ordinance prohibiting 

people from living in campers.  She asked what time frame is enough?  

George urged that the 72-hour requirement be extended to at least one 

week. 

Motion Passed Unanimously. 

 

Public Hearing and Decision on the First Reading of an Ordinance Amending 

the Corporate Limits of the City of Three Forks, County of Gallatin, State 

of Montana 

Mayor Hamilton read the ordinance into the record in its entirety. 

 

Councilman Nelson made a motion to approve the first reading of this 

Ordinance #368-2016 amending the corporate limits of the City of Three 

Forks, County of Gallatin, State of Montana to incorporate the legal 

description.  Councilman Chancellor seconded the motion.  Kelly Bugland 

asked if this was where the precast used to be.  Kelly Smith answered yes. 

Motion Passed Unanimously. 

 

Crystal Turner explained that in some of the ordinances read tonight, 

mentioned that public notice was provided in a newspaper, but also on the 

website and posted at the three banks in town.  Just because this 

statement was missed in an ordinance tonight, does not mean it did not 

occur.  Our policy is always to post public hearings at the three banks, 

and the ordinance which will be heard next amends the documented policy to 

what has actually been happening. 
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Public Hearing and Decision on the First Reading of an Ordinance Amending 

Title 1, Chapter 6 of the Three Forks Municipal Code to Update 

Terminology, to Recognize Public Notice Locations, Updated Time and Place 

of Meetings, and to Remove Gender Designation 

Mayor Hamilton read the ordinance into the record in its entirety.  Kelly 

Smith commented that in 1-6-5-C should be amended from “so to do” to “to 

do so”.  Crystal Turner added that she sees a missing period at the end of 

the paragraph in 1-6-8-A. 

 

Councilman Nelson made a motion to approve the first reading of Ordinance 

#369-2016 amending Title 1, Chapter 6 of the municipal code, with the 

aforementioned amendments.  Councilman Chancellor seconded the motion.  

There was no public comment. 

Motion Passed Unanimously. 

 

 

REPORT OF OFFICERS 

City Treasurer Kelly Smith thanked everyone for coming to the floodplain 

meeting last Wednesday.  She felt it was a good turnout.  She is unsure 

what has been resolved from it but she feels we had a good town hall 

meeting which helped educate the public as to all the floodplain 

requirements.  Kelly also reported that Precision Concrete has been in 

contact with her regarding taking inventory on 1-inch and 2-inch trip 

hazards on the sidewalks along Main Street and 1
st
 Ave E.  George 

Chancellor asked if they would come to other places to take inventory if 

not on Main or 1
st
 Ave E.  Kelly replied that they will if there is City 

interest, but they were only committing to take inventory of the streets 

that the Streets & Alleys Committee had suggested starting with this past 

summer. 

 

City Clerk Crystal Turner reported that the Public Safety Academy Mayor 

Hamilton spoke of earlier tonight, is taking registrations again.  If 

anyone is interested please let her know and she would get you signed up.  

She also reported that she met with Brent Miller last Friday to briefly 

discuss the sidewalk, design standards and other public works 

specifications.  She will review the draft with Wendell Ewan, then Brent 

would like to meet with the Streets & Alleys Committee to take any of she 

and Wendell’s comments into account prior to finalizing any amendments to 

the ordinance. 

 

 

REPORT OF COUNCIL COMMITTEES 

There were no committee reports. 
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Approval of Budget Committee Recommendation and Awarding Contract for 

Website Enhancements 

Mayor Hamilton explained this is a $500 proposal from the Local Government 

Center.  He added that the annual platform will cost an additional 

$216.00/year, this site will be mobile friendly, and staff will be able to 

edit it whenever necessary and the proposal includes training.  This quote 

is substantially less than we budgeted for. 

 

Councilman Nelson made a motion to approve the Local Government Center MSU 

Extension website contract that they presented to us, in the amount 

(correct me if I’m wrong) of approving only the $500 fee.  Councilwoman 

Smith seconded the motion.  There was no public comment. 

Motion Passed Unanimously. 

 

Wastewater Project 

Mayor Hamilton explained to the Council that the fan in the Headworks 

building apparently got dropped at some point, and then was still 

installed.  We learned it did not work during testing and Great West 

Engineering is working with the manufacturer to get it replaced.  Great 

West Engineering is expecting a November 6
th
 (to the best of his memory) 

completion date.  We still do not have any mediation date with Smith 

Contracting’s attorney. 

 

Water Project 

Dennis Nelson explained that we have not heard anything from DN Tanks on a 

startup date yet.  The Water/Sewer Committee would like to have a pre-

construction meeting with Great West Engineering prior to beginning.  

(Crystal Turner will contact Joel Pilcher and ask him to coordinate.) 

 

Kelly added that the water main extension project will begin in the next 

thirty days or so. 

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS/CONCERNS 

There were no public comments for items not on the agenda. 

 

 

MAYOR & COUNCIL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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Teri Whitesitt thanked the Council for approving her son’s Eagle Scout 

project.  He is 99% complete.  She also thanked all those who donated 

supplies and/or funding. 

 

Mayor Hamilton stated City Planner Ralph Johnson will begin temporary 

office hours here at City Hall for staff work, and meetings with the 

public on projects, beginning October 6
th
.  In conjunction, he spoke with 

Brent Miller of Gaston Engineering yesterday regarding holding office 

hours as well.  We will have more on the City Engineering office hour 

potential at a later date. 

 

 

AGENDA ITEMS FOR NEXT COUNCIL MEETING:  

 Second readings for all ordinances that passed tonight 

 Possible endorsement of the Law & Justice Center bond issue 

 Approval of Fire Department Recommendation to hire Fire Department 

Secretary 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mayor Hamilton asked for a motion to adjourn.  Councilman Tharp “so 

moved.”  Councilman Nelson seconded the motion.  There was no public 

comment.    

Motion Passed Unanimously. (9:37P.M.) 

 

 

               

Steven B. Hamilton, Mayor    Crystal Turner, City Clerk 


