
** Page 1 **    A SUMMARY OF PROCEEDINGS OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 

CITY OF THREE FORKS, MONTANA, AUGUST 28TH, 2018 

 
AUGUST 14TH, 2018, The Three Forks City Council met in session at City Hall 

at 206 Main Street, and was presided over by Mayor Steven B. Hamilton.  

Mayor Hamilton called the meeting to order at 7:02 P.M. for the SECOND 

meeting of AUGUST 2018. 

 

 

PRESENT: Council members George Chancellor, Dennis Nelson, Gene Townsend, 

and Teri Whitesitt were all present.  Deb Mickelberry was excused.  Ed 

Tharp was absent.  City Clerk Crystal Turner, City Treasurer Kelly Smith, 

City Attorney Susan Swimley, and Sheriff Sgt. Dan McDonough were all 

present. 

 

The record reflects that a quorum was present, with the attendance of four 

(4) council members, and the meeting was held. 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag was led by Mayor Hamilton.  

The Mayor reminded the public that the meeting was being recorded and for 

all those present to review the policies of conduct on the back on the 

agenda. 

 

 

GUESTS: Matt & Kelly Bugland, Principal Justin Helvik, James Hill, Travis 

& Garrett Golding.  Randy Carpenter arrived at 7:15.  Gallatin County 

Sheriff Capt. Don Peterson arrived at 7:21.  (Sgt. McDonough left the 

meeting right at 7PM.) 

 

The Mayor called for any PUBLIC COMMENTS/CONCERNS not on the agenda.  

Seeing none, he introduced the Consent Agenda. 

 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

a) Three Forks Rodeo Arena Claims Paid Due to Timeliness in the Amount 

of $4,160.03 

b) Three Forks Rodeo Arena Claims per List 

c) City Claims Paid Due to Timeliness in the Amount of $10,295.34 

d) City Claim Paid Due to Timeliness to Town of Manhattan in the 

amount of $500.00 

e) City Claim Paid to Reimburse Valerie Steel in the Amount of $127.65 

f) City Claims per List 

g) Meeting Minutes from 08/14/2018 

h) Record Destruction Requests (Form RM88) #5, #6 and #7 for Records 

Between 1982-2007 
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Councilman Townsend moved to approve the Consent Agenda.  Councilman 

Nelson seconded the motion.  There was no public nor Council comments. 

Motion Passed Unanimously. 

 

The Mayor requested that item “A” of NEW BUSINESS be heard now.  Approval 

of Permission for the Three Forks School to hold its Homecoming Parade 

down Main Street on September 14, 2018, Around 3PM and a Homecoming 

Bonfire to be Held at the Bus Barn the Same Evening (Assuming Approval of 

the Fire Chief The Council did not object.  The Mayor stated, “For full 

disclosure, Mr. Helvik is my direct supervisor.” 

 

Mr. Helvik said the date has been changed for the bonfire to be held after 

the volleyball game Thursday night.  The parade is scheduled to begin 

roughly around 2:30PM starting at the school and should be finished by 

3:15PM.   He distributed a copy of the signed Department of Transportation 

permit and a map of the parade route.  

 

Councilman Townsend moved to give permission to the Three Forks School for 

the homecoming parade on Main Street on September 14
th
 and permission for 

the bonfire with the Fire Chief’s permission on the 13
th
. Councilwoman 

Whitesitt seconded the motion.  Gene Townsend asked who they are playing 

homecoming weekend.  Mr. Helvik answered the girls will be playing 

Townsend and the boys will be playing Red Lodge. 

Motion Passed Unanimously. 

 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

Public Hearing and Decision on First Reading of an Ordinance Adding a 

Definition to the Zoning Regulation (Title 11, Chapter 2, Section 2) for 

“Fence” and Restricting Certain Fence Materials in all Districts (Title 

11, Chapter 4, Section 4) 

The Mayor stated this would be Ordinance #382-2018 if approved, and then 

read the ordinance into the record in its entirety. 

 

Gene Townsend asked about the existing wire above some chain link fencing 

businesses already have.  Those would be grandfathered in.  Kelly Bugland 

said there are some residences with electric fences around their gardens 

to keep deer out.  Again, those would be grandfathered in.  James Hill 

questioned a razor wire fence at the cement batch plant.  This instance 

would also be grandfathered in.  There was discussion regarding after a 

grandfathered use ceased for 90-days, the fencing would have to either 
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conform to the new law or request a variance to have alternate fencing to 

be in compliance with this new law if it passes.  Travis Golding asked if 

a variance would have to be requested annually.  Kelly Smith answered, 

“No, but it is an application request which may or may not be granted.”  

Mr. Golding asked about placing an agricultural style electric fence which 

is only put in place during the garden time.  George Chancellor said the 

spirit of the ordinance is to promote safety – electric or barbed wire 

fencing does not need to be within city limits where the general public 

and children could easily come into contact with such fencing.  There was 

discussion regarding this type of fencing being allowed within a certain 

distance from the property line – where the general public is not easily 

accessible or legally allowed onto private property.  In discussion it was 

agreed that electric fencing could be within the interior of properties 

and not an exterior fence, more to keep animals out of gardens. 

 

Councilwoman Whitesitt moved to approve Ordinance #382-2018, adding a 

definition to the Zoning Regulations for a “fence” and restricting certain 

fence materials in all districts.  Councilman Nelson seconded the motion.  

There were no Council comments.  Mr. Golding asked how many electrical 

fences are in town.  The Mayor said only the one he believes.  Kelly 

Bugland asked the Council to not pass this ordinance when there are plenty 

of other ordinances which are not enforced.  Mrs. Whitesitt disagreed as 

with this ordinance in place, in the event an electric fence was 

installed, the City would have some recourse.  Matt Bugland echoed his 

wife’s comments, asking the Council not to pass this ordinance.  James 

Hill said he believed it would be providing too much for government to get 

onto private property. 

Motion tied 2:2, George Chancellor and Gene Townsend voted in opposition.  

The Mayor agreed he would like to see additional language for 

clarification.  The Mayor voted in opposition. 

Motion died 2:3. 

 

Public Hearing and Decision on a First Reading of an Ordinance Creating 

Definition and Use of Public Areas Known as “Parks” in Title 8, and 

Establishing a Reservation Process for Private Use 

The Mayor read the ordinance, noting it would be Ordinance #382-2018 if 

approved, into the record. 

 

George Chancellor would like to amend 8-6-5.15 to include “basketball 

court”.  Teri Whitesitt agreed, Gene Townsend and Dennis Nelson did not 

have a problem with it.  Gene Townsend asked about the Three Forks Rodeo 

Arena Fairgrounds would have to apply for permits?  Crystal Turner replied 
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she believed not, as they are a city department.  Crystal asked if the 

Council would like to include or exclude the fairgrounds.  Crystal 

wondered if they have different rules already established which she is 

unaware of.  Kelly Bugland, Three Forks Rodeo Arena board member, said the 

Board does have policies established.  Gene (also a Three Forks Rodeo 

Arena board member) admitted to never seeing those.  Dennis Nelson 

suggested removing the fairgrounds from the list of “parks” and all 

agreed. 

 

Kelly Bugland asked if the curfew law for minors could be included in the 

ordinance.  Crystal Turner replied they are cross-referenced as 6-3-7 and 

6-3-8 in the proposed 8-6-4-A. 

 

Crystal continued with her comments/questions to the Council: 

 8-6-4-C: Susan Swimley had suggested the Council seek the Sheriff 

Office’s input as they would have to enforce it. 

 8-6-5-A-10: no petting zoos then?  Susan said “pasture” is to detain 

to eat down grass usually so she did not believe this language would 

prohibit petting zoos. 

 

(Sgt. McDonough returned and so the group brought him up to speed on 

requesting the Sheriff Office input to enforce 8-6-4-C.  Sgt. McDonough 

believed the Sheriff Office would be able enforce the hours of 11PM-5AM.) 

 

 Crystal wanted to bring the Council’s attention to the fact they 

would be allowing everyone to kill poisonous snakes.  All Council 

members were comfortable with this language. 

 Kelly Smith asked about allowing an exemption in 8-6-6-F for non-

profits?  When she was hired and trained she was told a school or 

church still had to reserve the park but was not charged.  There was 

a lot of discussion regarding the Chamber asking permission annually 

to host the Farmer’s Market in a park, and this year the Three Forks 

Youth Recreation group asked permission to use Stevenson Park most of 

the summer.  Teri Whitesitt would be okay with non-profits being 

excluded from charges as they are doing a service to the community.  

Susan Swimley asked how we would verify non-profits.  Crystal said 

for business licenses she requires seeing proof of a tax exempt 

status form provided by the Department of Revenue.  Susan agreed that 

would be sufficient.  Gene Townsend added the City also did not 

charge Scouting groups in the past.  He suggested leaving this 

decision up to the Mayor, who should have a pulse on the community.  

Exempting fees for certain groups would then fall under 8-6-6-J.  
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There was discussion included liability of other groups hosting 

organized events (like Summer Rec).  Crystal suggested the 

reservation application include the insurance certificate 

requirement.  Susan added the requirement should include the 

applicant adding the City of Three Forks as an additional insured. 

 8-6-6-J: Susan had inserted a comment asking if the Council would 

want to be included in this section on “establishing additional 

rules”.  The Council did wish to add “Mayor and/or City Council”. 

 

Gene Townsend commented he believed we are losing track of “public” parks.  

Parks are for everyone to use.   He does not want people to have to check 

in to use a park.  He remembers an example given at training seminars of a 

group having a fundraiser baseball game, with lots of beer, and someone 

steps in a gopher hole and breaks their leg – the City gets sued and the 

City is liable.  He asked, “Are we trying to over-legislate?”  Susan 

Swimley said a child falling off an inflatable, for example, and getting a 

head injury will cost the City more than it has in its budget.  “90% of 

people are already following these rules.  We are simply putting in 

writing what we already do,” Susan stated. 

 

Public Comment: Kelly Bugland would like to see parks closed at 10PM, 

rather than 11PM as written in the draft ordinance.  She suggested better 

signage in the parks of these rules, maybe which would help with all the 

problems at Peterson Park.  George Chancellor agreed and disagreed with 

people in parks late adding, “Playing basketball at night does not bother 

me, but last weekend’s disruption with screaming bothers me.”  Matt 

Bugland suggested excluding late hours around the 4
th
 of July of course.   

Teri Whitesitt asked if the City has received multiple complaints 

regarding people in the parks late.  Crystal was unsure of the number of 

times, but City Hall has received many complaints of garbage being strewn 

around, broken glass, broken sprinkler heads, burned benches, etc.  George 

was okay with reducing the hours and closing parks at 10PM.  Teri stated 

she would rather be consistent across all parks, noting the Ponds Park is 

“open” until 11PM.  Teri wondered if the Council would have to change the 

Ponds ordinance then too.  Kelly Smith said this ordinance would apply to 

the Ponds too so would it be changed by adopting this ordinance?  Crystal 

Turner stated even if this ordinance applies to the Ponds it would 

contradict itself – she suggested keeping the times consistent.  Travis 

Golding commented on the non-profit exemption discussed previously and 

encouraged the Council to also exempt youth organizations.  He would 

rather have his children learn a game in an organized sport than playing 

video games or watching TV. 
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The Mayor recapped the edits to be as follows: striking the Three Forks 

Rodeo Arena fairgrounds from the list of parks, changing the hours to be 

closed at 10PM on page 2, include basketball courts on page 4, letter J. 

to included “and/or Council”, and leaving non-refundable fees in 8-6-8.  

Crystal found a typo to be corrected on the last page by capitalizing 

“Section”.  Matt Bugland questioned if the City plans to create a skate 

park or anything since riding bikes/roller skates/etc in parks or on 

sidewalks is prohibited.  George Chancellor replied the City would need to 

budget for that and it is not in the budget or plans at this time. 

 

Councilman Townsend made a motion to approve the resolution with the noted 

changes.  The Mayor replied, “This would be for an ordinance, correct?”  

Councilman Townsend said yes.  Councilman Nelson seconded the motion.  

There was not public or Council discussion. 

Motion Passed Unanimously. 

 

 

Public Hearing and Decision on a Resolution Adopting a Fee Schedule 

The Mayor read the resolution into the record in its entirety, noting it 

would be Resolution #289-2018 if adopted. 

 

Crystal Turner reported she found someone’s notes left on the table after 

the last meeting, who suggested $50.00 for an appeal of impact fees.  

Steven Hamilton had suggested $100.00 for the appeal.  Gene Townsend asked 

how much time/effort processing such an application takes.  Kelly Smith 

replied it does not take much time – it does not require a legal notice in 

the paper.  Crystal added it simply requires scheduling on agenda, and 

compiling the packets for the Council meeting as well as posting around 

town.  Susan Swimley reported appeals take a slight amount of her time to 

review as well, but probably not more than 15 minutes.  Dennis Nelson does 

not believe the fee should be too little because everyone will ask for an 

appeal.  Those who apply to appeal should truly have a justifiable reason 

to reduce impact fees, so if they get a favorable response from the 

Council they would save money in the long run even with the cost of a 

$100.00 fee.  The other Council members agreed.  With Susan’s time of 15 

minutes and the clerks’ time of 20 minutes or so, we have roughly an hour 

or so by the end of all preparation.  The City Planner may need to provide 

input as well Kelly added.  Council agreed $100 for this fee. 

 

Next, the Water “Initial Connection Application” could be stricken.  The 

ordinance itself seems to charge redundantly in 9-2-3.1 and 9-2-6B.1.  The 
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Council agreed to set the fee at $0.00 for “Initial Connection 

Application” as noted in 9-2-3.1. 

 

The next fee to be determined is for reserving the Tennis Courts.  Crystal 

Turner reported the Mayor had noted a half day and full day reservation 

price.  The Mayor stated he thought that would be easier for anyone 

wanting to reserve the courts for group lessons.  He suggested a half day 

rate for the gazebo in Stevenson Park as well.  The Council agreed to keep 

it all simple and just have a “day” rate so that we do not have to police 

when someone is finished using the court or gazebo at a specific time.  

The fee will remain at $25.00/day. 

 

Gene Townsend questioned after-the-fact zoning permits.  Kelly Smith gave 

the example: You build a shed, the City sees it, Kelly sends a letter 

alerting you a permit is required first, and then we have to do all the 

same work for a permit.  Susan Swimley added there is always more work 

entailed when doing an after-the-fact permit. 

 

Public Comment: Kelly Bugland questioned why the BBQ at Stevenson Park is 

the only one listed to be reserved.  She suggested for simplicity to list 

all park areas, all BBQ pits, etc.  Crystal Turner explained the BBQ at 

Stevenson is a gas grill, with a propane tank.  It is not the same 

charcoal grill available in many areas throughout all the parks. 

 

Councilman Chancellor moved to approve Resolution 289-2018, a resolution 

of the Three Forks City Council adopting a fee schedule as we have 

modified it.  Councilman Nelson seconded the motion.  There was no public 

comment or further Council discussion. 

Motion Passed Unanimously. 

 

Public Hearing and Decision on a Resolution Setting the Additional 

Processing Fee for Payment via Debit or Credit Cards 

The Mayor read the resolution into the record in its entirety, noting it 

would be Resolution #290-2018 if approved. 

 

Councilman Nelson moved we approve Resolution #290-2018, a resolution of 

the Three Forks City Council setting the additional processing fee for 

payment via debit or credit card, the rate to be 3.5% as indicated.  

Councilwoman Whitesitt and Councilman Townsend seconded in unison.  There 

was no public comment or further Council discussion. 

Motion Passed Unanimously. 
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Public Hearing and Decision on a Resolution Establishing Wages and 

Compensation for the Appointed City of Three Forks Officers and Employees 

The Mayor read the resolution into the record in its entirety, noting it 

would be Resolution #291-2018 if approved. 

 

George Chancellor noted the Mayor transposed the numbers when citing Randy 

Johnston’s hourly wage.  The Mayor corrected himself on the record to 

reflect what was typed in the salary resolution. 

 

Kelly Bugland asked if it was difficult to get wading pool applicants when 

the City only pays minimum wage.  Kelly Smith replied it was not difficult 

and we had more than, or exactly the number of applicants for each 

position the past few years. 

 

Teri Whitesitt questioned the language in “or the actual cost, whichever 

is less” of the $50 reimbursement asking, “Is this new?”  Crystal Turner 

replied yes.  Crystal questioned why the City pays for home internet and 

data on tablets when essentially the tablet is the tool used to monitor 

the SCADA system.  Very little data is used on the tablets each month.  

Gene said he knows Randy Johnston looks on his computer when he is off 

shift, then uses the tablet when he is not at home and needs to edit the 

SCADA system.  Crystal and Kelly Smith questioned the City paying for two 

tools which essentially do the same thing?  Kelly noted with the language 

being simplified to under the “be it also resolved” will now include Steve 

Johnston to receive a monthly stipend of $50.00 for home internet.  

Crystal then questioned if all three operators need both these tools to 

work remotely why Steve has not been included in the monthly stipend.  

Kelly Smith asked the Council to not postpone the adoption of this 

resolution because retro-pay has to be done in a separate pay schedule and 

PERS has changed its requirements for reporting retro pay.  The City was 

audited last week by PERS who informed the Clerks all payroll types must 

also be reported individually (holiday, sick, vacation, regular, etc) 

rather than lumped together.  This is a new learning curve and she would 

prefer not having even more retro hours to report as the clerks learn this 

new process.  The Council decided to strike the $50.00/month stipend for 

home internet for now until they each have the opportunity to speak with 

all three operators and find out the tools actually needed. 

 

Councilman Nelson made a recommendation to take Kelly’s suggestion, make 

it simple and strike the $50.00 home internet for now until after we talk 

to the guys.  The Mayor asked if that is a motion.  Councilman Nelson said 

yes, I’ll make a recommendation that we approve Resolution #291-2018, a 



** Page 9 **    A SUMMARY OF PROCEEDINGS OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 

CITY OF THREE FORKS, MONTANA, AUGUST 28TH, 2018 

 
resolution of the Three Forks City Council establishing wages and 

compensation for the appointed City of Three Forks officers and employees 

with the change that the monthly reimbursement for home internet or the 

actual cost whichever is less be withheld and brought back at a later date 

for correction.  Councilwoman Whitesitt seconded the motion.  Mayor wants 

the resolution to provide a home internet stipend on the agenda for the 

next council meeting if this tool is required for the position.  James 

Hill asked what happens if they break the tablet and how would they 

operate?  They could use the computers at the City Shop, they could do it 

at each site, or use another tablet. 

Motion Passed Unanimously. 

 

Public Hearing and Decision on a Resolution Adopting and Establishing the 

Mills to be Levied, Designating the Percentage Breakdown for the State of 

Montana Entitlement Share; and Designating the Breakdown for the Local 

Option Tax for the Fiscal Year Beginning July 1, 2018, and ending June 30, 

2019 

Mayor Hamilton read the resolution into the record, noting it would be 

Resolution #292-2018 if approved.  He asked if the Budget Committee had 

anything to add.  The Budget Committee did not. 

 

Councilman Chancellor moved to approve Resolution #292-2018, a resolution 

of the Three Forks City Council adopting and establishing the mills to be 

levied, designating the percentage breakdown for the state of Montana 

Entitlement Share; and designating the breakdown for the Local Option Tax 

for the Fiscal Year beginning July 1, 2018, and ending June 30, 2019.  

Councilman Nelson seconded the motion.  There was no public comment. 

Motion Passed Unanimously. 

 

Public Hearing and Decision on a Resolution Adopting the FY2018/2019 

Budget 

Mayor Hamilton began reading the resolution into the record, noting it 

would be Resolution #293-2018 if approved.  Teri Whitesitt finished 

reading the resolution for the Mayor.  The Mayor asked Kelly Smith to 

recap the changes from the preliminary budget hearing.  Kelly reported the 

only changes are to pay for Fire Hall improvements out of the General 

Fund, and to increase expenditures to the Fairgrounds account to 

accommodate bleachers. 

 

Gene Townsend asked why we still have Fund #2810?  The Bugland’s echoed 

the question.  Kelly Smith explained because the Attorney General has 

opined as long as a city/town still has police coverage, they still 



** Page 10 **    A SUMMARY OF PROCEEDINGS OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 

CITY OF THREE FORKS, MONTANA, AUGUST 28TH, 2018 

 
provide funds to use for training.  Crystal Turner added we have to file a 

report annually by April 1
st
 and this is what triggers the State to provide 

each community these funds. 

 

Gene Townsend asked how many years are left on Fund #3506 (for taxpayers 

paying into this fund).  Kelly Smith said the City is not receiving money 

anymore from the taxpayers on this fund; all have paid their portion.  

This is additional (leftover) money the City is using for sidewalk removal 

or ADA ramps.  Kelly added Fund #3509 has one more payment to be received 

in November for roughly $1,800.00 then this fund will be paid up as well. 

 

Councilman Nelson made a motion we approve Resolution #293-2018, a 

resolution of the Three Forks City Counil adopting the Fiscal Year 2018-

2019 budget. Councilman Townsend seconded the motion.  There was no public 

comment.  The Mayor voiced he believes this is a responsible budget.  All 

the City departments, the Budget Committee did a great job, Kelly and 

Crystal deserve kudos for putting it all together. 

Motion Passed Unanimously. 

 

 

REPORT OF OFFICERS 

There were no reports by any officers present. 

 

 

REPORT OF COUNCIL COMMITTEES 

There were no Council Committees to report. 

 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Approval of Contract with Gallatin County Sheriff for Law Enforcement 

Effective 7/1/2018 – 6/30/2023 at $330,000 for FY18/19, 19/20 & 20/21, and 

$343,200 for FY21/22, and $356,400 for FY22/23 

Susan Swimley stated this is scheduled before the County Commission for 

decision on Tuesday, September 2, 2018. 

 

Dennis Nelson believed the Committee had a good negotiation with the 

Sheriff Office regarding additional coverage for the “witching hour” times 

(11PM-3AM), and enforcement of specific ordinances.  Teri Whitesitt asked 

for the status of Code Enforcer Deputy Edelen.  Sgt. McDonough replied 

Dep. Edelen was working on sections throughout the City for parking 

regulations.  He now has a full day each week dedicated to code 

enforcement so Sgt. McDonough is allowing him to work on the complaints 
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they receive.  George Chancellor requested the parking issue be expedited 

as much as possible, realizing everything ceased when Milwaukee Street’s 

right-of-way came up, but asked Sgt. McDonough to please dedicate time on 

the parking issues.  Sgt. McDonough said he will take that under 

consideration.  Teri Whitesitt agreed, noting she has not witnessed much 

enforcement activity near her home either. 

 

Councilman Townsend moved to approve the contract with the GCS for law 

enforcement effective on the dates stated above and the amount.  

Councilwoman Whitesitt and Councilman Nelson seconded the motion in 

unison.  Public Comment:  Kelly Bugland page 4, Section 2.3.b states 

coverage Saturday-Tuesday during the “witching hours”.  It seems odd to 

her to not cover Friday.  Sgt. McDonough replied he does not have a copy 

of the Interlocal agreement in hand to read, but he knows the Sheriff 

Office provides coverage seven days per week.  Kelly Bugland said she had 

an incident on a Thursday, which would not be covered in this verbiage, 

and it took 26 minutes for an officer to respond.  Susan Swimley argued, 

“This is coverage; it may not be as fast as you want it but it is 

coverage.” 

Motion Passed Unanimously. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Acceptance of Ralph Johnson’s Resignation as City Planner 

The Mayor stated the Council heard Ralph’s resignation as read by Kelly 

Smith at the last meeting and asked if there was a motion to accept his 

resignation. 

 

Councilman Nelson made a motion we accept Ralphs resignation as City 

Planner.  Councilman Townsend seconded the motion.  There was no public 

comment or Council discussion. 

Motion Passed Unanimously. 

 

Award of Contract to Randy Carpenter for FY2018-2019 through FY2019-2020 

to Serve as the City Planner 

Randy Carpenter introduced himself to the Council and thanked all for 

having him tonight.  He has a degree in Planning, from the University of 

Ohio.  He served as a city planner for several municipalities in other 

states.  He has been working with several non-profits doing planning for 

various areas around the Gallatin Valley, and has worked with Ralph 

Johnson on some of these.  Ralph suggested he apply for the position. 
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Dennis Nelson said Randy Carpenter comes highly recommended by Ralph 

Johnson. 

 

Gene Townsend said he has known Randy Carpenter for many years and worked 

with him on many projects and believes we would do an excellent job 

serving Three Forks.  Councilman Townsend moved to accept, or award the 

contract to Randy Carpenter for FY2018-2019 through FY2019-2020 to serve 

as the City Planner.  Councilman Nelson seconded the motion.  There was no 

public comment or Council discussion. 

Motion Passed Unanimously. 

 

Gene Townsend asked if the City will write a letter to Ralph Johnson 

thanking him for his service.  The Mayor said yes, he was going to bring 

that up tonight and wondered if all the Council would like to sign it.  

The Council members agreed they would like to sign it as well. 

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS/CONCERNS (not on the agenda) 

There were no public comments or concerns for items not on the agenda. 

 

 

MAYOR & COUNCIL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Gene Townsend wished to recognize the late Ray Lau – he was very active in 

Three Forks and served as a volunteer fireman and as a Scout leader for 

many years.  Gene believes Scouting is such a success in Three Forks 

because of Ray.  Ray kept the City on its toes regarding properly caring 

for our American flags.  He was very active in the American Legion and the 

Veterans of Foreign Wars.  He also put on a great Memorial Program 

annually at Veteran’s Park, but he outdid himself with the annual 

Veteran’s Day Program at the School for the children.  There were very few 

years his programs were not the highlighted program on the evening news. 

 

Gene asked if anyone knew who John Quincy Adams is.  Crystal Turner said 

he was the founder of Three Forks.  The Three Forks Historical Society 

asked him to relay to the Council their request to rename the Milwaukee 

Park to the John Q. Adams Milwaukee Railroad Park.  Mr. Adams was an 

employee of the Milwaukee Railroad and his job was to purchase all the 

land for the railroad right-of-way from Minnesota to Washington State.  

The Railroad then gave him a choice of a townsite along the right-of-way 

to develop.  He chose Three Forks.  He also built the Three Valleys State 

Bank building (202 Main Street), the Sacajawea Hotel (5 N. Main Street), 

the Northern Pacific Depot building (108 Main Street), financed the 
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building of the old Johnson’s Drugstore (123 Main Street), donated the 

land for the Milwaukee Hospital (115 W. Hickory Street, which was then 

donated to the Railroad) and personally installed the first five street 

lights in Three Forks.  He lived here for a while too at the Sacajawea 

Hotel, and the north wing was the home of Mr. and Mrs. Adams.  He passed 

away in Chicago, but his brother Charles Adams became Mayor of Three Forks 

in 1923 through 1927.  The Three Forks Historical Society is working on a 

sign to tell about the building and hope to come up with some artwork of a 

steam engine to be included on the sign.  Is the Council receptive to 

hearing a resolution to rename the park?  The Council all agreed. 

 

The Mayor agreed with Gene Townsend honoring Ray Lau.  The Veteran’s Day 

Program at the school is not going to be the same. 

 

Speaking of school, the 6
th
 graders have not killed him yet.  The cross 

country team is off to a great start, and right now the School has an 

undefeated football team.  We play Townsend this Friday. 

 

Gene Townsend reminded all present of the Farmer’s Market dinner this 

Thursday a fundraiser for the Headwaters Trail System.  Bacon 

cheeseburgers, chips, cookie and drink for $6.00, or Bratwurst, chips, 

cookie and a drink for $5.00. 

 

James Hill thanked the football team for showing up last Thursday to help 

move all the food out of the basement at 123 Main Street over to the new 

food bank building at 216 2
nd
 Avenue W. 

 

 

AGENDA ITEMS FOR NEXT COUNCIL MEETING: 9/11/2018 

 Public Hearing and Decision on First Reading of an Ordinance Adding a 

Definition to the Zoning Regulation (Title 11, Chapter, Section 2) 

for “Fence” and Restricting Certain Fence Materials in all Districts 

(Title 11, Chapter, Section 4) 

 Public Hearing and Decision on a Second Reading of an Ordinance 

Creating Definition and Use of Public Areas Known as “Parks” in Title 

8, and Establishing a Reservation Process for Private Use 

 Resolution Establishing a Reimbursement for Home Internet Services 

for Public Works’ Employees 

 Resolution Changing the Renaming Milwaukee Park to John Q. Adams 

Railroad Park 
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ADJOURNMENT 

Mayor Hamilton asked if there was any other item to come before the 

Council tonight and if not for a motion to adjourn.  Councilman Nelson 

moved to adjourn.  Councilman Townsend seconded the motion.  There was no 

public comment.    

Motion Passed Unanimously. (9:44 P.M.) 

 

 

 

               

Steven B. Hamilton, Mayor    Crystal Turner, City Clerk 


