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JULY 26, 2016, The Three Forks City Council met in session in City Hall at 

206 Main Street, and was presided over by Mayor Steven B. Hamilton.  Mayor 

Hamilton called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. for the SECOND meeting 

of JULY 2016. 

 

 

PRESENT: Council members George Chancellor, Teri Whitesitt, Sharon Smith, 

Ed Tharp and Dennis Nelson.  Deb Mickelberry was excused.  Also present 

were City Treasurer Kelly Smith and City Clerk Crystal Turner. 

 

The record reflects that a quorum was present, with the attendance of five 

(5) council members, and the meeting was held. 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag was led by Mayor Hamilton.  

Reminder to the public that the meeting was being recorded. 

 

 

GUESTS:  Gloria Howland 

 

Mayor Hamilton asked if there were any PUBLIC COMMENTS/CONCERNS that were 

not on the agenda.  Seeing none, he introduced the Consent Agenda. 

 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

a) Approval of FY2015/2016 claims totaling $4,679.90 

b) Approval of FY2016/2017 Claims per List(s) 

c) Approval of Meeting Minutes of June 28, and July 12, 2016 

d) Approval of Change Order #7 with Smith Contracting and Great West 

Engineering for the Wastewater Project to shutdown effective July 

19, 2016 ($0 change) 

 

Mayor Hamilton stated that after a discussion with Fred Phillips of Great 

West Engineering, the Change Order will be edited to be effective July 1, 

2016. 

 

Mayor Hamilton asked if there was a motion to approve the consent agenda. 

Councilman Nelson “so moved” to approve the consent agenda.  Councilwoman 

Smith seconded the motion.  There was no public comment. 

Motion passed unanimously. 

 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

There are no public hearings tonight. 
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REPORT OF OFFICERS 

Kelly Smith reported that the Montana League of Cities and Towns will hold 

its annual conference in Missoula on October 5-7, 2016.  If anyone is 

interested, let Kelly know and she will take care of registrations and 

hotel accommodations. 

 

Crystal Turner reported that the Local Government Luncheon will be hosted 

by the City of Bozeman this coming Thursday, July 28, 2016 at Bozeman City 

Hall.  She asked if anyone would like to attend so she could RSVP.  Dennis 

Nelson said that he would be able to attend. 

 

 

REPORT OF COUNCIL COMMITTEES 

Budget Committee – Would like to setup a meeting next Tuesday afternoon, 

August 2, 2016 to start working on the preliminary FY16/17 budget. 

 

Parks Committee – George Cchancellor reported that he spoke with Charles 

Eastty regarding the park equipment donation.  The firemen will meet 

tonight and have a monetary amount to George later this week. 

 

Ordinance Committee – Met last Tuesday regarding codes not being enforced.  

The current code regarding the trailer parking issue is fine at 3 days, 

but no one is being ticketed for it.  They will try to meet with Susan 

Swimley and Sgt. Peterson, hopefully on August 23, 2016 at 6PM here at 

City hall.  They are trying to figure out if the ordinance needs to be re-

written or how to better enforce these parking violations.  The Committee 

is also seeking an update on the status of the Code Enforcement volunteer.  

Mayor Hamilton stated that it was in Susan Swimley and Sgt. Peterson’s 

“court” for now. 

 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Wastewater Project 

Mayor Hamilton reported they held a Wastewater Project Construction 

meeting today with Smith Contracting and Great West Engineering.  There 

was a discrepancy of what “shutdown” means, and the City has informed 

Smith Contracting that during shutdown they do not have any reason to be 

onsite.  Mayor Hamilton has directed Wendell Ewan to change the 

combination to the lock so that if anyone besides City staff needs to be 

onsite, they will need to request permission from City staff. 
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Dennis Nelson said that there are punch list items that need to be 

completed by Smith Contracting prior to the City filling the lagoons in 

order to properly install the covers.  Mayor Hamilton said that he 

received a letter from Smith Contracting today stating that Steve Trbovich 

does not have any critical outstanding items that need to be completed at 

this time.  Ed Tharp added that Smith Contracting has to complete pressure 

testing, move a meter and work on some logistics to transfer the SCADA 

equipment. 

 

Water Project 

Approval of contract with DN Tanks for interior elastomeric coating tank 

rehabilitation and new aluminum dome roof ($267,838.11) 

Mayor Hamilton introduced the contract, noting that this does not include 

the demolition work.  Steve Johnston is seeking quotes for the demolition 

which may save the City money rather than having DN Tanks contract out the 

demolition work. 

 

Dennis Nelson said that DN Tanks has quoted $51,000 for the demolition if 

they subcontracted the demolition out.  If the City can do it cheaper than 

that quote, we will save money. 

 

Seeing no public comment or further discussion, Mayor Hamilton asked for a 

motion to approve the contract. 

 

Councilman Nelson “so moved”.  Councilman Tharp seconded the motion.  

There was no public comment. 

Motion Passed Unanimously. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Decision to determine “household” size for sewer rate charge for the Three 

Forks RV Campground, as per Section 9-7-1 of the City Code (Rick Lamb) 

Kelly Smith asked how to setup the bill for this month, which would be 

printed and sent out this Friday, because the normal process is based on 

the “household size” and in this case the “household” may change from 

night to night.  There was discussion regarding manually calculating the 

bill monthly.  There was discussion regarding what six month window would 

be used to set the average sewer rate.  George Chancellor suggested we ask 

Mr. Lamb what six months he intends to be open, and use the average of 

those six months’ use to determine the sewer rate.  Mayor Hamilton said he 

would meet with Rick to discuss that if the Council would like.  Kelly 

reminded the Council that Mr. Lamb does not have to be open a continuous 

six months, but he cannot be open more than 180 days/year. 



** Page 4 **    A SUMMARY OF PROCEEDINGS OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF THREE 

FORKS, MONTANA, JULY 26, 2016. 

 
 

The Council suggested using the actual rate for the first month, because 

they were not sure if Mr. Lamb has all nine spaces or just one rented 

daily, or whatever the number may be on any given day.  There was 

discussion regarding getting the space rental information from Mr. Lamb 

and averaging it out to determine the sewer rate every month.  Dennis 

Nelson believed it should be set at a regular rate rather than his average 

of spaces filled.  It should be set on the total of nine spaces available.  

Mayor Hamilton suggested tying it to actual water usage, until we have 

enough months to do an average.  Kelly Smith said that we would have to 

manually change the sewer rate monthly to accomplish that, but it can be 

done. 

 

Councilwoman Whitesitt moved to charge the sewer rate based on the actual 

water usage.  Councilwoman Smith seconded the motion.  There was no public 

comment. 

Motion Passed Unanimously. 

 

First Reading of an Ordinance Amending Title 5, Chapter 3, Sections 1 and 

2 in Regards to Certain Types of Open Burning Prohibited 

Mayor Hamilton read Ordinance #365-2016 into the record in its entirety.  

When comparing this ordinance to the existing ordinance, the Mayor noted 

that this change would allow burning in barrels, it adds “burning of 

household garbage, food waste, or discarded materials”, it eliminates the 

need of a fire department burn permit since our department does not issue 

those, and defines a fire size for fires in a ring-type structure, and 

fires outside of any structure. 

 

Public Comment: Crystal Turner wondered if the Council would define 

“discarded material” and gave the example that she burns newspaper and 

cardboard to get her camp fire ignited.  The Committee did not want to 

encourage trash being burned, even though the items Crystal suggested are 

combustible material, there are recycle bins available in town for that 

type of material.  The committee wanted to encourage that camp fires 

should be used for small yard waste and food cooking only, and not to burn 

items which could be recycled, but the intent is to allow newspaper and 

cardboard to be used to start fires. 

 

Councilman Chancellor made a motion that we approve the first reading of 

ordinance #365-2016 amending Title 5, Chapter 3, Sections 1 and 2 of the 

Three Forks Code regarding certain types of burning prohibited.  

Councilwoman Whitesitt seconded the motion.  There was discussion 

regarding not being able to write a perfect ordinance.  Crystal Turner 
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said that she did not want to get a ticket for putting cardboard in a fire 

pit.  Gloria Howland recanted a time when they had a fire pit at their 

home and a police officer came into the backyard to ensure it was safe.  

There were no further comments. 

Motion Passed Unanimously. 

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS/CONCERNS 

There was no public comment on matters not on the agenda. 

 

 

MAYOR & COUNCIL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

There were no Council announcements. 

 

Mayor Hamilton reported that the benches will be installed at the tennis 

courts in Stevenson Park in the next two or three weeks. 

 

 

AGENDA ITEMS FOR NEXT COUNCIL MEETING:  

 Resolution to Adopt the Annexation Agreement with Legacy 

Enterprises for property known as 1600 Bench Road 

 Application for Kennel License for Debra Saltzman at 323 W. 

Jefferson Street 

 Second Reading of Ordinance #365-2016 Amending Title 5, Chapter 3, 

Sections 1 and 2 in Regards to Certain Types of Opening Burning 

Prohibited 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mayor Hamilton asked if there was a motion to adjourn.  Councilman Tharp 

“so moved”.  Councilman Chancellor seconded the motion.  There was no 

public comment.    

Motion passed unanimously. (7:47P.M.) 

 

 

               

Steven B. Hamilton, Mayor    Crystal Turner, City Clerk 


