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JULY 12, 2016, The Three Forks City Council met in session in City Hall at 

206 Main Street, and was presided over by Mayor Steven B. Hamilton.  Mayor 

Hamilton called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. for the FIRST meeting of 

JULY 2016. 

 

 

PRESENT: Council members George Chancellor, Deb Mickelberry, Teri 

Whitesitt, Sharon Smith, Ed Tharp and Dennis Nelson.  Also present were 

City Treasurer Kelly Smith and City Clerk Crystal Turner. 

 

The record reflects that a quorum was present, with the attendance of six 

(6) council members, and the meeting was held. 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag was led by Mayor Hamilton.  

Reminder to the public that the meeting was being recorded. 

 

 

GUESTS:  Ann Cole, Charlie Christiansen, Joe Diaz, Dave Reynolds, Richard 

Shanahan, Jeri Widmer, Charles Eastty, Gloria Howland, and Judy Malby. 

 

Mayor Hamilton asked if there were any PUBLIC COMMENTS/CONCERNS that were 

not on the agenda. 

 

Joe Diaz introduced himself and showed the Council a copy of his sign-in 

sheets of the busiest days.  His architect, Richard Shanahan, distributed 

a copy of a parking lot for Mr. Diaz’s proposed gym.  Charlie Christiansen 

stated he supports Mr. Diaz’s commitment to this community, as it changed 

his life physically, emotionally and mentally.  Judy Malby spoke in 

support of Mr. Diaz’s gym.  She believes regarding the parking situation, 

as a previous neighbor at the Herald, she never saw more than 5-6 cars at 

the gym at one time.  She has never seen anyone move to town for any 

reason and help more people than Joe Diaz. Jeri Widmer spoke in support of 

Mr. Diaz helping dramatically improve her health.  Ann Cole spoke in 

support of Mr. Diaz’s gym.  She has been a member for roughly 7 months and 

her health has improved tremendously.  She has been impressed with how Mr. 

Diaz works for a variety of ages of all his clients.  She usually visits 

the gym after work and has never seen an issue with the parking.  Dave 

Reynolds spoke in support of the boxing style of gym as a health facility.  

He has not seen a parking issue as a member of Joe’s gym, and stated that 

most people walk rather than drive.  Dick Shanahan, Shanahan Architects, 

spoke regarding the parking requirements for a 3,500 square foot facility 

requiring too many for this size community, and this size of the city lot. 
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Mayor Hamilton asked for any further public comment.  He added that this 

is good information, but the City has not received an application to 

review yet to make any decisions on this matter. 

 

The Mayor said we would take a five minute recess due to the side 

conversations going on while those who spoke at public comment got ready 

to leave.  Everyone left after that statement, so the Mayor reconvened the 

meeting immediately.  He moved on to the Consent Agenda. 

 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

a) Approval of claims paid due to Year End timeliness in the amount 

of $70,985.34 

b) Approval of claims paid due to Year End timeliness and to mail 

Utility Bills in the amount of $17,944.84 

c) Approval of claim to US Bank for Wastewater Project Loan Payment 

in the amount of $129,025.29 

d) Approval of Claims per List for FY2015/2016 in the amount of 

$46,102.77 

e) Approval of Claims per List for FY2016/2017 in the amount of 

$63,203.02 

f) Pledged Security Report through June 30, 2016 

 

Kelly Smith asked to pull claim #142065 because we need to distribute how 

it will be paid differently than is currently entered in the system. 

 

Crystal Turner stated that she emailed out the minutes, but accidentally 

missed placing them on tonight’s agenda for approval, so they will be 

moved to the next meeting. 

 

Councilman Nelson moved to approve the consent agenda removing that one 

claim and address it at the next meeting.  Councilman Chancellor seconded 

the motion.  There was no public comment. 

Motion passed unanimously. 

 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

There are no public hearings tonight. 

 

 

REPORT OF OFFICERS 

Kelly Smith did not have a report tonight. 

 



** Page 3 **    A SUMMARY OF PROCEEDINGS OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF THREE 

FORKS, MONTANA, JULY 12, 2016. 

 
Crystal Turner reported that she went to DNRC last Friday to pick up the 

documentation for the water rights irrigation change she spoke of at the 

last meeting.  They did not have the report ready for pickup as she had 

been told, so they emailed the large files to her yesterday.  She reported 

on what she had read so far, and told the Council if they wished for a 

copy to let her know.  If the City wishes to protest this it needs to be 

submitted by July 15, 2016. 

 

 

REPORT OF COUNCIL COMMITTEES 

Water/Sewer Committee – Dennis Nelson stated he spoke with Fred Phillips 

today and Great West has a few questions regarding the shutdown date and 

final items to complete prior to that shutdown, as well as when startup 

would be scheduled.  Fred may want to schedule a committee meeting 

sometime next week. 

 

Budget Committee – Will try to setup a meeting toward the end of July to 

start working on the preliminary FY16/17 budget. 

 

George Chancellor reviewed the claims today, and noticed the City is not 

being reimbursed by fines in City Court for the City’s incurred attorney 

fees.  The ordinance allows legal fees to be reimbursed via a fine and Mr. 

Chancellor would like to get a resolution set to implement recovering the 

City’s fees. 

 

Ordinance Committee – Will meet on July 19, 2016 at 6PM here are City 

hall. 

 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Wastewater Project 

Mayor Hamilton introduced the SRF Draw #16 in the amount of $193,031 and 

the WRDA Draw #2 in the amount of $1,753.50. 

 

Kelly Smith noted a change on the progress report, which was also reported 

on Draw #15.  She stated this does not affect either draw amount, but only 

wanted to point out that one invoice which was previously referenced, 

still is referenced this month but has already been paid. 

 

Councilwoman Smith motioned to approve the SRF Draw #16 in the amount of 

$193,031 and the WRDA Draw #2 (“Is this the right amount Kelly? [Kelly 

responded yes]) for that amount.  Councilman Tharp seconded the motion.  

There was no public comment. 
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Motion Passed Unanimously. 

 

Water Project 

Approval of contract with DN Tanks for roof demolition, interior 

elastomeric coating tank rehabilitation and new aluminum dome roof 

($316,915) 

This item has been continued until the July 26, 2016 agenda. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Approval of Firefighters’ Election of Officers of Keith Aune as Fire 

Chief, and John D. Whitesitt as Assistant Fire Chief 

Councilman Nelson made a motion to approve the appointments of Keith Aune 

for Fire Chief and John Whitesitt for Assistant Chief in the upcoming 

year.  Councilman Tharp seconded the motion.  George Chancellor asked if 

the position of Secretary needed to be included in the motion as well.  

Crystal Turner apologized because when she placed it on the agenda she did 

not have the letter from Chief Aune yet and she should have included that 

position in the agenda language. 

Councilman Nelson would amend his motion to add Christine Pastrama’s 

appointment to Secretary.  Councilman Tharp agreed to amend his second.  

There was no public comment. 

Motion Passed Unanimously. 

 

Discussion and possible decision regarding Three Forks Firefighters, Inc. 

donation of play equipment in City parks, which would be split with City 

or other funding sources 

Charles Eastty introduced himself and thanked the Council for approving 

the proclamation at the last meeting.  In an effort to further remember 

Todd Rummel, the Firefighters are considering donating funds toward play 

equipment that would be fire themed in one of the City parks.  He has 

spoken with Wendell Ewan who suggested he meet with the Parks Committee.  

Charles added that he needs this first step before he meets with his 

Firefighters’ board regarding total to be donated by them. 

 

The Mayor directed the Parks Committee to further discuss this with 

Charles. 

 

Dennis Nelson added that he learned of this today from Kelly Smith, and 

upon discussion, Kelly reminded him that the Fire Department was very 

frugal in FY15/16, and historically.  The Budget Committee had been 

considering moving some of the savings in FY15/16 by the Fire Department 

toward their capital improvement fund. 
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Board Appointment: Headwaters Fair Board 

Crystal Turner explained that Doug Pickering is moving away, so the Fair 

Board just informed the City that he has resigned from his position.  The 

day after the last meeting the City received an application from Preston 

Hughes.  Since the vacancies had been advertised for over one month 

already, Crystal recommended the Council appoint Mr. Hughes to the 

remainder of Mr. Pickering’s term. 

 

Teri Whitesitt stated that she had Preston, who goes by “Hoo-bee”, as a 

student in her class while teaching at Willow Creek School.  She felt he 

would be a valuable asset to the board. 

 

Councilwoman Whitesitt would move to appoint Preston Hughes to the 

remainder of the term which would expire June 30, 2017.  Councilman 

Chancellor seconded the motion.  There was no public comment. 

Motion Passed Unanimously. 

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS/CONCERNS 

There was no public comment. 

 

 

MAYOR & COUNCIL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

There were no Council announcements. 

 

Mayor Hamilton reported on the upcoming weekend being the 70
th
 Rodeo 

weekend in Three Forks, which includes the Fireman’s Breakfast on Saturday 

morning, and the Chamber will be holding all sorts of fun throughout 

Saturday along Main Street. 

 

 

AGENDA ITEMS FOR NEXT COUNCIL MEETING:  

 Resolution to Adopt the Annexation Agreement with Legacy 

Enterprises for property known as 1600 Bench Road 

 First Reading of an Ordinance Amending Title 5, Chapter 3, 

Sections 1 and 2 in Regards to Certain Types of Open Burning 

Prohibited 

 Application for Kennel License for Debra Saltzman at 323 W. 

Jefferson Street 

 Approval of the DN Tanks contract 
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ADJOURNMENT 

Mayor Hamilton asked if there was a motion to adjourn.  Councilman Tharp 

“so moved”.  Everyone seconded the motion in unison.  There was no public 

comment.    

Motion passed unanimously. (7:49P.M.) 

 

 

               

Steven B. Hamilton, Mayor    Crystal Turner, City Clerk 


