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Southern Broadwater Co. Emergency Services Building Project 

A Proposal for 2020 and Beyond 

 

Mission Statement 

To provide essential public safety services to the citizens living and working in southern Broadwater 

County, Montana, and to the travelers and recreationist who enjoy the area. 

 

The Emergency Services Area 

The area known as Southern Broadwater County is defined as the all the lands lying south of 101 Road 

(see the attached map), officially known as the Three Fork Rural Fire District and the Three Forks Area 

Ambulance Service District within Broadwater County; encompassing approximately 78 square miles.  

There are 444 assigned address points in the service area.  About 15 locations are commercial business 

and the other 429 are households.  In 2016, the area had an estimated population of 985.  Since then, 

residential growth is an explosion in slow motion.  Within five years, the population could easily double. 

Interstate Highway 90 traverses the service area as a major east-west corridor for the northern United 

States, while U.S. Hwy 287 is the north-south route between Yellowstone and Glacier National Parks.  In 

addition, U.S. 287 is a major route between Bozeman and Helena via I-90. 

 

Need for a Public Safety Facility 

The service area is in need of a rural fire station, an ambulance station and law enforcement substation.  

Broadwater County Sheriff’s Office, located 32 miles north in Townsend, provides law enforcement 

protection.  The Three Forks Rural Fire District provides fire protection with its fire station located in the 

City of Three Forks.  The Three Forks Area Ambulance Service provides EMS transport services out of its 

station in Three Forks.  All three public safety agencies need a facility located near the jct. of U.S. Hwy 

287 and I-90 interchange, known as the Wheatland area. 

 

Southern Broadwater Co. Emergency Services Building Project – A Proposal 

Construct a county government public safety facility just north of the I-90 Interchange along U.S. Hwy 

287.  This facility should address the immediately needs of law enforcement, fire service and ambulance 

service in its first phase.  A second phase could address the needs of a community center to be used as a 

polling site, meeting room, mass care shelter and other community needs for the area. 

 

Law Enforcement Building – SAR Equipment Bay  

The Broadwater County Sheriff would be responsible for designing of the law enforcement facility. Some 

the needs might include: a small but secure building with two offices, interview room, evidence locker, 

small conference room, storage room, staff and gun/ammo lockers, holding cell, and female and male 

rest room facilities.  This facility would need to be equipped with two-way radio base equipment, 

antenna, CJIN computer terminal, and perhaps a backup generator for emergency power supply. Also, 

Broadwater County Search and Rescue will also need an area to store mission critical equipment, such as 
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ATV, utility vehicle (side-by-side), snowmobile, etc.   The Sheriff’s facility should be designed to build on 

for future growth as an alternative SO Dispatch Center, additional vehicle parking garage, and 

alternative Emergency Coordination Center (ECC) during a disaster or large scale emergency in the area. 

 

Fire and EMS – A joint facility 

The Three Forks Rural Fire District’s board of trustees would be responsible for designing of the fire 

station.  Some the fire service needs might include:  A facility with two or three large truck bays, each 

with a 12’x 12’ overhead door, secure storage areas, small secured office, a meeting room, and female 

and male rest room facilities.   

The fire service will also need a large underground water storage tank with a capacity of 30,000 gallons. 

 

The Three Forks Area Ambulance Service board of directors would be responsible to designing the EMS 

part of the facility.  Some of the EMS needs might include: a large ambulance bay with 12’ x12’ overhead 

door, secure storage areas, small secured office, and perhaps shared female and male rest room 

facilities. 

 

Common facility services:  Depending upon the building design and location, the facility might be able to 

share some common services, such as, water well, sewage waste water system, mechanical room 

(H/AC), building camera security system, and paved parking area. 

 

Long-term community needs:  A large community room with the occupancy capacity of 100 to 150 is 

needed for the area.  The facility could be used for multiple activities: community meetings; voter poll 

site; first responder training; American Red Cross mass care shelter. 

 

Recommended Site Criteria 

• Title of the property should be in the name of Broadwater County. 

• The parcel of land should be about five to seven acres in size. 

• The site should to be adjacent U.S. Hwy 287 and north of I-90, with direct access to the highway. 

• The building site should be relatively flat and not requiring a large amount of fill material. 

• Electrical power service in the immediate area. 

• Landline telephone service in the immediate area. 

• Internet service in the immediate area. 

 

Funding Possibilities 

• USDA Rural Development – Community Facilities Direct Loan & Grant Program 

• Federal Grants 

• Montana Board of Investments INTERCAP Loan Program 

• Private Foundation Grants  

• Other 


