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JUNE 28, 2016, The Three Forks City Council met in session in City Hall at 

206 Main Street, and was presided over by Mayor Steven B. Hamilton.  Mayor 

Hamilton called the meeting to order at 7:03 P.M. for the SECOND meeting 

of JUNE 2016. 

 

 

PRESENT: Council members George Chancellor, Deb Mickelberry, Teri 

Whitesitt, Sharon Smith, Ed Tharp and Dennis Nelson.  Also present were 

City Treasurer Kelly Smith and City Clerk Crystal Turner. 

 

The record reflects that a quorum was present, with the attendance of six 

(6) council members, and the meeting was held. 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag was led by Mayor Hamilton.  

Reminder to the public that the meeting was being recorded. 

 

 

GUESTS: Gloria Howland, Roger Nerlin, Dave Hargrove, Gene Townsend, Sean & 

Candi Rumelhart, John D. Whitesitt, Michael Tucker (Belgrade News), Mason 

Moore, Josh Miller, Brad Eastty, Brandi Tribble, Tyler Oehmcke, Dale 

Kober, and Justin Kamerman. 

 

Mayor Hamilton asked if there were any PUBLIC COMMENTS/CONCERNS that were 

not on the agenda. 

 

With no public comment, Mayor Hamilton moved on to the Consent Agenda. 

 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

a) Approval of Claims per List(s) 

b) Approval of Meeting Minutes of June 14, 2016 

c) Approval of Zoning & Planning Minutes of May 19, 2016 

d) Approval of Amendment #7 with Great West Engineering’s contract 

for the Wastewater Project to provide additional services, modify 

payments to the Engineer and modifying times for rendering 

services ($0 change) 

e) Approval of the following claims, pending SRF Draw #15 funds 

arriving: 

a. Great West Engineering $17,148.43 

b. Smith Contracting $58,051.81 

c. Montana Department of Revenue 1% Contractor Withholding $638.00 

f) Approval to pay US Bank invoice by 6/30/2016 for the Wastewater 

Project, pending receipt of invoice, for the principal amount of 
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$96,000 and the estimated interest payment of $40,000 (claim to be 

verified on next agenda) 

 

Crystal Turner noted a change which needs to occur to the minutes of June 

14
th
 to add that Susan Swimley was present. 

 

Councilwoman Smith moved to approve the consent agenda.  Councilman Nelson 

seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

Proclamation Honoring the Family of Chief Todd Rummel and the law firm of 

Kasting, Kauffman & Mersen for Donations for the Three Forks Fire 

Department to Purchase SCBA’s 

The Mayor introduced Chairman Hargrove and Secretary Townsend of the Three 

Forks Rural Fire Board. 

 

Gene Townsend stated that at the last meeting of the Rural Board in May 

they realized it was almost the second anniversary of Chief Todd Rummel’s 

death, and in honor of that they drafted this proclamation to remember 

him, the family, and the law firm both of who donated funds which allowed 

the Department to purchase new self-contained breathing apparatus (SCBA) 

devices.  He then read the proclamation into the record in its entirety. 

 

Brandi Tribble demonstrated wearing the new SCBA while Charles Eastty 

explained to the Council that they are significantly lighter than the 

older style, because it no longer has a steel bottle.  The oxygen bottle 

has been improved and lightened by using fiberglass.  He continued 

explaining the updated safety features and ease of use. 

 

Councilman Nelson made a motion that the City of Three Forks City Council 

pass the joint proclamation #01-2016 honoring our fallen fire chief Todd 

Rummel for the very tragic accident two years ago, and thank you to the 

law firm, to the family and thank you to all the firemen. Councilwoman 

Whitesitt seconded the motion.  There was no public comment.  Mayor 

Hamilton thanked the firefighters for all that they do and stated that 

everything they do is greatly appreciated. 

Motion passed unanimously. 

 

Public Hearing and Decision on a Conditional Use Permit for Sean Rumelhart 

to operate a home occupation for property located at Block 22, Lot 7, 

Original Townsite more commonly referred to as 323 2nd Ave East 
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Mayor Hamilton introduced the next item by reading the application, then 

turned the discussion over to George Chancellor who serves as the liaison 

between the Council and Zoning & Planning Board. 

 

Mr. Chancellor recapped the recommendation of the Zoning & Planning Board, 

which echoed the recommendation of City Planner Ralph Johnson for approval 

of the CUP.  The applicant will not have any customers at the home except 

by appointment. 

 

Applicant Testimony: Sean Rumelhart thanked the Council and hoped they 

passed this tonight so he could legally have his home business.  He will 

not have a storefront or sell anything out of his home.  It is a service 

oriented business, which means he would go to a client’s home, possibly 

working on the equipment or bringing back equipment to his home for 

further repair/troubleshooting work.  He will not have any customers 

coming without an appointment that would require additional parking. 

 

Dennis Nelson did not see any issues with this application and did not see 

a reason to not uphold the Zoning & Planning Board’s recommendation.  Ed 

Tharp and Sharon Smith agreed with Mr. Nelson. 

 

There was no public comment, nor need for an applicant rebuttal. 

 

Councilwoman Smith made the motion to approve the application for Sean 

Rumelhart the conditional use permit for the property located at Block 22, 

Lot 7, Original Townsite known to as 323 2
nd
 Ave East.  Councilman Tharp 

seconded the motion.  There was no further discussion. 

Motion passed unanimously. 

 

Public Hearing and Decision on a Conditional Use Permit for Kristen 

Schillinger to operate a home occupation for property located at Block 8, 

Lot 7, Original Townsite, more commonly referred to as 21 2nd Ave East 

George Chancellor introduced the staff report recommendation provided by 

Ralph Johnson, and the Zoning & Planning Board’s recommendation for 

approval. 

 

Kelly Smith informed the Council that she got a text from Kristen 

Schillinger that she was leaving Manhattan now and would be here shortly. 

 

Councilman Nelson motioned to table this until later tonight.  

Councilwoman Whitesitt seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously. 
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Public Hearing and Decision on a Conditional Use Permit for Folkvord 

Investments, LLC to construct multifamily dwellings (10 unites) in 

residential zoning on property located at Block 3, Lot 2, Headwaters 

Addition, more commonly referred to as 129 E. Front Street 

George Chancellor explained that Jared Brown has represented Mr. Folkvord 

at all of the meetings so far, and although he is not present tonight Mr. 

Chancellor stated that the application is only to allow multi-family 

structures right now, and states that they still do not have a final 

design layout but the Zoning & Planning board has recommended approval. 

 

Teri Whitesitt asked if this was the application that had an issue with 

the amount of space for emergency vehicles along the street.  Kelly Smith 

replied that City Engineer Brent Miller had some issues with the minimum 

parking entrance size referenced on the first design but has relayed his 

concerns to the applicants, and Ralph Johnson felt the 18-feet on the 

layout would be sufficient.  This will be one way in, and one way out 

style to enter the property.  (Jared Brown arrived.)  Mr. Brown stated 

that they do have a final layout now of the buildings, based on potential 

buyers’ inquiries.  Kelly reminded the Council that this decision tonight 

is just for to allow or disallow multi-family housing.  An updated layout 

was presented to the Council tonight, but the final design will be before 

both the Zoning & Planning Board and City Council at a later date for 

approval. 

 

There was no public comment. 

 

Councilman Nelson made a motion that we approve the application for 

conditional use permit for Folkvord property, requesting approval for 

multifamily dwelling, ten units at the present time in residential zoning.  

Councilwoman Smith seconded the motion. 

 

There were no public comments.  The Mayor commented that we [the City] do 

not have a lot of area designated for multi-family housing so he thinks 

this is a good use of this property and location for such a use. 

Motion passed unanimously. 

 

The Mayor reported that we would return to Public Hearings later tonight. 

 

 

REPORT OF OFFICERS 

Asst. Fire Chief Whitesitt stated he was present tonight with his 

quarterly report.  He distributed a handout of calls and incidents.  In 

March there was one gas odor call, one gas leak call (which lasted 153 
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minutes), one service call (which are generally people who have fell), one 

grass fire, and one vehicle collision.  Overall man hours spent by all 

firefighters who arrived at the incidents was 8 hours and 37 minutes. 

 

In April the firefighters attended to three vehicle collisions, one 

structure fire, one outside smoke, one vehicle fire, one gas leak, one 

alarm high life – which are generally for the High School - (which only 

lasted 18 minutes so was probably a prank call), and one stage for law 

enforcement (which was called off so only lasted 10 minutes).  The total 

man hours for April were 51 hours and 17 minutes.  Dennis Nelson asked if 

the two gas leak calls in March and April were at the same location.  Mr. 

Whitesitt replied no, one was a construction site, and another behind the 

new Main Street Office location. 

 

In May there were three vehicles collisions, one vehicle collision with 

ejection, one mutual aid/missing child (which was cancelled and the child 

was found in a park and only lasted 10 minutes), one vehicle collision in 

the pond, and one vehicle fire.  The total man hours for May were 32 hours 

and 6 minutes. 

 

Mr. Whitesitt asked if there was anything specific the Council wished to 

hear about during the quarterly reports he provides.  He does not feel 

that reading the incident log is a very good use of time if the Council is 

not interested in it.  He suggested reporting on training, or discussing 

budget items if the Council chose, but again was not certain this was the 

best venue for discussions, or if he should just report on items.  Teri 

Whitesitt stated that she believed the training and some of the calls/man 

hours spent would be good in a quarterly report.  Dennis Nelson agreed 

with the training reports, and did suggest that items that the department 

would like to purchase in the next year should be discussed, at least for 

major purchases or new training the department can project it will need in 

the upcoming year.  Mayor Hamilton added that he liked seeing the actual 

equipment, and the SCBA demonstration tonight was really good. 

 

Lastly, Mr. Whitesitt said that he asked at the joint Rural-City meeting 

held in January if the Council had suggestions on recruitment.  At that 

meeting Mr. Nelson said the Safety Committee could meet to discuss some 

options.  Mr. Nelson replied that he has not come up with any ideas but 

reported that Crystal Turner has some quotes for the website enhancement 

and so if awarded and the website is redone this coming fiscal year, the 

Fire Department could have its own page within the site which may help 

with recruitment. 
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Mr. Whitesitt said that since the building was painted, there has not been 

a sign or logo on the building to let people who have not lived here 

forever know where the Fire Department building is.  The firefighters 

thought of a scrolling marquee on the building to say anything, but could 

add recruitment information and inform those interested where to get 

applications.  He mentioned the Three Forks Ambulance’s program which 

rewards the volunteers for “X” number of calls attended, something like $5 

for five calls on a gift card, which could be used to personalize 

equipment/gear.  For instance, Dave has been wanting a radio harness but 

each radio is unique based on radio type.  They are also expensive and so 

he has not purchased one outright. 

 

Kelly Smith suggested recruiting on the water bills – not guaranteeing how 

many people read the water bills but it would be one more form of 

communication. 

 

Teri Whitesitt added that she would like to hear the number of active 

members during the reports. 

 

City Treasurer Kelly Smith did not have a report but wanted to wish the 

Mayor a happy birthday for tomorrow. 

 

City Clerk Crystal Treasurer reported that the City received a public 

notice regarding a water right change in one of the irrigated land near 

city limits.  The applicant is simply changing how it irrigates but she 

wanted to know if the Council wants to get the full report and provide 

public comment.  Ed Tharp and Dennis Nelson agreed to get the full report 

and pay the $25.00 to protest if needed. 

 

 

RETURN TO PUBLIC HEARINGS 

Schillinger CUP – Dennis Nelson asked if Kristen already has a State 

license.  She said no, she needs a city license to fulfill the state 

requirements.  During the school year she has four children she usually 

watches.  She plans to apply for overflow for the demand afterschool and 

during the summer after the summer rec program.  She further explained 

that the elementary school librarian, Shelby Mack, has been helping out 

during the summer.  Dennis said that she stated on her application that 

she did not have any employees.  Did she have an employee now?  Kristen 

said yes, Shelby is helping out now in this summer.  Deb Mickelberry asked 

how many kids she would have at the peak of her business.  Kristen 

responded no more than 10.  Teri Whitesitt asked if she was in “family” or 

“group” care (as defined by the State).  Kristen was unsure and is still 
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learning.  Teri explained to her about the differences and what the State 

allows for overflow for a couple hours. 

 

There was no public comment at the hearing, but Mayor Hamilton read 

letters of support into the record from Jane Roedel, a letter from Shann 

Mack and Shelby Mack, another letter from Bill and Laurie Mack, and one 

more from Anne Bentz. 

 

Councilman Nelson made a motion we approve the application for Kristy 

[Kristen] Schillinger for the CUP for her daycare as per the 

recommendations of the Zoning & Planning Board. Councilwoman Smith 

seconded the motion.  There was no further discussion. 

Motion passed unanimously. 

 

 

REPORT OF COUNCIL COMMITTEES 

Water & Sewer Committee – Dennis Nelson reported that the City has been in 

contact with DN Tanks regarding the water tank rehab project.  The 

contract has been reviewed by the City Attorney and forwarded on to Joel 

Pilcher of Great West Engineering to finalize and get the draft back to 

us. 

 

Regarding the wastewater project, Smith Contracting has requested a 

shutdown effective last Friday.  There was an issue where the liner was 

knicked by a skidsteer which damaged it and the installing company came 

back to repair it.  Our engineers have some concerns with this.  The 

punchlist Steve Trbovich distributed at a committee meeting a few weeks 

ago does not have all items completed yet.  The Committee and engineers 

felt the critical items could be completed no later than July 15, 2016 so  

the shutdown request has not been approved yet until the critical items 

are complete. 

 

Budget Committee – Will meet in a couple weeks. 

 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

There was no unfinished business. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Board Appointments: Board of Adjustment 

Mayor Hamilton read the board appointment memo into the record. 
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Councilwoman Smith made a motion to approve her, Diane Furhman’s, 

application for another term.  Councilman Chancellor seconded the motion.  

There was no public comment, or Council comments. 

Motion passed unanimously. 

 

Fair Board 

Mayor Hamilton read the board appointment memo into the record.  Crystal 

Turner added that as of today, we learned of the resignation of Nate Carr, 

which makes three vacancies now. 

 

Teri Whitesitt asked about Casey Elmose’s reference to the rodeo committee 

on his application and if that meant he has been on the board in the past.  

He has not, but has volunteered a lot with many high school rodeos. 

 

Councilwoman Whitesitt moved that we accept the three applicants to our 

rodeo board, expiring June 30, 2019.  (Discussion on the remainder of Nate 

Carr’s term – which the Board would appoint Casey Elmose to finish Mr. 

Carr’s term expiring June 30, 2018).  Councilwoman Smith seconded the 

motion.  There were no public comments or anymore board discussion. 

Motion passed unanimously. 

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS/CONCERNS 

There were no public comments. 

 

 

MAYOR & COUNCIL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

There were no Council announcements. 

 

The Mayor reminded all that the 4
th
 of July weekend is coming, and he 

encouraged a safe and fun Independence Day. 

 

 

AGENDA ITEMS FOR NEXT COUNCIL MEETING:  

 Possibly the Resolution to Adopt the Annexation Agreement with 

Legacy Enterprises for property known as 1600 Bench Road 

 Possibly DN Tanks contract 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mayor Hamilton asked if there was a motion to adjourn.  Councilman Nelson 

“so moved”.  Councilwoman Whitesitt seconded the motion.  There was no 

public comment.    
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Motion passed unanimously. (8:05P.M.) 

 

 

               

Steven B. Hamilton, Mayor    Crystal Turner, City Clerk 


