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MAY 24, 2016, The Three Forks City Council met in session in City Hall at 

206 Main Street, and was presided over by Mayor Steven B. Hamilton.  Mayor 

Hamilton called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. for the SECOND meeting 

of MAY 2016. 

 

 

PRESENT: Council members George Chancellor, Deb Mickelberry, Teri 

Whitesitt, Sharon Smith, Ed Tharp and Dennis Nelson.  Also present were 

City Treasurer Kelly Smith and City Clerk Crystal Turner. 

 

The record reflects that a quorum was present, with the attendance of six 

(6) council members, and the meeting was held. 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag was led by Mayor Hamilton.  

Reminder to the public that the meeting was being recorded. 

 

 

GUESTS: Kira Gifford, Gloria Howland, Ron & Mickie Imberi, Jared Brown, 

and Cole Robertson. 

 

Mayor Hamilton asked if there were any PUBLIC COMMENTS/CONCERNS that were 

not on the agenda. 

 

Kira Gifford spoke regarding a missing stop sign at the corner of her home 

on 7
th
 Avenue E and Birch Street.  A lot of people did not stop at the stop 

sign previously, but it did slow a lot of drivers down.  Mayor Hamilton 

said he will speak with Wendell Ewan regarding why the stop sign was 

missing.  Kelly Smith spoke that one of the stop signs in this 

intersection was knocked down by a driver, and Wendell Ewan stated the 

Mayor instructed him to remove the others along 7
th
 Avenue E.  Mickie 

Imberi asked if one stop sign was knocked down why it was not just 

replaced.  Mayor Hamilton said that he did not believe the stop sign was 

necessary but will instruct Wendell to perform a study to decide how many 

need to be installed, or re-installed. 

 

With no further public comments, Mayor Hamilton moved on to the Consent 

Agenda. 

 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

a) Approval of Claims per List(s) 

b) Approval of Meeting Minutes of April 26 and May 10, 2016 
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c) Approval of Local Government Luncheon meeting minutes of April 29, 

2016 

d) Approval of the following purchases where funds are available but 

were not specifically budgeted for: 

a. Water Fund 5210 - $48,100 for Radios and Registers, Water 

Shutoff Replacements and Engineering and Materials for the 

Extension 

b. Sewer Fund 5310 - $5,000 for Radios and Registers 

e) Approval to Spend Sewer Impact Fees (Fund 5312) Available but not 

budgeted to spend in FY2015/2016 (budget amendment resolution to 

follow) - $15,000 Fees for Manhole Covers and Trench Shoring 

 

Dennis Nelson stated that he and the rest of the Budget Committee 

requested quotes from Randy Johnston on spending funds still available in 

this year’s budget for projects we could accomplish within this fiscal 

year (regarding consent agenda items “D” and “E”).  He and the rest of the 

Committee feel the selected projects are good to move forward with this 

year.  Jared Brown asked where the water extension would take place and 

was informed that there are four blocks on Ash, Birch and Cedar between 6
th
 

and 7
th
 Avenues E.  Kira Gifford asked if this project meant that she would 

be required to connect to City water.  The answer is no, unless her well 

dries up then she would be required to connect to City services, but she 

will not be forced to if her well lasted forever. 

 

Councilwoman Smith motioned to approve the consent agenda with the 

corrections and with the noted amounts by Dennis.  Councilman Tharp 

seconded the motion.  There was no public comment or Council discussion. 

Motion passed unanimously. 

 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

Public Hearing and Decision on the Approval of an Application for 

Conditional Use Permit by Ron & Mickie Imberi to convert a single family 

residence to a duplex in the Central Business District 

Councilman Chancellor recapped the staff report and the meeting of the 

Zoning & Planning board held on May 19, 2016.  He specifically read over 

the conclusion in Mr. Johnson’s staff report which recommends approval 

assuming no significant negative public comment. 

 

Applicant Presentation: Mickie Imberi stated this property was an oddly 

built facility and we all know that housing is a need in Three Forks and 

it is part of her goal to provide more affordable housing in town. 
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There were no Council questions or comments.  There was no public comment. 

 

Councilwoman Mickelberry commented that she liked the existing off-street 

parking, and moved that we approve the conditional use permit for Ron and 

Mickie Imberi.  Councilman Nelson seconded the motion.  There were no 

further comments. 

Motion passed unanimously. 

 

Public Hearing and Decision on the Approval of an Application by Folkvord 

Investments, LLC to change zoning designation at Block 3, Lot 2, 

Headwaters Addition (129 E. Front Street) from General Industrial 

Transitional Zoning District to Medium Density Residential to allow 10 

townhomes (5 building) to be built at this location. 

Kelly Smith reported on a 2003 decision to eliminate “Medium Density 

Residential”, so this request would be to change the zoning to 

“Residential”. 

 

Applicant Presentation: Jared Brown, spoke on behalf of the applicant, and 

explained this is a 10-unit project planned, which will have a preliminary 

plat application submitted on May 27
th
, to create the lots.  The applicant 

has already had some interest in single-units available for purchase.  

Upon Mr. Brown’s discussion with City Planner Ralph Johnson, the applicant 

will probably submit a planned unit development (PUD) which allows for 

tighter units together and alternative setbacks. 

 

Dennis Nelson asked about the access for emergency vehicles, and if it was 

an issue.  Mr. Brown answered that there is not an access issue, but they 

have been in discussions with Ralph Johnson throughout the planning 

process to ensure they think about the various situations that may come up 

during subdivision and building.  Mr. Brown added that this property is in 

the floodplain and so they will also have to submit a floodplain permit 

for the project. 

 

Public Comment: Mickie Imberi, as another provider of homes in town, 

stated she would be in favor of this because availability is so limited.  

Kira Gifford asked if these would be rental homes or homes for purchase.  

Mr. Brown answered they hope to provide a variety of price options to the 

buyers offering smaller and larger units, but these would be homes for 

sale. 

 

Councilman Chancellor made a motion to change Lot 3 Block 2 of the 

Headwaters Addition Plat D-167 from General Industrial Transitional to 
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Residential zone.  Councilman Tharp seconded the motion.  There was no 

Council or public comments. 

Motion passed unanimously. 

 

Public Hearing and Decision on a Resolution of Intent to Annex Property 

located at 1600 Bench Road 

Mayor Hamilton introduced the resolution of intent, and read it into the 

record in its entirety, correcting “Town” to “City” in the legal 

description of the property.  Kelly Smith suggested to amend the 

publication dates of the Belgrade News to be consistent with the way the 

publication dates are listed for the Bozeman Daily Chronicle (Crystal will 

amend prior to the Mayor signing the final resolution).  Crystal Turner 

stated that since this is an old “metes and bounds style” legal 

description, Three Forks probably was a recorded town at that point and 

she will call the Clerk & Recorder’s office to verify the legal 

description. 

 

Councilwoman Mickelberry asked if staff knew what the applicant would be 

doing on this property.  Crystal Turner replied that it is a cell tower 

assembly and repair business where they assemble the parts on site and 

then load them onto trucks or trains, then install and/or repair at the 

customer’s site.  Kelly Smith added that water and sewer service is 

available already nearby.  Crystal added that there are draft attachments 

to this resolution: Annexation agreement, consent to join the street 

lighting district, waivers of protest of a street maintenance district and 

street improvement district, which have all been sent to the applicant.  

Councilman Nelson asked to clarify that the $645.00 in the annexation 

agreement towards attorney fees was provided by Susan Swimley, to which 

Crystal responded yes, and Susan left room in this section to include our 

time if needed. 

 

Councilman Nelson made a motion to approve Resolution #251-2016, it’s a 

resolution of intent to annex property referred to as 1600 Bench Road, 

with all the listed documentation that we have available at this point in 

time.  Councilwoman Smith seconded the motion.  There was no Council or 

public comments. 

Motion passed unanimously. 

 

 

REPORT OF OFFICERS 

Neither Kelly Smith nor Crystal Turner had reports tonight. 
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REPORT OF COUNCIL COMMITTEES 

Ordinance Committee – Teri Whitesitt recapped the discussions of their 

meeting tonight starting with the camping in the park.  The Committee 

would like to post a sign at the parking lot in between the first and 

seconds ponds which would disallow overnight camping.  The discussion 

turned to garbage cans being left on the streets and the committee decided 

to leave the ordinance as is because anyone leaving a can on the street 

would be in violation of an existing ordinance #8-4-1 (blocking public 

right-of-way).  The committee also will be working on defining household 

garbage and allowing burn barrels for yard waste but not for household 

garbage.  Deb Mickelberry will work on drafting a rewrite of this 

ordinance.  The committee also discussed recreational vehicles and 

trailers parked on private property as well as public property or in the 

public right-of-way.  Teri will be talking to Sgt. Peterson on his 

interpretation.  Jared Brown said that there is a junked vehicle, by the 

definition they just explained, that has sat for at least six weeks in one 

location.  George Chancellor brought up that there is a curb issue since 

some streets do not have curbs and gutters or pavement edges so it is hard 

to enforce the parking ordinance as written.  Jared Brown argued that 

those are language nuances and not a reason not to enforce the ordinances. 

 

Budget Committee – Dennis Nelson said that they will meet June 8, 2016 at 

3PM to go over the last expenditures of the current fiscal year and review 

of budget status.  Mayor Hamilton added that he is preparing a budget 

similar to last year’s numbers.  Dennis rebutted that he would like to see 

a 5-7% decrease from last year. 

 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Direction to City Attorney on Fire Training Center 

Dennis said that George Reich has been out of town and he has not been 

able to meet with him.  This item will be moved to the June 14
th
, 2016 

agenda. 

 

Approval to inform DN Tanks of the City’s intention to enter into a 

contract allowing them to perform the Water Tank Rehabilitation portion of 

the 2013 Water System Improvements Project, pending legal approval of the 

contract documents 

Mayor Hamilton asked Dennis Nelson to explain the status of this.  

Councilman Nelson recapped that the Water & Sewer Committee met with Joel 

Pilcher of Great West Engineering regarding moving forward with this 

portion of the project without going back out to bid since there were no 
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bidders previously.  Susan Swimley has reviewed this and agrees it can 

move forward through the RFP process. 

Mayor Hamilton asked for a motion to I guess it would be to approve 

informing DN Tanks to enter into a contract with them.  Councilman Tharp 

would “make that motion.”  Councilman Nelson seconded the motion.   

 

Public Comment: Jared Brown asked how much this would cost.  Mr. Nelson 

believed the range of Great West Engineering’s original estimate was 

$245,000.  No one bid the original stage of the water project that would 

cover this part of the project.  Randy Johnston met a representative of a 

company which does perform tank rehabilitation at Water School last year.  

We setup a meeting to have him visit our existing water tank and try to 

see if it would be worth rehabilitation or just demolition and rebuild.  

DN Tanks gave us a worst-case scenario quote of $260,000-$300,000 if 

demolition and rebuilding would be necessary.  Ed Tharp added that we 

performed a 24-hour hold test and the existing tank did not leak any water 

so we do not believe that we have to demolish anything, and this will be 

on the lower end of their quote to rehabilitate. 

There were no other comments. 

Motion passed unanimously. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

There was no new business this evening. 

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS/CONCERNS 

Jared Brown asked for the status of the Wastewater Project.  Councilman 

Nelson responded on the project’s status.  We are over the contracted 

construction days.  There have been a lot of missed days due to weather 

this month.  Once they get the liners in and the final dirt work completed 

they can order the LEMNA which really is almost the final stage of the 

project.  Mr. Brown asked since the contractor is over the contracted 

days, if the City would be collecting liquidated damages for not being 

done on time.  Mr. Nelson stated that he was not aware of that at this 

point in time.  Mr. Brown asked again if Smith Contracting would be 

charged liquidated damages.  Mr. Nelson said he would have someone in the 

Water & Sewer Committee ask that during the construction meeting this 

week.  Mr. Brown said that there was an amount defined in the contract and 

if it was “per day”. 

 

 

MAYOR & COUNCIL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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There were no Council announcements. 

 

Mayor Hamilton asked that everyone keep in mind that Friday is the last 

day of school and there will be children out and about during the school 

hours, and noted that Summer Recreation brochures are available here at 

the City Office.  He added that Lori Hendrickson (The Green Thumb 

Greenhouse) planted the beds outside of City Hall and thought they looked 

beautiful. 

 

 

AGENDA ITEMS FOR NEXT COUNCIL MEETING:  

 Discussion and Decision on structures lacking permits at 110 2
nd
 Ave. 

East 

  Proclamation in Memoriam of Todd Rummel 

 Discussion on Zika Virus and how to help the Mosquito District 

educate the public 

 Direction to Mrs. Swimley on the use of the Fire Training Center 

 Resolution to Annex and incorporate within the boundaries of the City 

of Three Forks Montana a tract of land commonly referred to as 1600 

Bench Road 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mayor Hamilton asked if there was a motion to adjourn.  Councilman Nelson 

“so moved”.  Councilman Tharp seconded the motion.  There was no public 

comment.    

Motion passed unanimously. (8:11P.M.) 

 

 

               

Steven B. Hamilton, Mayor    Crystal Turner, City Clerk 


