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MAY 23rd, 2017, The Three Forks City Council met in session in City Hall at 

206 Main Street, and was presided over by Mayor Steven B. Hamilton.  Mayor 

Hamilton called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. for the ONLY meeting of 

MAY 2017. 

 

 

PRESENT: Council members George Chancellor, Deb Mickelberry, Teri 

Whitesitt, Sharon Smith, Ed Tharp, and Dennis Nelson.  City Treasurer 

Kelly Smith and City Clerk Crystal Turner were also present. 

 

The record reflects that a quorum was present, with the attendance of six 

(6) council members, and the meeting was held. 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag was led by Mayor Hamilton.  

Reminder to the public that the meeting was being recorded.  The Mayor 

also asked the public to observe a moment of silence for Deputy Mason 

Moore. 

 

 

GUESTS: Gloria Howland, Jared Brown, and Jessica Oehmcke. 

 

 

Mayor Hamilton asked if there were any PUBLIC COMMENTS/CONCERNS that were 

not on the agenda.  Seeing none, he introduced the CONSENT AGENDA. 

 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

a) Approval of Claim paid due to timeliness: 

a. to Mail Utility Bills in the Amount of $160.92 

b. to Mail Various Vendors in the Amount of $16,712.81 

c. to Pay Great West Engineering for SRF Draw #23 and TSEP Draw #15 

administration in the Amount of $877.00 

b) Approval of Claims per List(s) 

c) Approval of Meeting Minutes from April 25, 2017 

d) Approval to Sign Engagement Letter with Rudd & Company for the 

FY2017, FY2018 and FY2019 Audits 

e) Approval of Contract with Rudd & Company Notifying the Department 

of Administration of Audits for FY2017, FY2018 and FY2019 

 

Councilman Chancellor motioned to approve the consent agenda.  

Councilwoman Smith seconded the motion.  There was no public comment. 

Motion Passed Unanimously. 
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PUBLIC HEARINGS 

There were no scheduled public hearings. 

 

 

REPORT OF OFFICERS 

City Treasurer Kelly Smith did not have a report. 

 

City Clerk Crystal Turner reported on her recent MMIA training and thanked 

the Council for allowing her to attend.  She highlighted that during the 

Harassment/Discrimination course, there was a very interesting discussion 

on service animals versus assistance animals.  Because there was too much 

to report on tonight Crystal distributed typed up bullet points with some 

highlighted actions/direction needed from the Council.  She asked them to 

review and come back for discussion in the near future.  Crystal 

highlighted a dinner session with PayGOV.us who she believes would be a 

great option for our customers to pay their bills via credit/debit cards 

from their phones and home computers where our current provider can only 

offer that here in the office; also highlighted courses like Fundamentals 

of HR, Maximizing Social Media and Suspicion Testing.   

 

Crystal reported on the soil testing results and recommended trees for 

replacement trees in Sacajawea Park.  She handed the rest of the 

information off to the Mayor to finish presenting since he did the 

research. 

 

Lastly, Crystal also reported on a regional training by Montana Municipal 

Insurance Authority, Local Government Services and League of Cities & 

Towns (MMIA/LGC/LC&T) who have offered to hold the training in Three Forks 

on July 19.  They would like to know interest of attendance, and we can 

include an invitation to Manhattan and Belgrade, or other communities if 

we wish to maximum participation.  It will be a free training that will 

run from 9am-4pm and lunch will be provided.  Crystal asked the Council if 

they wished for her to confirm this training by MMIA/LGC/LC&T. 

 

 

REPORT OF COUNCIL COMMITTEES 

Ordinance Committee – Increasing Number of Chicken Permits from 15 to 30 

Teri Whitesitt reported that they met to discuss increasing the number of 

chicken permits in city limits.  They reviewed with Sgt. Peterson 

regarding enforcement and violations and/or complaints, and with Kelly 
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Smith regarding the floodplain side of it, and it does not seem that there 

have been many issues.  They would like to increase the limit to thirty 

(30).  Crystal will start drafting an ordinance, which will allow the 

future Council to amend the permitted number via resolution rather than 

ordinance. 

 

The Ordinance Committee also discussed Ralph Johnson’s recommendation to 

at least consider defining or zoning of “man camp” style trailers.  There 

does not appear to be any issues so the Council will leave the ordinance 

as written.  They also discussed living in camping trailers.  They came up 

with a plan and are waiting on a draft from Susan Swimley. 

 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Wastewater Project 

a) TSEP Draw Request #18 in the Amount of $6,514.20 and SRF Draw #26 in 

the amount of $21,701.00 for a grand total of $28,215.20 

Mayor Hamilton introduced the draw.   

Councilwoman Smith moved to approve your signature to sign off on those 

TSEP Draw Request #18 in the Amount of $6,514.20 and SRF Draw #26 in the 

amount of $21,701.00 for a grand total of $28,215.20.  Councilwoman 

Whitesitt seconded the motion.  There was no public comment or Council 

discussion. 

Motion Passed Unanimously. 

 

b) Settlement with Smith Contracting, Inc. 

Dennis Nelson reminded the Council that he, Mayor Hamilton and Steve 

Johnston represented the City during mediation.  There was no conclusion 

at that meeting, and then he got a call from Lee Barron last week 

regarding settling this and being done. Dennis thanked Kelly Smith and 

Crystal Turner for their work on the entire project.  We had about $93,000 

in outstanding unscheduled employment of the engineer (UEE) the City would 

owe to Great West Engineering, and some miscellaneous bills that Smith 

owed during the project like propane, Susan’s time for mediation, which 

total roughly another $22,000.  Lee Baron requested a “no lawyer’s 

meeting” – but both lawyers were aware of the meeting and our attorney 

reviewed the negotiation prior to this draft before us tonight.  We 

relayed on to Smith Contracting that there would be no assignments of the 

contract [the Great West Engineering and City of Three Forks contract].  

At the end of all internal discussions we proposed $227,000 as final 

payment to Smith Contracting.  We are currently waiting to hear back from 
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Smith.  At the end of all this, we hope to come out borrowing around 

$200,000 less than originally expected. 

 

Mayor Hamilton added that Dennis and he sat down with Smith and then with 

Susan to ensure the City will retain all the rights with the contract.  It 

also includes the certified payrolls being complete and accurate, which 

will fulfill the City’s obligation with funding sources.  He asked for the 

Council’s approval of signature on this document in general terms, noting 

that if any minor edits are suggested from Smith Contracting that he and 

Dennis Nelson would be able to edit those (major changes would come back 

to the Council). 

 

Dennis Nelson added that there are some minor punch list items still, and 

Wendell Ewan informed him that there is another leak in one of the lagoon 

covers which is bubbling up but this agreement would have the City taking 

full ownership of the wastewater lagoon system.  Steve Johnston, Wendell 

Ewan and Randy Johnston have all informed Dennis that this is fully 

operational. 

 

Mayor Hamilton stated he would not sign this until he receives a signed 

copy back from Smith Contracting.  Dennis Nelson added that and final pay 

application needs to be seen and reviewed by Great West Engineering. 

 

Councilman Nelson made a motion that we accept, in general terms accept, 

the proposal that has been put together and sent to Smith Contracting for 

final payment to SCI for the completion of the wastewater sewer project.  

Councilwoman Smith seconded the motion.  Public Comment: Gloria Howland 

stated it was disappointing that it came to this. 

Motion Passed Unanimously. 

 

Water Project 

Mayor Hamilton reported for Randy Johnston that the old concrete tank has 

been cleaned and sterilized, and is ready to hold water.  Randy Johnston 

has been slowly reducing the holding capacity of the steel tank.  He hopes 

to switch over to the concrete tank this week.  Dennis Nelson added that 

due to the lower level in the steel tank we may hear some complaints, 

especially in Ridge View Subdivision, of low water pressure.  The Mayor 

added that at the end of this project we will have increased our capacity 

from 1,000,000 gallons to 1,250,000. 

 

Public Hearing and Decision on the Approval of the Final Planned Unit 

Development (PUD) Application by Folkvord Investments, LLC to create 
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Folkvord Subdivision.  This property is located at Block 3, Lot 2, 

Headwaters Addition (129 E Front) and would allow 10 lots and townhomes. 

George Chancellor explained that the City has been through this hearing 

several times.  Nothing but a small tweak to the covenants regarding not 

altering the storm drainage and retention area is new tonight.  He noted 

that the covenants have been revised and are included in the packets 

tonight to reflect this change.  Everything required in preliminary plat 

approval as a condition has been addressed. 

 

Public Comment: Gloria Howland said that every time she goes by there is 

water to jump over. 

 

Applicant Rebuttal: Jared Brown explained that most of the water is due to 

the sod, which needs to stay saturated for four weeks, so sprinklers are 

on full bore right now.  There are also some changes to the sod and it 

needing to be lower than the asphalt.  The landscaper will be back this 

week to adjust the sod.  Kelly Smith added that the City and Jared Brown 

have agreed to monitor it moving forward and fix any drainage issues as 

needed. 

 

Dennis Nelson asked about the sidewalk jog at the bank.  Kelly Smith said 

that per Wendell Ewan he recommended ending the sidewalk at the property 

line.  Because the bank installed a paved off-street parking area, and 

thus moving the sidewalk well onto their property and outside of the 

right-of-way, that it will be up to the bank to connect that sidewalk. 

 

Councilman Chancellor made a motion that we approve the final planned unit 

development application by Folkvord Investments to create Folkvord 

Subdivision.  Councilwoman Whitesitt seconded the motion.  Deb Mickelberry 

stated she has an interest in this project so she will abstain. 

Motion Passed 5:0, 1 abstention. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

There was no new business. 

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS/CONCERNS 

Jared Brown asked about the trailers left on the streets, like if you are 

building a tiny house in front of your house.  Teri Whitesitt replied that 

the Ordinance Committee opted not to pursue the parked vehicles in excess 

of 72-hours, as a violation, for one year.  Jared asked about ladders and 
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things left on the sidewalk.  Crystal Turner responded that she contacted 

the owner who has left ladders in the right-of-way to inform him that it 

not a place to store them as it imposes on the public’s right to safe 

travel in the right-of-way.  Jared said the ladders are still there.  

Crystal said she would follow up. 

 

Gloria Howland asked about the chicken ordinance and how the process 

changes – would it be changed immediately?  Crystal explained the 

ordinance process. 

 

 

MAYOR & COUNCIL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Teri Whitesitt reported that she attended Mason Moore’s funeral today 

which was one of the hardest funerals she has ever attended.  She just 

wanted to personally thank him for his service to this community. 

 

Dennis Nelson reported that the Budget Committee meeting for contract 

negotiations with the Gallatin County Sheriff was cancelled due to the 

funeral today, and we will just wait and meet with the Sheriff when his 

schedule lets up. 

 

Mayor Hamilton reminded all that Friday is the last day of school so kids 

will be out and about at all times of the day, so please be aware.  He 

thanked the Big Sky Fire Department who covered us during the funeral 

today.  He also thanked AMR for providing ambulance services, who were 

utilized today!  As Mayor Hamilton walked to City Hall he helped load 

someone from the Senior Center into the ambulance.  Kelly Smith added that 

there was a small fire at Logan and Big Sky Fire was utilized as well. 

He also thanked Teri for making the bands for our firefighter’s badges.  

He noted that the girls’ golf team is State Champion once again! 

 

 

AGENDA ITEMS FOR NEXT COUNCIL MEETING: 6/13/2017 

 Chamber request to utilize Milwaukee Park for Chamber Farmer’s Market 

through the 2017 Summer Season 

 Possibly the Alcohol/Drug-free part of the policy 

 Possibly the first reading of the chicken ordinance, and first 

reading of the living in RVs 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 
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Mayor Hamilton asked for a motion to adjourn.  Councilman Nelson “so 

moved.”  Councilman Tharp seconded the motion.  There was no public 

comment.    

Motion Passed Unanimously. (7:49 P.M.) 

 

Mayor Hamilton reported that he received a note at his personal post 

office box from Rhea at Lewis & Clark Caverns, who is his boss there.  She 

had hoped that with Three Forks’ love of trails, that anyone interested in 

donating time, money or other resources to the Caverns’ trail systems 

please contact her directly. 

 

 

 

 

               

Steven B. Hamilton, Mayor    Crystal Turner, City Clerk 


