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MAY 10, 2016, The Three Forks City Council met in session in City Hall at 

206 Main Street, and was presided over by Mayor Steven B. Hamilton.  Mayor 

Hamilton called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. for the FIRST meeting of 

MAY 2016. 

 

 

PRESENT: Council members George Chancellor, Deb Mickelberry, Teri 

Whitesitt, Sharon Smith, Ed Tharp and Dennis Nelson.  Also present were 

City Attorney Susan Swimley, Sgt. Peterson and Dep. McDonough, City 

Treasurer Kelly Smith and City Clerk Crystal Turner. 

 

The record reflects that a quorum was present, with the attendance of six 

(6) council members, and the meeting was held. 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag was led by Mayor Hamilton.  

Reminder to the public that the meeting was being recorded. 

 

 

GUESTS: Diane Phillips, Gloria Howland, Richard Aune, Bill Buhl. 

 

 

Mayor Hamilton asked if there were any PUBLIC COMMENTS/CONCERNS that were 

not on the agenda. 

 

Bill Buhl – complaining about Rumelhart’s burning of wood in their yard 

and how it affects the use of the Buhl’s property.  Dennis Nelson 

responded he drove by the evening after the last council meeting to view 

the site, and agreed it was a mess.  Mr. Buhl was very frustrated that  

Sgt. Peterson said the ordinance does prohibit burn barrels, but did not 

enforce the use in this instance.  Sgt. Peterson stated that there is no 

definition of a burn barrel, and the ordinance also allows burning of 

limbs and no definition of the size.  It is legal for people to burn 

outside of the burn barrel without any limitations.  It was Sgt. 

Peterson’s opinion that it was safer to have it contained in the barrel, 

than burn it outside in the yard in the open.  Teri Whitesitt offered to 

review these definitions on the Ordinance Committee. 

 

With no further public comments, Mayor Hamilton moved on to the Consent 

Agenda. 

 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 
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a) Approval of two Claims paid on 4/29/16 to host Local Government 

Luncheon totaling $210.00 

b) Approval of Claim paid on 4/29/16 to mail Utility Bills totaling 

$155.14 

c) Approval of Claims per List(s) 

d) Approval of Change Order #6 with Smith Contracting for the 

Wastewater System Improvements Project, modifying the original 

start date that specified in Change Order #4, and noting the first 

day upon resuming project construction to be Day 212 

 

Councilwoman Smith motioned to approve the consent agenda.  Councilman 

Tharp seconded the motion.  There was no public comment or Council 

discussion. 

Motion passed unanimously. 

 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

Public Hearing and Decision on Request to Close Neal Street, from Main 

Street to 1st Ave E on June 18, 2016 for a Veteran’s Park Flag Ceremony 

 

Richard Aune distributed a copy of the flyer being advertised in three 

counties regarding the flag ceremony.  This will be a dedication of the 

new military flags on the new flag poles and will have some speakers 

there.  The military branch recruiters will be present to fly their flag 

as well as their military division will have their own song during the 

time their flag is raised.  Mr. Aune has a volunteer electrician who will 

install everything and incur all costs, so the flag can fly 24-hours/day.  

Mr. Aune also requested the Mayor be present at the ceremony and give a 

speech. 

 

Dennis Nelson thanked the Veteran’s and congratulated them on the park.  

He wondered if the park was metered so they could add the light for the 

American Flag and pole.  (Crystal and Kelly both informed Mr. Nelson that 

the park is metered and could have the electricity to light the American 

flag.) 

 

Councilman Chancellor made a motion that we approve the street closure 

from around the backside of the park and that we install a light and that 

we pay for the electricity to light it.  Mayor Hamilton asked if the 

motion would include Mr. Aune to allow the contractor to do all that?  Mr. 

Chancellor agreed.  Councilwoman Whitesitt seconded the motion. There was 

neither Council nor public comments. 

Motion passed unanimously. 
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(Dep. McDonough left on a call.) 

Public Hearing and Decision on a Second Reading of Ordinance #364-2016 

Amending the Business License Ordinance Title 4, Chapter 1 of the Three 

Forks Municipal Code 

Mayor Hamilton asked the Ordinance Committee to recap anything they wished 

to on this ordinance, noting it was read in its entirety at the last 

public meeting.  Crystal Turner corrected the Mayor that we did not read 

the ordinance and exhibit into the record in its entirety, just the 

ordinance.  She had confirmed with Mrs. Swimley prior to the meeting that 

if all Council members stated on the record they had read it, it would be 

OK to proceed.  She also reported she had questions which she forgot to 

ask at the last meeting regarding the ordinance.  She asked the questions 

to Mrs. Swimley regarding a definition for a street vendor yet that is the 

only business not defined with a fee, noting that there is a typo, and 

questioning that the application section does not mention a mailing 

address and many addresses in Three Forks are not where the mail goes.  

Mrs. Swimley informed Crystal to send her the question in writing 

regarding the street vendor for her to interpret and respond, to fix the 

typo, and to go ahead and amend the actual application to include a 

mailing address. 

 

There was no public comment. 

 

Councilwoman Whitesitt moved that we approve Ordinance #364-2016 amending 

the business license ordinance Title 4, Chapter 1 of the Three Forks 

Municipal Code.  Councilwoman Smith seconded the motion.  There was 

neither Council nor public comments. 

Motion passed unanimously. 

 

 

REPORT OF OFFICERS 

City Treasurer Kelly Smith stated that nowhere in our [zoning] ordinance 

which currently allows storage units.  Someone recently purchased property 

with storage units on it and wishes to expand the business, however there 

is no way Kelly can approve it as Zoning Official without having storage 

units defined as allowed in a certain zone.  (Teri Whitesitt offered to 

look into this on the Ordinance Committee side; Susan Swimley asked her to 

hold off and she will research first, as Zoning & Planning has to make a 

recommendation first.) 

 

City Clerk Crystal Turner reported on Sheriff Gootkin’s email she received 

today requesting, “…$320,000 this year due in large part of the increase 
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costs in their vehicle line item and that Sheriff Gootkin would provide a 

breakdown and come visit if we [the City] wished.”  Dennis Nelson chuckled 

as it has been well over 60-days since negotiations were first opened up 

and we have requested this information a few times since the first 

meeting.  He feels it is too late to open this for the upcoming fiscal 

year, per the contract.  Susan Swimley was asked to draft a letter back to 

the Sheriff informing him that the negotiation window has passed and we 

look forward to taking this into consideration during budget prep for 

FY2017/2018. 

 

Sgt. Peterson brought Dep. McDonough in tonight to introduce him, but he 

was called out before he Sgt. Peterson could do that.  Dep. McDonough 

works “swing” shift and lives here in Three Forks and has not met most of 

the townspeople since the majority of his shift is while the community 

sleeps.  Dep. Metcalf requested to transfer out of this area and into the 

valley so that he could work more with the Drug Task Force.  He still 

lives out here but he is not a Three Forks assigned deputy.  Sgt. Peterson 

stated that the Sheriff did get the County Commissioners to fund a fourth 

deputy out in this end of the county because of all the calls, that is 

Dep. Kamerman.  Dep. Griffin and Sgt. Peterson split the week on the 

dayshift so with Kamerman and McDonough covering the weekends we have 

almost 24/7 coverage in this end of the valley. 

 

City Attorney Susan Swimley would like some direction from the Council 

regarding the Fire Training Center.  Traditionally other 

districts/departments have been invited to come join in the training 

hosted at our facility.  She does not find a reason to have an Interlocal 

agreement with various districts and believes the City should continue 

owning it, funding it, covering it for insurance.  Susan understands 

funding may be needed by others who use it because you basically build up 

a building and then burn it down – but this could be accomplished via a 

simple contract.  Dennis Nelson stated that he would bring this up at the 

next Rural Fire Board meeting on May 19, 2016.  Susan also reported that 

the City has a request for annexation which she and Clerk Crystal Turner 

will work on completing that request. 

 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

SRF Draw #14 in the Amount of $294,743.00 

Mayor Hamilton introduced the draw.  Dennis Nelson wanted to verify that 

this draw had all gone through Great West Engineering’s review.  Kelly 

Smith reported that the draw amount is off, it should actually be $2,000 

less that the total on page one, because the invoices add up to be a 
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smaller amount.  Kelly believed the Council could approve the higher 

amount and the Mayor may have a smaller amount on the cover sheet to sign 

on the draw request tomorrow, otherwise they will correct it on the next 

draw. 

 

Councilwoman Smith motioned to approve the Mayor’s signature on the new 

amount and move this form for this disbursement draw #14.  Councilman 

Tharp seconded the motion.  There was no public comment. 

Motion passed unanimously. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Diane Phillips, of the Three Forks Chamber of Commerce, requested to use 

Milwaukee Park again this year for Farmer’s Market.  There ranged from 17-

21 vendors per night, and 50 different vendors throughout the season.  The 

market is expected to be open July 7-September 27 from 4-7pm.  This year 

they plan to sell food, and are inviting non-profits organizations to 

participate in an effort to raise funds for their particular organization.  

They also plan to have entertainment as much as possible to encourage 

attendance.  They really enjoyed this space last year, loved the parking, 

it works well for them. 

 

Councilman Nelson made a motion that we approve the use of Milwaukee Park 

for the Farmer’s Market this summer for the dates that Diane just 

presented.  Councilwoman Whitesitt seconded the motion.  There was no 

public comment. 

Motion passed unanimously. 

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS/CONCERNS 

There was no public comment for items not on the agenda. 

 

 

REPORTS OF COUNCIL COMMITTEES 

Teri Whitesitt said that last week Kelly and Crystal reported that some 

contractors came in and mentioned our sidewalk ordinance is out of date 

and she wondered where we are at with any updates.  Susan responded that 

she has not started this, but it is on the to-do list.  Crystal informed 

her that she is working with Wendell Ewan, City Engineer Brent Miller, and 

Susan Swimley to redraft the ordinance.  Once the ordinance amendments are 

in motion, then the letters to those with sidewalk deficiencies would be 

sent out. 
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Mrs. Whitesitt questioned about camping in the parking lot between the two 

ponds along Talc Road.  She remembers talking about this last year and 

thought Wendell was going to post a sign there about camping not allowed.  

Sgt. Peterson stated that any time he has called Fish, Wildlife and Parks 

(FWP) in the past about their property that they always inform him it is 

City property, and our jurisdiction.  Kelly informed the Council that the 

parking lot is in city limits.  Teri asked if they needed to draft an 

ordinance to ban overnight parking here.  Crystal questioned the need for 

a new ordinance, when there is an existing ordinance which already states 

that you can only “camp” in town during construction of a building. 

 

Mrs. Whitesitt added that last year someone complained about garbage cans 

in the street – she’s been keeping an eye on it and there are three she 

witnessed today just on Ash Street that still haven’t been pulled back to 

the home.  She is personally affected by this and wanted to put that out 

on the record.  Bill Buhl said that there are three on his street (2
nd
 Ave 

E) as well that stay out every day.  Teri asked the rest of the Council to 

pay attention while they are out and about in town to see if they 

recognize a lot of violations.  Kelly Smith recommended that before the 

City adopts more ordinances, it should enforce existing ones like the 

leash law and dogs at large. 

 

Teri added that Kelly’s suggestion brings her to her next point: the 

volunteer code enforcement officer. She brought up campers, trailers, etc. 

being parked on the street, and last year most got letters and put them 

away.  However, those same campers are out on the street now.  She called 

the City Office last week to have staff relay to the Sheriff’s office to 

enforce this, and learned about the cases the Sheriff Deputies are working 

on which takes time away from these smaller offenses.  She said that there 

is an extensive program the City of Missoula has with volunteers and asked 

for the status of this.  Teri said that Belgrade has a “no trailer” law in 

the city limits.  Teri was not sure if the City should do “no trailers” at 

all, but if we have something that said “no trailers on the streets” maybe 

that would help.  The Mayor replied that he has been working on the 

volunteer program, and he envisions this as a pilot program with just one 

volunteer to start with and see how it works out before making it 

something similar to Missoula’s volunteer program.  Sgt. Peterson said a 

lot of this enforcement is hard to accomplish due to manpower.  He 

expressed his interest in the volunteer who could help him out in this 

area.  There was a lot of discussion regarding the volunteer’s training, 

liability of the City, and retaliation of enforcement.  Susan Swimley 

reminded the Council when it comes to parking violations, with the 

ordinance worded “edge of pavement or alongside curb” many parked on the 
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west side of town we cannot actually tell the edge of the street because 

there lacks pavement and a curb. 

 

Budget Committee – Dennis Nelson reported that a lot of the departmental 

budgets are being received.  Water and Sewer and the Library are all 

actively working on their budgets for FY2016/2017.  He asked when the 

Mayor, Clerk and Treasurer would present a budget to the committee.  The 

Mayor responded that we will work together with the Budget Committee. 

 

Water/Sewer Committee – Dennis also reported the construction meetings 

started up again last Thursday with Smith Contracting and Great West 

Engineering.  The Wastewater Superintendent has also presented some 

numbers to Kelly regarding the sewer manhole replacements and the 

possibility of completing some of those this fiscal year.  Randy Johnston 

has his estimated budget ready except for the water line extension around 

Ash, Birch, Cedar, Date from 6
th
 to 7

th
. 

 

(Dep. McDonough returned.) 

 

MAYOR & COUNCIL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

There were no further Council reports. 

 

Mayor Hamilton reported that he received a letter from the Three Forks 

Minster’s Association inviting him and the Council to the baccalaureate 

service for the seniors graduating from Three Forks and Willow Creek 

schools on May 18
th
 at 7PM. 

 

He also thanked Ed Tharp for covering for him at the last meeting. 

 

 

AGENDA ITEMS FOR NEXT COUNCIL MEETING:  

 Approval of Zoning & Planning Board Recommendation for Imberi Request 

for Conditional Use Permit to convert a single family residence into 

a multi-family residence 

 Approval of Zoning & Planning Board Recommendation for Folkvord 

Investments, LLC Request to Amend Zoning 

 

Sgt. Peterson introduced Dep. Daniel McDonough.  He worked at the jail for 

2 years before becoming a deputy.  He worked 6 months in the valley and 

when the opportunity to work in the Three Forks area came up he jumped at 

the opportunity.  He is from a small town and loves working and living in 

a small town. 
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Teri Whitesitt said that staff and students are parking in the 1-hour and 

“no parking” areas again.  She requested the Sheriff Deputies verify that 

again. 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mayor Hamilton asked if there was a motion to adjourn.  Councilman Nelson 

“so moved”.  Councilman Tharp seconded the motion.  There was no public 

comment.    

Motion passed unanimously. (8:11P.M.) 

 

 

               

Steven B. Hamilton, Mayor    Crystal Turner, City Clerk 


