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APRIL 23RD, 2019, The Three Forks City Council met in session at City Hall 

at 206 Main Street and was presided over by Mayor Steven B. Hamilton.  

Mayor Hamilton called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. for the SECOND 

meeting of APRIL 2019. 

 

PRESENT: Council members George Chancellor, Deb Mickelberry, Teri 

Whitesitt, Gene Townsend, Steve Dahl, and Dennis Nelson were present.  

City Treasurer Kelly Smith, City Clerk Crystal Turner, City Attorney Susan 

Swimley and Gallatin County Sheriff Sgt. McDonough were also present. 

 

The record reflects a quorum was present, with the attendance of six (6) 

council members, and the meeting was held. 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag was led by Mayor Hamilton.  

He reminded the public the meeting was being audio recorded. 

 

GUESTS: Barbara Mutter, Diane Phillips, Jack Smith (Three Forks Voice), 

Gallatin County Sheriff Brian Gootkin, Broadwater County Sheriff Wynn 

Meehan, Matt & Kelly Bugland, and Chris Richards, Tamara Beal and Curtis 

Appleton. 

 

Mayor Hamilton asked for any PUBLIC COMMENTS/CONCERNS not on the agenda.  

Seeing none, he introduced the CONSENT AGENDA. 

 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

A. Approval of the Following: 

1. Claim Paid due to Timeliness to Mail Utility Billing on 3/29/2019 in 
the Amount of $135.55 (forgot to post on 4/9/2019 agenda) 

2. Claims per List 
3. Three Forks Rodeo Arena Claims per List 
4. Meeting Minutes from 3/26/2019 

 

Councilman Chancellor moved to approve the Consent Agenda.  Councilwoman 

Whitesitt seconded the motion.  There was no public comment. 

Motion Passed Unanimously. 

 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

Public Hearing and Decision on a Resolution of the Three Forks City 

Council Establishing a Fee for Park “Use Groups” per Title 8, Chapter 6: 

Parks 
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Mayor Hamilton read the resolution into the record, noting it would be 

#300-2019. 

 

Gene Townsend had suggested the following fees as a starting part to 

Crystal: $0 for non-profit and governmental agencies, $40 for for-profit 

or private groups for half a day, and $100 for a full day.  Crystal 

reported Deb Mickelberry had emailed her stating she was in favor of those 

fees; however no other Council members had provided any suggestions.  

Crystal also stated these are just a suggestion – the Council could choose 

any number, or even $0, it if chooses to. 

 

Teri Whitesitt asked how the City would break down a “half day” because 

12pm-6pm would technically be a half day (<6 hours per the resolution), 

however it would essentially make any other time that day unavailable to 

others.  She suggested if half days are allowed that they be like 8am-2pm 

and 2pm-8pm for instance.  George Chancellor agreed that is half a day but 

eats the whole day.  Teri suggested choices for a half day being like 9am-

3pm and 3pm-9pm. 

 

Gene admitted he just through numbers out and does not really like them.  

He stated, “Non-profits should never be charged for using our parks.  For 

profit/Private groups – let’s use the example Amway holding an event to 

sell items and making a profit.  However, a birthday party is not trying 

to make a profit but would be a private user group.  I don’t think a 

birthday party should have to pay to reserve the park.”  Crystal clarified 

this resolution is to define “User Groups” per the ordinance and 

reservation application which “require public assembly exceeding 75 

people, or a group that is given the use of a park for an extended period 

of time”.  Crystal explained these are groups which may need extra 

garbage, or additional bathrooms – will City staff have to go verify the 

park is cleaned up and if not spend time to clean up the park?  There was 

discussion regarding true non-profits being 501(c)3.  Gene said citizens 

pay taxes for the City to maintain parks – but if someone wants to make 

money by using a park to hold their business rather than having a business 

space, they should pay to utilize it.  There were comments regarding the 

City’s dumpsters being provided free of charge now but after the current 

contract expires the City may have to pay for that service.  If that 

occurs the City should not have to incur expenses for someone to hold 

business transactions in a park. 

 

Matt Bugland suggested private and for-profit could be split out and he 

reminded the Council the fee could be $0 if they do not want to put 
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someone in charge of determining “for profit” or checking in to ensure the 

park is cleaned up. 

 

Kelly Smith asked if we could just state that one “cannot reserve the 

whole park for a for-profit business”.  Kelly said, “The non-profits, 

baseball groups, farmers market they are here and bring business into 

town.”  Teri Whitesitt agrees and said to nix the for-profit language and 

not worry about it.  The parks are for the public’s use.  Dennis Nelson 

agreed.  Crystal edited the resolution by changing the fee chart: remove 

“for profit” and just say “not allowed”, and $0 for non-profit and 

governmental entities. 

 

There was a discussion regarding fireworks being an issue in city parks.  

Over 4th of July people light off fireworks at Bellach Park, put their used 

fountains while still hot in the dumpster and end up burning up the 

dumpster, leaving a huge mess, which gets littered into the ponds and down 

along the trails. 

 

Councilman Townsend made a motion we accept Resolution 301-2019, a 

resolution of the City Council establishing a fee for park user groups per 

Title 8, Chapter 6 “Parks”.  Councilwoman Mickelberry seconded the motion.  

There was no public comment.  There were no other Council comments. 

Motion Passed Unanimously. 

 

 

REPORT OF OFFICERS 

City Treasurer Kelly Smith reported for Steve Johnston that a bird hit the 

power line at the wastewater lagoon and knocked out the power completely.  

The power outage made the drive go out, but he was unsure if the drive was 

damaged at this point or not.  If it is, he thought it would be good to 

have a spare drive on the shelf in the event this happened again. 

Gene Townsend asked if we needed a motion allowing Steve to buy a drive.  

Kelly replied no, because he already has enough money is in the budget to 

cover it if needed.  Steve just wanted the Council to know. 

 

City Clerk Crystal Turner did not have a report tonight. 

 

Sgt. McDonough did not have a report tonight. 

 

 

REPORTS OF COUNCIL COMMITTEES 
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Budget Committee – Dennis Nelson reported they met last week to review the 

end of Quarter 3 expenditures.  “We will have some unanticipated 

expenditures for street maintenance this year (pot hole repair).  The 

Committee went through the Water and Sewer funds too, and the Water budget 

does have the chance to go over budget due to the arsenic treatment plant 

issues.  We did have $12,000 budgeted for a well pump test, but we will 

not be using that for a pump test and will probably absorb it in arsenic 

issues.  We will budget the pump test again next fiscal year,” Dennis 

reported.  Gene Townsend asked for the total of expenditures so far on the 

arsenic treatment plant.  Kelly Smith answered the cost is about $35,000 

spent so far.  George Chancellor added that he called Wendell Ewan after 

the budget meeting to ask about splitting his time out more appropriately 

in the budget.  Wendell informed him they could change it to 15% Streets 

and split the rest Water/Sewer. 

 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

There was no unfinished business. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Request by Curtis Appleton to Implement Winter Water Average as the Sewer 

Rate for Account #0509 Immediately Rather than in July 2019 

Curtis Appleton explained he had a washing machine leak he was unaware of 

for several months.  The City had called him and alerted him of high water 

usage but they could never pinpoint a leak.  Once found and corrected he 

informed the Council you can see, based on his usage, that it is repaired 

and back down to historic usage. 

 

Councilman Nelson made a motion to reduce the averaging number to the four 

months indicated at the top of the list there for Curtis and Melanie 

Appleton.  Councilman Chancellor seconded the motion. 

 

Public Comment: Kelly Bugland thanked Crystal and Kelly for reviewing the 

water usage monthly and calling when things appear different.  “I 

definitely appreciate the ladies in the office notifying us and save the 

residents costly damages,” Kelly said. 

Motion Passed Unanimously. 

 

Decision to Allow Three Forks Chamber to Utilize Milwaukee Park on 

Thursday Evenings for Farmer’s Market for the Summer/Fall Season of 2019 
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Diane Phillips stated the Farmer’s Market will run from July 11 through 

September 5 on Thursday nights, again from 4-7pm.  “We have non-profits 

lined up each night to cook and the non-profits get to make money for 

their individual organizations,” Diane said.  She thanked the Council for 

providing the extra picnic tables this past year and asked if the Council 

is going to leave the picnic tables in place and trim around them.  Diane 

closed with, “We really appreciate the tables, but we don’t always have 

the manpower to help move them.  The Chamber will have the port-a-potty 

there too.” Gene Townsend said it is also difficult for our lawn service 

contractor to move them without a 2-person job.  Diane suggested tipping 

the tables over and mowing or weed eating under there, and then tipped 

back the opposite way to mow the other side.  Gene added the Historical 

Society has suggested pouring a concrete slab for the tables to stay on, 

however you cannot move out of the sun if that is the case.  It is an 

issue we are still brainstorming ideas for. 

 

Councilman Chancellor moved we allow the Three Forks Chamber of Commerce 

to utilize Milwaukee Park on Thursday evenings for the Farmer’s market 

from July 11 to September 5th.  Councilman Nelson seconded the motion.  

Councilman Townsend asked Councilman Chancellor to correct his motion to 

state John Q. Adams Milwaukee Park.  Councilman Chancellor agreed to amend 

his motion.  Councilman Nelson agreed to the amendment with his second.  

There was no public comment or Council comments. 

Motion Passed Unanimously. 

 

Approval of Interlocal Agreement between City of Three Forks and 

Broadwater County Sheriff (with Approval of Broadwater County Sheriff) to 

Share Office Space at 115 Main Street, Three Forks 

Mayor Hamilton said the short version is we are providing a place for a 

[Broadwater County] deputy to work – but it is space we already have, 

space we are already heating, and using.  Sgt. McDonough and Sheriff 

Gootkin offered this space so that Broadwater County could have someone 

stationed closer in this end of their County. 

 

Sheriff Meehan said they have hired someone from the Belgrade Police 

Office, who will start April 30th.  His area will be everything from 

Milligan Canyon to 437 (which is about 8 miles south of Toston).  Brian 

[Gootkin] and I talked about cross-deputizing him, but for now he will 

only be responding to mutual aid if called.  Sheriff Meehan said, “He has 

been told ‘Unless asked you will not partake with anything in Gallatin 

County.’”  Sheriff Meehan would like to bring him to the May 14th City 
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Council meeting to introduce this deputy.  The Sheriff also offered to 

attend Three Forks’ Council meetings too.   

Gene Townsend said he admired the effort but admitted he “shot his mouth 

off” last time because he has a problem with the Broadwater County 

Commissioners.  “They have shot themselves in the foot.  They can’t just 

approve all those houses, and then approve a brewery, and a music venue 

and expect services to show up,” Gene said. 

 

Councilman Townsend moved to approve the Interlocal Agreement between the 

City of Three Forks and Broadwater County.  Councilwoman Whitesitt 

seconded the motion.  Gene asked Sheriff Gootkin if he was OK with this 

too since his name is not on the interlocal to sign.  “The City has an 

agreement with you too and we want to ensure you are OK with us signing 

this,” Gene said.  Sheriff Gootkin said he was totally in favor of this.  

He added, to Sheriff Meehan’s credit, he has taken a detective position in 

order to move a deputy south.  “We heard you loud and clear at your last 

budget meeting with us to get more in touch with Broadwater County,” 

Sheriff Gootkin said. 

Motion Passed Unanimously. 

 

Proclaiming the Week of May 12-18, 2019 as “Deputy Mason Moore #LOVEWINS” 

Week in Memoriam of Broadwater County Sheriff Deputy and Three Forks 

Volunteer Firefighter Mason Moore 

Mayor Hamilton read the proclamation into the record. 

 

Councilman Nelson made a motion to approve Proclamation #2019-02.  

Councilman Townsend seconded the motion.  Sheriff Meehan informed everyone 

on May 16th at 11AM there will be a dedication of a sign at the location of 

his death, followed by a picnic at DeLaittre Memorial Park in memoriam of 

Deputy Moore.  Sheriff Gootkin asked to change “Sheriff Department” to 

Sheriff Office in the proclamation, as they are an elected office.  

Crystal Turner edited the proclamation for the Council and Mayor to sign. 

Motion Passed Unanimously. 

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS/CONCERNS (For items not on the agenda) 

Tamara Beal of Fish, Wildlife and Parks, said on behalf of Lewis & Clark 

Caverns State Park she is here to ask the Council to proclaim the day of 

May 18th aa Kids to Parks Day.  She distributed a copy of the advertisement 

which includes a ranger program, lunch and a guided hike.  The Mayor 

echoed she is here to also ask the Council to proclaim the day of May 18th 
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as Kids to Parks day and encouraged Tamara to speak with Jack Smith from 

the Three Forks Voice. 

 

 

MAYOR & COUNCIL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Gene Townsend reminded all about the Rails to Trails event at John Q. 

Adams Parks at 11AM – everyone is welcome.  Gene will go on the air at 

11:15AM. 

 

Mayor Hamilton reported that due to the increase in fuel prices, the quote 

he received last fall for park equipment in Bellach Park is now roughly 

$900 more.  The Kiwanis Group donated funds and had picked out specific 

equipment it wanted to be added to Bellach Park.  With the increase, the 

Mayor felt the increase could be paid by the Parks budget.  Gene asked 

what equipment is being ordered: Steven stated it would be a dual curving 

slide, a spiral climbing wall, a tommy truck fun bounce (like the old ones 

on the spring) and the bulldozer and frog of the same thing, and a 

Rockwell teeter-totter duo.  He asked if the Council is okay with the 

Parks paying the extra $900.  Gene asked how durable the equipment is 

because we had a lot of vandalism last year, so he wants to make sure it 

is sturdy equipment.  Steven said they looked durable to him, but he will 

double-check. 

 

Mayor Hamilton thanked Dennis Nelson for covering for him a couple weeks 

ago while he and students were in Frenchtown for a tournament. 

 

Kelly Bugland reminded all the Junior and High School Rodeo is at the 

Rodeo Grounds this weekend, April 26 & 27, 2019.  Saturday after the 

rodeo, maybe 7PM, will be a Volunteer Appreciation dinner too for those 

volunteering.   

 

 

AGENDA ITEMS FOR THE NEXT COUNCIL MEETING: 

• “Kids in the Park” proclamation May 18, 2019 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mayor Hamilton asked for a motion to adjourn.  Councilman Nelson moved to 

adjourn.  Councilwoman Whitesitt seconded the motion.  There was no public 

comment.    

Motion Passed Unanimously. (8:07 P.M.) 
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Steven B. Hamilton, Mayor    Crystal Turner, City Clerk 


