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APRIL 10TH, 2018, The Three Forks City Council met in session in City Hall 

at 206 Main Street, and was presided over by Mayor Steven B. Hamilton.  

Mayor Hamilton called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. for the FIRST 

meeting of APRIL 2018. 

 

 

PRESENT: Council members George Chancellor, Deb Mickelberry, Gene 

Townsend, Ed Tharp, Dennis Nelson, and Teri Whitesitt.  City Clerk Crystal 

Turner and City Attorney Susan Swimley were also present. 

 

The record reflects that a quorum was present, with the attendance of six 

(6) council members, and the meeting was held. 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag was led by Mayor Hamilton.  

Reminder to the public that the meeting was being recorded and a reminder 

for all those present to review the policies of conduct on the back on the 

agenda. 

 

 

GUESTS: George Garcia, Matt Bugland, and Diane Phillips. 

 

 

The Mayor asked if there were any other PUBLIC COMMENTS not on the agenda. 

George Garcia spoke regarding his violation warning letter received last 

week for parking on Milwaukee Road.  He has been parking perpendicular for 

22 years.  Montana Power removed poles years ago, and gave the land back 

to the City.  At that time, Gene Townsend was the mayor and informed Mr. 

Garcia the City did not have any immediate plans to use the land.  The 

City offered landowners could pay for a survey (with the intent on adding 

this easement land to each lot), but nothing was done.  There was 

explanation by Susan Swimley regarding the history of the ordinances and 

the changes made over the past two years.  Discussion between Mr. Garcia, 

the Mayor and Crystal Turner that Milwaukee Road has an 85-foot right-of-

way.  Gene Townsend agreed to Mr. Garcia’s statement that the City may 

have offered the surveying cost be paid by the property owners in exchange 

for the land.  Mr. Garcia asked if the City is not going to blade the 

road, and says he does not own this section of the road, should the City 

take care of raking, mowing, spraying for weeds, etc.? 

 

The Mayor asked if Mr. Garcia would be interested in talking to the 

Ordinance Committee to consider exclusion to the parallel parking law on 

Milwaukee.  Deb Mickelberry said she does not have a problem meeting to 



** Page 2 **    A SUMMARY OF PROCEEDINGS OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 

CITY OF THREE FORKS, MONTANA, APRIL 10th, 2018 

 
discuss it, but the Ordinance Committee had safety concerns on smaller 

streets that allowed perpendicular parking.  She would not want to make an 

exemption because the overall purpose of this ordinance was safety. 

 

The Ordinance Committee would be happy to meet, and asked Crystal to send 

letters to those on Milwaukee so they can chime in. 

 

Diane Phillips asked about signs designating specific parking, like the 

flower shop sign saying “Flower Shop Customers Only”.  This is not allowed 

per the ordinance, and there is also one near the school designating 

specifically parking that is not defined in the ordinance.  Crystal Turner 

will send letters to the properties near the signs asking if they posted 

them to please remove them or the City will. 

 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

a) Approval of Claims Paid on 03/30/2018 to Mail Utility Bills in the 

Amount of $159.56 

b) Approval of Claims per List 

c) Approval of Fair Board Claims per List 

d) Approval of Meeting Minutes from March 27, 2018 

e) Approval of Pledged Securities through March 30, 2018 

 

Councilman Townsend made a motion to approve the consent agenda for the 

April 10
th
, 2018, meeting.  Councilman Tharp seconded the motion.  There 

was no other public comment. 

Motion Passed Unanimously. 

 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

There were no public hearings. 

 

 

REPORT OF OFFICERS 

City Clerk Crystal Turner reported she and Kelly Smith have been 

discussing reservations for park areas as there is someone interested in 

offering tennis lessons.  There was discussion regarding reserved spaces 

versus first-come, first-served.  Gene Townsend explained the $25 

reservation fee for Stevenson Park was because it was the only area ever 

competed for.  Mrs. Swimley asked Crystal Turner to draft an ordinance 

regarding park reservations. 
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Crystal also reminded the Council, for Kelly Smith, of the DNRC RRGL grant 

deadline of May 15, 2018.  She also informed the Council Wendell Ewan has 

taken inventory of park needs like benches, picnic tables, equipment, etc.  

There is $7,700 available in the Parks Maintenance budget remaining in 

this fiscal year’s budget.  Wendell has removed a couple picnic benches 

which were irreparable, and would like to purchase new ones.  Wendell 

suggested also replacing a swing set which was removed this past year from 

Stevenson Park.  Mary Bertagnolli called today offering funds for anything 

to be repaired or replaced in Bertagnolli Park.  There is around $1,500 

already available in the Bertagnolli fund, so there is no need to request 

funds from the Bertagnolli family at this time.  Crystal learned what she 

believed to be a regular swing set arch, which has been empty of swings 

for years, was actually for a porch swing style.  Kelly and Crystal would 

like to replace this swing as well.  Matt Bugland asked if there was a 

possibility to also replace the bases in the baseball diamond at 

Bertagnolli Park.  Crystal continued that Wendell has prioritized repairs 

for each park and wishes to border the gravel areas under the park 

equipment so that the gravel does not mix at the lawn edge, and replace 

some gravel, replace the swing set in Stevenson, and purchase as many 

picnic tables as money allows for this budget.  Next fiscal year he will 

work on the remaining prioritized repairs and replacements. 

 

Susan Swimley reported she and Crystal Turner have been in discussion on 

the Fish, Wildlife & Parks modification to the lease agreement.  She spoke 

with FWP today who is in agreement with the edits she proposed.  She would 

like to go back and deal with the golf course portion of the lease as it 

has expired.  She wishes to clean up the leases and the legal description. 

 

Crystal reported there is a negotiation meeting with the Sheriff scheduled 

on April 18, 2018, from 1-4PM here at City Hall. 

 

 

REPORT OF COUNCIL COMMITTEES 

Budget Committee – Dennis Nelson would like to meet prior to the Gallatin 

County Sheriff Negotiations meeting, as well as a full Budget Committee 

meeting after they know where the City is sitting with dollars. 

 

Streets & Alleys Committee – Gene Townsend asked if Teri Whitesitt and 

George Chancellor would be interested in setting up a meeting to discuss a 

5-year plan for streets and alleys instead of operating soley by fixing 

this or that immediate need.  “Let’s get a mile graveled, or when we get 

additional gas tax money, I would like the City to be organized.  What is 
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the best way to spend these monies and get the best we can on our 

streets.”  Both Teri and George agreed to meeting some evening soon. 

 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

There was no unfinished business. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

The Mayor requested switching the order of these two items, since Diane 

Phillips is present and has been patiently waiting. 

 

Decision to Allow Three Forks Chamber to Utilize Milwaukee Park on 

Thursday evenings for Farmer’s Market for the Summer/Fall Season of 2018 

 

Diane Phillips said it is that time of year again!  They will begin July 5 

and run through September 13, 2018 and would like to utilize Milwaukee 

Park again.  They will hold the sixth annual stick horse derby the week 

before rodeo.  The businesses really support this race and there are a 

growing number of children participants.  The Market has had an average of 

18-20 vendors each week.  Diane said the market could use some more picnic 

tables as well.  Currently people bring their own to share for the meals.  

Crystal Turner responded the City is also working to add picnic tables in 

Milwaukee Park with the park maintenance funds mentioned earlier tonight. 

 

Councilman Townsend moved to allow Three Forks Chamber of Commerce to 

utilize Milwaukee Park for their Farmer’s Market from July 5
th
 to September 

13
th
.  Councilman Tharp seconded the motion.  There was no public comment.  

Gene Townsend commended Diane and the Chamber for working hard to get 

signs out early the same day, organizing the non-profits to be compliant 

with the Health Department when hosting the meals, and marking lines on 

the park grass to organize the vendors.  He thanked her and commended her 

for her hard work. 

Motion Passed Unanimously. 

 

Board Appointment 

Mayor Hamilton read the board appointment memo into the record. 

 

Crystal Turner read an email from Library Board Chair Fawn Venzor, 

recommending the appointment of Janice Schendel as this is her second time 

applying for a seat on the board. 

 



** Page 5 **    A SUMMARY OF PROCEEDINGS OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 

CITY OF THREE FORKS, MONTANA, APRIL 10th, 2018 

 
Councilman Chancellor made a motion to appoint Brooke Mclees to the 

library board.  There was no second; motion died for lack of motion. 

 

Councilman Nelson moved to appoint Janice Schendel to the position to the 

Library Board.  Councilman Tharp seconded the motion.  There was no public 

comment. 

Motion Passed Unanimously. 

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS/CONCERNS (not on the agenda) 

There was no public comment. 

 

 

MAYOR & COUNCIL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Ed Tharp reported he and Crystal attended the Gallatin County 

Commissioner’s public hearing on bridge replacements last week.  The 

County is considering six bridges to apply for the grant, but had 

initially narrowed it down to Old Town, Meridian or Cemetery Bridges.  Ed 

said Old Town bridge was ruled out for right now as the County would need 

to do both, not just one, to fix the weight limit problem.  He also 

attended today’s Commission meeting for the bridge discussion, but no 

decision for which bridge to apply for was made.  The Engineers will come 

back to the County Commission next Tuesday with recommendations after all 

the public comment is received.  Gene asked why Old Town is not being 

considered.  Ed explained the Legislature only funds one bridge every two 

years, and it will not allow busses or fire trucks to access Old Town if 

they only apply to replace the bridge over the slough and not also the 

bridge over the Jefferson River. 

 

Mayor Hamilton has been speaking with Randy Johnston about spraying for 

scale in the spruce trees.  Randy is currently getting quotes for that.  

They also have been discussing the Japanese Memorial Park Bud Lilly 

created.  He will be working with Susan Swimley about acquiring a park 

easement, so we can run water to it. 

 

Gene added, the Japanese Memorial Park had a city well (which ended up 

later being abandoned) because Violet Lilly “gave” that ground to the City 

in exchange for getting her street paved, via a handshake.  Then Mike 

Lilly came back and told the City that was not City property.  If the City 

gets an easement, he encouraged it be more than a handshake. 
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Mayor Hamilton added Cathe Felz popped in last week to let the City know 

that the FCCLA drug project received gold medals and get to go to 

Nationals in Atlanta.  She was thanking the City for its contribution. 

 

Gene said that Randy also spoke with him about the spruce trees, and 

suggested a dying spruce tree in Milwaukee Park also be quoted for 

removal. 

 

 

AGENDA ITEMS FOR NEXT COUNCIL MEETING: 4/24/2018 

Nothing to report at this time. 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mayor Hamilton asked if there was any other item to come before the 

Council tonight and if not for a motion to adjourn.  Councilman Tharp 

moved to adjourn.  Councilwoman Whitesitt seconded the motion.  There was 

no public comment.    

Motion Passed Unanimously. (8:12 P.M.) 

 

Mayor Hamilton reconvened the meeting to discuss the health benefit plan 

renewal.  The City has a part-time employee wanting to join the dental 

plan.  However, we currently only allow full-time employees to join the 

benefit plans (or elected officials per a resolution adopted years ago).  

The Council discussed all the variables and decided, for this year only, 

to allow part-time employees to enroll in dental and vision plans only if 

they work a minimum of 20 hours per month.  The entire premium will be 

employee paid. 

 

 

 

               

Steven B. Hamilton, Mayor    Crystal Turner, City Clerk 


