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MARCH 22, 2016, The Three Forks City Council met in session in City Hall 

at 206 Main Street, and was presided over by Mayor Steven B. Hamilton.  

Mayor Hamilton called the meeting to order at 7:01 P.M. for the SECOND 

meeting of MARCH 2016. 

 

 

PRESENT: Mayor Steven B. Hamilton, Council members George Chancellor, Deb 

Mickelberry, Teri Whitesitt, Sharon Smith, Ed Tharp and Dennis Nelson.  

Also present was staff member Crystal Turner.  

 

The record reflects that a quorum was present, with the attendance of six 

(6) council members and the meeting was held. 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag was led by Mayor Hamilton.  

Reminder to the public that the meeting was being recorded. 

 

 

GUESTS: Gloria Howland, Ron and Tammy Biorn. 

 

 

Mayor Hamilton asked if there were any PUBLIC COMMENTS/CONCERNS. 

Seeing none, he introduced the Consent Agenda. 

 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

a) Approval of Claims per List(s) 

b) Approval of Meeting Minutes of March 8, 2016 

c) Approval of the January 11, 2016 Fair Board (Three Forks Rodeo 

Grounds Board) Meeting Minutes 

 

Councilwoman Smith motioned that we approve the Consent Agenda.  

Councilman Chancellor seconded the motion.  There was no public comment. 

Motion passed unanimously. 

 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

Decision on Conditional Use Permit Application for Ronnie Biorn for a 

small engine repair business on his property at 407 2nd Ave E. 

Mayor Hamilton introduced the CUP application and turned the 

recommendation over to George Chancellor. 

 

George Chancellor, new liaison to the Zoning & Planning Board, reported 

that the Board met last Thursday March 17
th
 and after City Planner Ralph 
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Johnson’s 12-point test report gave a recommendation for approval.  George 

recapped Mr. Johnson’s responses from his staff report into the record.  

There were three conditions given in the motion to recommend approval:  

1. The maximum area of a sign located in the front yard shall be two (2) 

square feet. 

2. The maximum area of a sign located on the garage doors shall be two 

(2) square feet. 

3. Fire Department inspection for safety. 

 

Mr. Chancellor stated there were two letters of support received at the 

Zoning & Planning Board from James Kunesh and Todd Green.  Crystal Turner 

added that one more letter of support from James Jacob was also received 

yesterday and is included in the Council’s packet. 

 

Mr. Biorn stated that he believes Three Forks could use a small engine 

repair shop.  He wishes to start small before incurring a lot of debt by 

finding a location up town.  If all goes well within a couple years he may 

open a shop on Main Street.  Mr. Biorn also stated that he will not create 

a junk yard for any items that are not repairable.  Mayor Hamilton asked 

if Mr. Biorn would also be doing tune-ups.  Mr. Biorn said he would.  He 

added that for oil changes and tune-ups he will be taking the used oil to 

the dump where it will be properly disposed.  Deb Mickelberry asked if he 

would be doing repairs on motorcycles.  Mr. Biorn did not intend to as his 

space is limited but offered to come to people’s houses and check out any 

small engines. 

 

Councilwoman Whitesitt moved that we approve his conditional use permit 

with the three conditions.  Councilman Tharp seconded the motion.  There 

was no further public comment or discussion. 

Motion passed unanimously. 

 

 

REPORT OF OFFICERS 

City Clerk Crystal Turner reported that with the meter replacements Randy 

Johnston and Steve Johnston have been replacing around town, it is really 

speeding up the time it takes to read meters.  Randy told her that he 

would be counting the remaining meters to be converted to radios and put 

those replacements into next year’s budget. 

 

 

REPORTS OF COUNCIL COMMITTEES 

Streets & Alleys Committee – Sharon Smith stated they met tonight 

regarding sidewalks and will start inventory on Main Street and head to 1
st
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Avenue East, via all the side streets from Neal to Ivy.  They will report 

back on the next steps after that inventory is complete. 

 

Water/Sewer Committee – Dennis Nelson reported that the City went out to 

bid on the replacement or repair of the existing concrete water tank 

during the water project a couple years ago.  No bids were received at all 

for this portion of the water project.  Mark Moore, a representative from 

DN Tanks, came to provide a demonstration of how they could rehabilitate 

the old water tank.  The Committee asked Joel Pilcher if it would be 

necessary again to go back out to bid and he did not believe so, but the 

question is going to Susan Swimley and Great West Engineering would do 

some additional research to see if there are other companies who would be 

able to perform this work.  If all goes well, they would like to start to 

request bids/quotes late this summer and build in the fall. 

 

Also, the committee discussed the mixing zone study.  Great West 

Engineering bid $18,000 and Morrison-Maierle bid $18,500.  Randy Johnston 

and Wendell Ewan both had good points about awarding the bid to Morrison-

Maierle as our current engineer for reporting to DEQ on wastewater 

discharge, however Great West Engineering has been involved in the entire 

process of upgrading the project.  The Committee is recommending to the 

Council to award the contract to Great West Engineering. 

 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

There was no unfinished business. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

There will not be a Library Director report tonight. 

Mayor Hamilton reported that the Library Board has made a recommendation 

to replace Mrs. Kramer, who is retiring on March 31, 2016.  They have 

recommended hiring Melissa Christoffersen to the position of Library 

Director, effective April 1, 2016.  There is currently a Library Assistant 

position open to replace Melissa. 

 

Board Appointment: Three Forks Library Board 

Mayor Hamilton has reviewed all the applications and he recommends Lana 

Torrence and T.K. Gibson to be appointed to these vacancies. 

 

Councilwoman Smith motioned to approve your recommendation to appoint Lana 

Torrence and T.K. Gibson.  Councilman Tharp seconded the motion.  There 

was no public comment. 
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Motion passed unanimously. 

 

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS/CONCERNS 

There were no public comments or concerns. 

 

 

MAYOR & COUNCIL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Dennis Nelson reported that he would like to schedule a Budget Committee 

meeting early April, or as soon as possible with the bills input into the 

system. 

 

Ed Tharp wished everyone a Happy Easter. 

 

Mayor Hamilton reported that the students did great at the State Science 

Fair.  He is happy the meeting is short tonight as he just got off the bus 

from Missoula from the State Science Fair. 

 

 

AGENDA ITEMS FOR NEXT COUNCIL MEETING:  

 Approval of Contract with Great West Engineering to Perform the 

Mixing Zone Study for the Wastewater Project 

 Possibly the Approval of the Hiring Policy 

 Possibly a First Reading of the re-written Business License Ordinance 

 Service Agreement with Copier Doctors for the copy machine. 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mayor Hamilton asked if there was a motion to adjourn.  Councilman 

Chancellor “so moved”.  Councilman Tharp seconded the motion.  There was 

no public comment.    

Motion passed unanimously (7:32PM) 

 

 

               

Steven B. Hamilton, Mayor    Crystal Turner, City Clerk 


