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JANUARY 9TH, 2018, The Three Forks City Council met in session in City Hall 

at 206 Main Street, with the Three Forks Rural Fire District for the 

annual meeting.  The Mayor called the meeting to order as it is the City’s 

turn to host this joint meeting. 

 

 

 

PRESENT: Council members Deb Mickelberry, Teri Whitesitt, Gene Townsend, 

Ed Tharp, and Dennis Nelson.  George Chancellor was absent from the 

Council.  Three Forks Rural Fire Board Members were Dale Kober, Dave 

Hargrove, Bruce Felz, and Justin Kamerman.  Roger Nerlin was absent from 

the Rural Board. 

 

The record reflects that a quorum was present, with the attendance of five 

(5) City Council members and four (4) Rural Board members, and the meeting 

proceeded. 

 

 

 

GUESTS: Fire Chief Keith Aune, Asst. Chief John Whitesitt, City Clerk 

Crystal Turner and City Treasurer Kelly Smith. 

 

 

 

MEETING: Mayor Hamilton reported that the Fire Training Center floodplain 

issues have been addressed, except for one camper needing to be removed.  

The storage containers have been moved to higher ground. 

 

Dave Hargrove, Chairman of the Rural Board, reported per the Interlocal 

agreement, inventory has been taken of all Rural and City equipment and a 

copy was provided to each group of the other’s inventory. 

 

Dennis Nelson added that for the Rural Board’s information, he and George 

Chancellor have put together a bathroom remodel with shower install 

project within the fire hall that may be included in the City’s capital 

improvement plan. 

 

Chief Aune provided an update on radio communication changes which may be 

happening in the next few years, which may require Thee Forks to upgrade 

its radios.  Portable ones will run around $5,000/each in the future.  

They will search every grant option available.  Gene Townsend asked if 
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Keith thought the Fire Council would put the grant in for all smaller 

entities combined.  Keith believed so, but wanted to inform the Rural 

Board and Council that we will need to plan for this in the near future, 

much like we did for the replacements of SCBAs a few years ago.  Keith 

also brought up that tablets are used during wild land fires.  Once in the 

fire trucks, tablets would need to have data in order to have service.  

Asst. Chief Whitesitt clarified that these would not be used just on wild 

land fires, but are also used to show who has arrived or who is en route 

to city incidents/calls.  Crystal Turner informed the Board that she and 

Kelly Smith, along with Dave Hargrove briefly discussed that it would be 

less expensive to add data service to the tablets via the City’s existing 

Verizon account, rather than the Rural setting up its own Verizon account.  

There was discussion on blank service spots Verizon has and if those would 

still apply to the tablets.  John Whitesitt said he is not sure if that 

would be 100% accurate as some are map applications that are downloaded 

from satellite and available on the tablet after a complete download, at a 

later date without service requirements. 

 

Keith Aune said that dual band radio is supposed to fix all those “hills 

and valleys” in the radio waves.  He added, “The County is putting in 

around $5 million into better radios.” 

 

There was discussion on the West End Training Center funding and if it 

would remain a separate account or would it go under the City?  Right now 

all funds still rest with the Willow Creek Fire Department chief, George 

Reich. 

 

The Three Forks Ambulance Service District is having a lot of trouble 

finding volunteers.  Firefighters have been called out to have someone 

drive the ambulance at times.  Both boards were appreciative of the number 

of fire department volunteers. 

 

Gene Townsend brought up that he received a bill this month for EMS for 

Charles Eastty – the Rural approved a check for half the payment, which 

was $17.50, but the Rural has never paid an invoice like this before.  

Crystal added the City has never paid this bill either.  John Whitesitt 

said he believes this is the “QRU” and he is unsure who is responsible for 

paying the bill.  He believes it is the license proving you have a certain 

amount of medical equipment on the truck.  It is possible that it has 

historically been paid out of the firefighter’s account. 
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ADJOURNMENT 

Mayor Hamilton adjourned the meeting at 6:57PM. 

 

 

CITY COUNCIL APPROVAL 

 

 

               

Steven B. Hamilton, Mayor    Crystal Turner, City Clerk 

 

 

THREE FORKS RURAL FIRE BOARD APPROVAL 

 

 

               

Dave Hargrove, Chairman     Eugene Townsend, Secretary 


