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NOVEMBER 9th, 2016, The Three Forks City Council met in session in City 

Hall at 206 Main Street, and was presided over by Mayor Steven B. 

Hamilton.  Mayor Hamilton called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. for the 

FIRST meeting of NOVEMBER 2016. 

 

 

PRESENT: Council members George Chancellor, Deb Mickelberry, Teri 

Whitesitt, Sharon Smith, Ed Tharp, and Dennis Nelson.  Also present was 

City Treasurer Kelly Smith and City Clerk Crystal Turner. 

 

The record reflects that a quorum was present, with the attendance of six 

(6) council members, and the meeting was held. 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag was led by Mayor Hamilton.  

Reminder to the public that the meeting was being recorded.  The Mayor 

reminded the public to review the “Policy and Conduct at Public Meetings” 

which is printed on the backside of every agenda, and to conduct 

themselves in an orderly manner. 

 

 

GUESTS: Gloria Howland, and Kelly Bugland. 

 

 

Mayor Hamilton asked if there were any PUBLIC COMMENTS/CONCERNS that were 

not on the agenda.  Gloria Howland asked if the Library’s internet is 

included in their funding because it is very slow and took her almost 

fifteen minutes to open her email account.  She felt maybe they needed an 

upgrade.  The Mayor stated he would relay this to the Librarian. 

 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

a) Approval of Claim to Mail Utility Bills in the Amount of $174.84 

b) Approval of Claims per List(s) 

c) Approval of Meeting Minutes of October 25, 2016 

d) Approval of the Fair Board Meeting Minutes of September 6, 2016 

 

Mayor Hamilton asked if there is anyone who wished to segregate any item 

from the consent agenda item. 

 

Councilman Chancellor moved that we approve the consent agenda.  

Councilman Nelson seconded the motion.  There was neither board discussion 

nor public comment. 

Motion Passed Unanimously. 
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PUBLIC HEARINGS 

Public Hearing and Decision on a Second Reading of Ordinance #370-2016 

Amending the Definition of Title 11, Chapter 2 of the Three Forks Zoning 

Ordinance to Include Multi-unit Hotel and Motel Buildings 

Mayor Hamilton introduced the ordinance and stated that unless there was a 

specific request for him to read the ordinance in its entirety into the 

record, he would not be reading it aloud.  No one spoke that they wished 

him to read the ordinance aloud. 

 

Councilwoman Whitesitt moved that we approve Ordinance #370-2016 amending 

the definition in Title 11, Chapter 2 of the Three Forks Zoning ordinance 

to include multi-unit hotel or motel buildings.  Councilwoman Smith 

seconded the motion.  There were no public comment or board discussions. 

Motion Passed Unanimously. 

 

 

Public Hearing and Decision on a Second Reading of Ordinance #371-2016 

Amending Title 11, Section 7 Neighborhood Highway Business District to 

Include Multi-unit Hotels or Motels as Permitted Conditional Uses 

Mayor Hamilton introduced the ordinance and stated that unless there was a 

specific request for him to read the ordinance in its entirety into the 

record, he would not be reading it aloud.  No one spoke that they wished 

him to read the ordinance aloud. 

 

Councilwoman Smith moved to approve Ordinance #371-2016 amending Title 2, 

[should be Title 11], Section 7 Neighborhood Highway Business District to 

Include multi-unit hotels or motels as permitted conditional uses.  

Councilwoman Whitesitt seconded the motion.  There were no public comment 

or board discussions. 

Motion Passed Unanimously. 

 

 

REPORT OF OFFICERS 

City Treasurer Kelly Smith reported that the loan to the Trail System has 

been paid in full, and that the middle school made $1,200 in their 

fundraiser for the Larsen/Swanson family. 

 

City Clerk Crystal Turner reported that she and Kelly worked with Ralph 

Johnson last week to go over the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) the 

County recently entered into with the Town of Manhattan regarding their 1-

mile extra-territorial zoning.  She stated that in roughly 2006 the 
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Council worked on this same document and it has sat at the County 

Attorney’s office for roughly this whole time.  The City of Three Forks 

had adopted its Growth Policy, and held public hearings to adopt what it 

felt were specific zones in the 1-mile jurisdiction.  Staff will work with 

the Planning Board to update the Growth Policy, and Crystal will review 

and compare the MOU with Manhattan to the draft we had for Three Forks to 

ensure nothing is missing.  Then we can send our draft back to the County 

for review and hopefully adoption. 

 

 

 

REPORT OF COUNCIL COMMITTEES 

Dennis Nelson reported that he and Dave Hargrove met with Fire Chief Keith 

Aune regarding the need to refill the cascade units for the SCBA bottles.  

The Fire Department has a trailer in the fire hall with a container for 

refilling the SCBA bottles.  The Town of Manhattan has offered to allow us 

to utilize their refill system.  Since both departments are shorthanded 

Dave Hargrove and Denny have volunteered to drop-off and pick-up bottles 

and have a standing appointment time for one of Manhattan’s staff to 

refill them.  Manhattan does not want any money for this, they just want 

to help us and keep their system operating frequently.  The portable 

trailer needs to stay put until we can get it inspected and recertified 

because of safety concerns when using pressurized tanks.  He also reminded 

the Council that the joint City/Rural meeting will occur in January 2017.  

George Chancellor asked if the containment capsule on the trailer could be 

transferred to the truck for safety purposes rather than remaining on a 

trailer.  Denny responded not really because the trailer will be used for 

filling bottles during training as well, but in its current condition it 

would not be a trailer he or Dave would recommend taking on scenes.  Kelly 

Smith said that we budgeted for the compressor out of impact fees, so she 

will research if additional bottles or fixes to the trailer can be paid 

with impact fees.  Kelly Bugland asked how many departments have traveling 

cascade units.  Denny answered that many departments have traveling 

cascade unit, with them built into their trucks, and the smaller 

containment unit can is mounted right inside the door.  The City of Three 

Forks actually has two: one in the command vehicle which holds three 

canisters, and the trailer one.  Kelly Bugland recommended that on mutual 

aid calls that most departments already have one, why purchase a new one 

when you should be able to refill using another department’s refill 

system.  The Mayor asked if it would be worthwhile to setup an Interlocal 

agreement with Manhattan for the use of their compressor to fill our 

bottles.  Denny did not believe it was necessary. 
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Ordinance Committee – Teri Whitesitt said they met 11/1/2016.  The 

business district display of items discussion was on that agenda as well 

as the impact fee waiver, but Rob Norman provided some great comments on 

the existing ordinances and amending those rather than implementing new 

ones.  No decisions were made on this topic yet.  The committee will 

gather more input from the business community and try to meet again. 

 

The committee really wanted to meet more to discuss the food bank and 

their request for a reduced or waived impact fee.  The committee feels it 

is best to write an ordinance that if there is a building on a municipal 

lot and that building is moved to another municipal lot, only the fire 

impact fees could be requested to be waived.  The committee is not 

supportive of a blanket non-profit waiver ordinance.  Denny added that 

real estate taxes have been paid on the property which also funds the fire 

department and that wording should be included in the ordinance.  There 

was discussion regarding not needing an ordinance for that, and for this 

request the Council could use a strongly worded motion to address those 

findings. 

 

Mayor Hamilton thanked the ordinance committee for meeting and reviewing 

that appeal.  Teri Whitesitt asked if they could have the tabled appeal 

request by the Headwaters Area Food Bank on the next agenda.  Kelly and 

Crystal will draft a suggested motion for the council to review based on 

taxes paid, etc. 

 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

SRF Draw Request #20 in the Amount of $6,263.00 and WRDA #4 in the Amount 

of $3,039.94 

Mayor Hamilton introduced the draw. 

Dennis Nelson asked if all the extra time Smith Contracting is using the 

engineers would be taken out of our overall budget.  Kelly Smith responded 

that the draw requests show that we pay Great West Engineering for the 

Unscheduled Employment of the Engineer, but we deduct it from Smith 

Contracting’s invoiced amount. 

 

Councilman Nelson made a motion that the Mayor be allowed to sign off on 

both of these draws.  Councilman Tharp seconded the motion.  There was 

neither board discussion nor public comment. 

Motion Passed Unanimously. 

 

Dennis Nelson reminded the Council that there will be a wastewater project 

construction meeting tomorrow at 1:30PM.  He received an updated schedule 
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from Smith Contracting which shows the project being complete about 

December 14, 2016.  Kelly Smith informed him tonight though that UV 

testing would probably not occur until mid-January. 

 

Dennis added that DN Tanks is on site working on the water project.  The 

cover is on order and should be here the week of Thanksgiving and then 

working on installation the first week of December.  The sealing and 

cleaning of the inside of the tank will probably not occur until spring, 

but we can use change orders to stop the calendar days of the project.  

Kelly Smith has contacted Joel Pilcher of Great West Engineering to ensure 

we have worked days documented for the project, and that is in alignment 

with the contract. 

  

 

NEW BUSINESS 

A Resolution Providing for Appointment of Gallatin County Sheriff Deputies 

to be Cross Deputized to Enforce Three Forks Municipal Ordinances 

Mayor Hamilton read the resolution into the record. 

 

Councilman Nelson made a motion that we adopt Resolution #264-2016, a 

resolution providing for appointment of the Gallatin County Sheriff 

Deputies to be cross deputized to enforce Three Forks municipal 

ordinances.  Councilman Chancellor seconded the motion.  There was no 

public comment. 

Motion Passed Unanimously. 

 

Proclamation Declaring the Week of November 28 through December 4, 2016 in 

Memoriam of MHP Trooper David J. DeLaittre #269 

Mayor Hamilton read the proclamation into the record in its entirety. 

 

The Mayor explained he has already signed the proclamation, and would pass 

the proclamation down to the Council members for their signature if lieu 

of a vocal vote.  George Chancellor signed the proclamation and handed it 

to Debra Mickelberry, who signed it and handed it to Teri Whitesitt, who 

signed it and handed it to Sharon Smith, who signed it and handed it to Ed 

Tharp, who signed it and handed it to Dennis Nelson. 

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS/CONCERNS 

There were no public comments or concerns. 

 

 

MAYOR & COUNCIL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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There were no Council or Mayor announcements. 

 

 

AGENDA ITEMS FOR NEXT COUNCIL MEETING, which may not be until the first 

meeting in December:  

  Decision on impact fee appeal by the Headwaters Area Food Bank 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mayor Hamilton asked for a motion to adjourn.  Councilman Chancellor “so 

moved.”  Councilwoman Whitesitt seconded the motion.  There was no public 

comment.    

Motion Passed Unanimously. (7:46 P.M.) 

 

 

               

Steven B. Hamilton, Mayor    Crystal Turner, City Clerk 


