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OCTOBER 25, 2016, The Three Forks City Council met in session in City Hall 

at 206 Main Street, and was presided over by Mayor Steven B. Hamilton.  

Mayor Hamilton called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. for the SECOND 

meeting of OCTOBER 2016. 

 

 

PRESENT: Council members George Chancellor, Deb Mickelberry, Teri 

Whitesitt, Sharon Smith, Ed Tharp, and Dennis Nelson.  Also present was 

City Treasurer Kelly Smith, City Clerk Crystal Turner and City Attorney 

Susan Swimley. 

 

The record reflects that a quorum was present, with the attendance of six 

(6) council members, and the meeting was held. 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag was led by Mayor Hamilton.  

Reminder to the public that the meeting was being recorded. 

 

 

GUESTS: Charlie Christensen, Kelly Bugland, Gloria Howland, Chuck Wambeke, 

Kim Gelder, Suzanne Crawford and Matt Bugland.  

 

 

Mayor Hamilton asked if there were any PUBLIC COMMENTS/CONCERNS that were 

not on the agenda.  Seeing none, he introduced the Consent Agenda. 

 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

a) Approval of Claims in the Amount of $29,616.25 to pay Dallas Field 

for Tree Maintenance, Badland Truck Sales for new Dump Truck, and 

Overpayment Reimbursement to Debra Downing after close of sale, 

all paid 10/14/2016 

b) Approval of Claims per List(s) 

c) Approval of Meeting Minutes of 10/11/2016 

d) Approval of Lot Line Amendment Exempt from Subdivision Review 

between Odegard and Lamb 

e) Approval of Change Order #11 with Smith Contracting to Resume the 

Project on 10/17/2016 

f) Real Property License Agreement between the Gurley’s and the City 

of Three Forks for use of 10-feet of Lot 7 of Ridge View 

Subdivision during Water Tank Project work 

 

Mayor Hamilton asked if there is anyone who wished to segregate from the 

consent agenda item. Dennis Nelson asked about the $29,000 payment to 
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Dallas Field.  Kelly Smith explained that $29,616.25 is a total of three 

claims, not solely to Dallas Field for the tree maintenance. 

 

Councilwoman Smith moved that we approve the consent agenda.  Councilman 

Tharp seconded the motion.  There was neither board discussion nor public 

comment. 

Motion Passed Unanimously. 

 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

Public Hearing and Decision on a Resolution Cancelling the November 8, 

2016, Public Meeting and Announcing a Rescheduled Public Meeting on 

November 9, 2016 

Mayor Hamilton explained that this is just moving the meeting to after 

Election Day.  He then read the complete resolution into the record. 

 

Councilman Chancellor moved that we approve Resolution #263-2016, a 

resolution of the City of Three Forks Council cancelling the November 8, 

2016 City Council public meeting and announcing a rescheduled public 

meeting on November 9, 2016 at 7:00PM.  Councilman Nelson seconded the 

motion.  There was neither board discussion nor public comment. 

Motion Passed Unanimously. 

 

Public Hearing and Decision on a First Reading of an Ordinance Amending 

the Definition in Title 11, Chapter 2 of the Three Forks Zoning Ordinance 

to Include Multi-unit Hotel and Motel Buildings 

Mayor Hamilton read the ordinance in its entirety into the record. 

 

Teri Whitesitt noted a typo of “duplex” which Crystal will edit and 

provide Mayor Hamilton with a clean copy before signature. 

 

The Mayor asked if there was any public comment.  No one commented. 

 

Councilwoman Whitesitt moved to approve ordinance #370-2016 amending the 

definition in Title 2 [should be Title 11], Chapter 2 of the Three Forks 

Zoning Ordinance, to include multi-unit hotel or motel in the definitions, 

with “duplex” spelled correctly.  Councilwoman Smith seconded the motion.  

There was neither board discussion nor public comment. 

Motion Passed Unanimously. 

 

Public Hearing and Decision on a First Reading of an Ordinance Amending 

Title 11 Section 7 Neighborhood Highway Business District, and Title 11 
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Section 8A Central Business District to Include Multi-unit Hotels or 

Motels as Permitted Conditional Uses 

Mayor Hamilton read the ordinance in its entirety into the record. 

 

Kelly Smith commented that because of the floodplain issues we should 

include a condition of a non-conversion agreement, which would be filed at 

the Clerk & Recorder office, for all conditional use permits granted.  

This would mean that the use could not be converted into long term rental 

property, it could not be converted because the size would not meet 

minimum zoning requirements, nor would they meet the floodplain 

requirements of a residential structure.  As long as the use remains 

hotel/motel unit which is considered commercial, it does not have the same 

flood-proofing requirements.  Because of the floodplain you could not 

normally build these as closely together, you would have to have fifteen 

feet around the entire structure at least two-feet above the base flood 

elevation.  Kelly also suggested removing the requirements in Central 

Business District (CBD), because all uses in the Neighborhood Highway 

Business District are allowed in CBD, which would save money on 

codification. 

 

Susan Swimley asked about condition #7.  She asked for clarification 

regarding, “All other structures must be approved by the City Council.”  

George Chancellor explained, as chairman and liaison to the Zoning & 

Planning Board, that the board had a great deal of discussion regarding 

avoiding “man camps”.  The Z&P Board noted that it is not likely the 

Folkvord’s intent to have man camps; their request is more wedding venue 

guests and bridal parties or perhaps angler travel packages.   Man camps 

are not what the city envisions as an allowed use.  Susan argued that 

those are valid points, but the language is not strong enough to enforce 

when someone applies for a multi-unit hotel/motel and they state in their 

application that, “their structure is not a mobile home.”  What does the 

Council want to see and approve exactly?  Dennis Nelson said we have 

stayed away from building inspection processes and do not have anyone 

trained to say what is an acceptable vs. not acceptable structure.  Susan 

said as this is presented, anyone could bring in any structure and she 

would have to agree that the applicant would be allowed to put anything 

other than a mobile home on the lot.  Kelly Smith asked since it is a CUP 

could it all be discussed and conditioned at that hearing?  Susan stated 

that as this ordinance is presented, it does not have enough criteria to 

state what the City intends to see.  There needs to be criteria the 

applicant can understand they must meet for aesthetics or health and 

safety, or whatever the Council’s intention is.  Basically, all structures 

other than mobile homes would be allowed as this is written now.  Denny 
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suggested wording, “All other structures would have to meet commercial 

building code requirements”.  George suggested language of, “Mobile home 

units and modular units are not permitted, all other structures must meet 

state code and commercial requirements.”  Susan asked what does “modular” 

mean, and George replied “not stick built”.  Denny said when he was in the 

log home business, KOAs changed marketing and wanted to include log cabins 

as an option for their customers.  They were mobile, but built on site on 

a slab-on-grade foundation which made them a permanent structure.  Ed 

Tharp wondered if there was any off-street parking.  Kelly replied yes, it 

was designed as angle-parking on 1
st
 Ave E, but they also have a parking 

lot within the 300-foot requirement which would meet the off-street 

parking requirement for this preliminary plan. 

 

Mayor Hamilton brought the conversation back to the ordinance language.  

He asked for clarification on the revised condition #7.  Crystal and Kelly 

responded in unison the suggested condition would read, “Mobile Home units 

are not permitted.  All other structures would have to meet State 

commercial building code requirements.” 

 

Kelly explained that when she was a loan officer, mobile homes had a 

chassis, wheels and a vehicle title.  Susan suggested flexible language 

such as, “Type of construction be based on the availability of parking, 

proposed landscaping, and other conditions the Council may put in.  That 

would give the Council a little more control.”  She warned the Council 

that the vaguer the wording is, the harder it is for the City to enforce.  

Denny suggested language like, “All structures must be standard frame 

construction and built on site.”  Susan said you could do that. 

 

Chuck Wambeke said that if you take a look at the recent addition to the 

flower shop, which was a pre-fabricated building, you would have a hard 

time telling if it was stick built or not.  “That is a nice looking 

building and probably something the City would want to encourage,”  He 

said.  He added that the manufacturers of pre-fabbed buildings still must 

conform with commercial building codes. 

 

Kelly said that in the CUP 12-point test that Ralph Johnson writes up, it 

asks if the use has a characteristic relationship to the district.  Does 

that give us some leeway?  Susan said yes it gives you some authority, but 

it is 1 point of a 12-point test.  If it was only 1 out of 12 that were 

turned down you would not have much cause to deny the entire application. 

 

Kelly Bugland commented on the maximum of 30-days which is when you get 

into the bed tax requirements.  She recommended lessening that to 29-days, 
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as then the State will still get their share of the tax.  Steven Hamilton 

asked the Council if they wished to reduce the 30-days to 29-days.  The 

Council agreed. 

 

There was discussion regarding taking a hard line and saying “no modular 

or prefabricated buildings.”  Kelly reminded the Council that this is only 

for multi-unit hotel/motel and not just another business or residence 

which may be a modular building.  Susan added that the reality is that if 

they want to do a hotel/motel that is modular units, a process like the 

one occurring now would have to occur with a zoning amendment to be 

heard/recommended on by the Zoning & Planning Board before the Council 

changes the ordinance and any applicant can submit their request. 

 

Crystal Turner explained the changes she has heard discussed tonight, 

editing the ordinance’s ‘Whereas’ to reflect that uses in NHB are allowed 

in CBD,  removing the second page of the ordinance which covered the CBD 

requirements, changing condition #3 to 29-days, and read aloud modified 

condition #7 to read, “Mobile home and modular units are not permitted.  

All structures must be stick built on site and meet all commercial 

building codes.”  All present agreed she had captured the discussed 

changes, except “State commercial building codes” should say ‘State.’  

Crystal printed a clean copy and Mayor Hamilton read the edited ordinance 

into the record in its entirety. Kelly Smith added that condition #8 

regarding the non-conversion agreement earlier still needs to be added to 

the ordinance.  Dennis Nelson reminded the Council that in Ordinance #370-

2016 regarding the definition it specifically defined duplex so that takes 

away any worry of more than two in one small building. 

 

Councilman Nelson moved to approve ordinance #371-2016 amending the 

neighborhood highway business district as has been read into the record, 

with the changes as discussed an included in the last copy that was just 

printed out.  Councilman Chancellor seconded the motion.  There was 

neither board discussion nor public comment. 

Motion Passed Unanimously. 

 

 

REPORT OF OFFICERS 

City Treasurer Kelly Smith reported on an upcoming class regarding the new 

State of Montana ammonia standards.  It is from 12-2PM on 10/28/16 and 

includes lunch.  HDR Technical Services is hosting the training in 

Bozeman. 

 

She also reported that Northwestern Energy had its taxable valuation 

reduced in the State of Montana.  This reduced revenue throughout the 
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State, but Gallatin County’s take was that if it was not a significant 

change for each municipality they suggested not doing the recertification.  

This affects the City of Three Forks roughly $3,000 less in revenues.  We 

received the information last Wednesday and needed to reply by Friday.  

She did not believe it was worth recertifying the City of Three Forks 

mills. 

 

Kelly also reported on the RRGL remaining $10,000 available is coming up 

to its expiration date of 12/31/2016, or we can ask for an extension if 

the City is not sure that the project is 90% complete.  Dennis would like 

to discuss this with Fred Phillips at the Water/Sewer Committee meeting 

11/3/16 at 1:30PM. 

 

Lastly, she reported that Three Forks Middle School will be holding a 

fundraiser for the Swanson/Larsen family in the Middle School “commons” 

from 9AM-7PM on November 8, 2016.  Gloria Howland added that there is also 

a Poker Walk fundraiser being organized which is hosted by the Frontier 

Club. 

 

City Clerk Crystal Turner reported that the Water/Sewer Committee meeting 

which had been scheduled for tomorrow, has been rescheduled to 11/3/2016 

at 1:30PM. 

 

City Attorney Susan Swimley reported that she and Teri Whitesitt plan to 

meet to discuss the parking ordinance requirements the committee wishes to 

amend.  She has read all the emails and comments but wanted to ensure she 

is filtering them correctly before drafting a change to the ordinance 

which was read on 9/27/2016. 

 

 

REPORT OF COUNCIL COMMITTEES 

Ordinance Committee – Teri Whitesitt said they met last Thursday regarding 

a “display of items” ordinance.  They invited many business owners who 

store/display items in the right-of-way but no one attended.  The 

committee discussed and suggested that up to ten items could be allowed by 

the City staff, like tables and chairs, flower pots, signage (including 

sandwich boards), garbage cans, newspaper stands, ice machine and pop 

machines.  If a business wished to have more than ten items they could 

come apply for a $0 permit and ask for Council approval.  This would 

require that at least four-feet of clear walking space be left open as 

well.  Crystal Turner added that she has not had a chance to draft a 

letter to the businesses yet but she will and send that to all of them so 

the Council can have input before adopting anything. 
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Water/Sewer Committee – Dennis Nelson stated that DN Tanks pulled the lid 

off last Thursday.  The interior looks in very good shape.  There is one 

seal crack line all the way around the tank, but the consensus is that it 

will not take a major repair job. DN Tanks has verified all the 

measurements, and the new lid will be made and delivered around 

Thanksgiving.  The installation will begin after Thanksgiving and then 

should be complete before Christmas.  The final portion of this project 

will take place in the spring.  Denny suggested that around February or 

March, we need to plan when to change over from the new tank to the old 

tank so we are all on the same page coordinating that final step. 

 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Water Project 

SRF Draw #9 in the Amount of $4,190.00 and WRDA Draw #1 in the Amount of 

$11,908.95 

Mayor Hamilton introduced the draw. 

Kelly Smith added that this is for parts that Steve Johnston used to 

switch the line over between the two tanks. 

 

Councilwoman Whitesitt moved to give the mayor approval to sign off on 

this.  Councilman Nelson seconded the motion.  There was no Council 

discussion or public comment. 

Motion Passed Unanimously. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Proclamation Declaring October 23-29, 2016 “Red Ribbon Week” in Three 

Forks 

Mayor Hamilton read the proclamation into the record. 

 

Councilwoman Smith moved to approve this proclamation, Proclamation #2016-

02, declaring October 23-31, 2016 as Red Ribbon Week.  Councilwoman 

Whitesitt seconded the motion.  There was neither board discussion nor 

public comment. 

Motion Passed Unanimously. 

 

Decision on the Appeal Request of Impact Fees for the Headwaters Food Bank 

at 216 1st Ave West 

Susan Swimley read a two-page document she asked the Council to consider 

regarding this request, citing the requirements in Title 3, Chapter 6 of 

the Three Forks Municipal Code.  She noted the other owners in town have 
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paid taxes and rates to the existing facility; impact fees are to balance 

out operational and maintenance costs and savings for expansions which may 

be needed in the future. 

 

Kelly Smith reported that she sent a letter to Chuck Wambeke, Charlie 

Christensen and Ed Nave stating the impact fees which would be required.  

The building was in the city limits before impact fees, but was considered 

under fire protection.  This building was built in 1996 when the City did 

not have impact fees, impact fees were initiated in 2006.  To her, she 

believed this building would qualify for a reduction on the fire impact 

fee because of that. 

 

Chuck Wambeke said that when he saw where he was at on the agenda he 

figured people would be hungry so he distributed two types of cookies: 

standard chocolate chip, and a paleo version.  We all know cookies are 

made with typical ingredients in a home: eggs, flour, sugar, butter, etc.  

Those ingredients are the bulk of our clients’ needs.  Not everyone knows 

what goes into a paleo cookie – and that is how our customers are taken 

care of.  We may not always know what their need is, but we try to have 

the right “ingredients” to help a variety of customers.  We have lived on 

the generosity of our community and served the customers at 12 E. Cedar 

Street to the best of our ability.  Our job is to satisfy hunger in our 

community; the goal is to make sure no one goes to bed hungry.  We 

understand that we serve more than just Three Forks, but it is a worthy 

endeavor that we are undertaking.  We are really here to ask the City to 

partner with us, maybe the City cannot waive everything, but maybe the 

City can work with them in a way to help us continue serving our clients 

to the best of our financial ability. 

 

Susan Swimley added that she did not include in her presentation that the 

City recently entered into an extended contract of impact fee repayment 

with no interest.  She thinks the Council could definitely consider the 

fire impact fee reduction/waiver that Kelly suggested, but there are other 

options like the extended payment plan that the Council could also 

consider. 

 

Chuck Wambeke added that in his letter he stated that the existing 

facility is hooked up with three other businesses at 123 Main Street, and 

all have full time employees and still use the minimum monthly water usage 

each month.  

 

Public Comment: Kelly Bugland suggested that eight years to pay this off 

would be roughly $20/month if the fire impact fee was waived.  She 
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believes if anyone would be able to get a waiver it would be the Food 

Bank, but she understands the language does not allow for a complete 

waiver.  Matt Bugland agreed that a fire impact fee should be waived.  

Charlie Christensen said that over the last 12 years the Food Bank has 

really grown, serving all the way to Radersburg and even Ennis at times.  

They are a department of the HRDC but this is a community need, and he 

asked for the Council’s support to waive all impact fees.  Chuck Wambeke 

further discussed the existing facility and hardships: storage, volunteers 

going up and down the basement stairs, limited shopping space and lack of 

privacy – and this new project addresses all of those hardships that we 

currently face at 12 E. Cedar Street.  He added that their clients live 

“on the fringe of society” and that fringe is growing as costs of living 

continue to increase.  Kim Gelder, manager of the Headwaters Area Food 

Bank, stated that just this month she had six new families sign up and so 

that is six more to be served every month.  She witnessed today a new 

family who was in tears because they did not expect to receive the amount 

of food they received today which will sustain their family for the next 

couple of weeks.  Matt Bugland stated at the VFW meeting last week, they 

voted unanimously in support of the Food Bank’s new location which is 

directly across from their land.  In closing, Chuck Wambeke said that they 

are here to ask the Council to be as creative as they can be in finding a 

way to lessen the financial burden to the Food Bank organization. 

 

Kelly Smith asked how long the lease will be.  Charlie said that it will 

be a 5-year lease with 3 automatic renewals. 

 

Teri Whitesitt asked Susan Swimley how the City of Bozeman addresses non-

profits and impact fees.  Susan said she did not know if they specifically 

exempt non-profits, but some cities have implemented policies for reduced 

impact fees based on projects meeting those goals.  Susan suggested that 

for simplicity, the Council should consider one impact at a time.  She 

continued by asking Kelly Smith to further explain her reasoning to allow 

the Council to waive the fire impact fee.  Kelly explained that she 

believed since the existing building was on a lot which was covered by the 

fire department has already paid into the system; not through impact fees 

because it existed prior to them, but through taxes.  Matt Bugland said 

that this applicant has actually improved the property with the Food Bank 

by cleaning it up and removing old equipment which may have been filled 

with fuel, there was very tall weeds and overgrown vegetation, it had so 

much stuff on the lot if would have been hard for firefighters to maneuver 

around to fight any fire.  Crystal Turner stated that she had spoken with 

the HRDC treasurer who informed her they have paid impact fees for other 

projects and did not want to hurt the City’s budget by any means.  She 
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believed the HRDC had benefitted from reduced impact fees for housing 

projects in the past, but only because Bozeman had specific policies in 

place to allow for the reduction. 

 

There was discussion regarding merit in waiving the fire impact fees.  Deb 

Mickelberry believed that the fire impact fee should be waived.  Denny 

Nelson quoted the Headwaters Area Food Bank’s mission is “To better serve 

the community.”  He argued that the City Council’s mission is to better 

serve the community as well, with providing water and sewer services among 

other services.  With the Fire Department, we recently spent $16,000 out 

of impact fees to outfit our firefighters with new SCBA’s.  That pretty 

much wiped out our savings of fire impact fees.  We also need to serve our 

public by saving for future needs by imposing impact fees.  He completely 

supports the food bank, but has a hard time waiving any of the impact fees 

because of his duty to the taxpayers. 

 

Councilwoman Mickelberry moved to waive the fire impact fee.  Motion died 

for lack of a second. 

 

Councilman Chancellor moved to create a payment plan for the Food Bank for 

their full impact fees.  Motion died for lack of a second. 

 

Dennis Nelson asked what length of time the Food Bank would consider, if 

the Council did work out a payment plan?  He has heard an eight-year plan, 

he has heard twenty years, but what would the [Headwaters Food Bank] Board 

be willing to accept.  A ten-year plan would be roughly $40/month for the 

full impact fees.  Charlie Christensen added that he would accept a long-

term payment plan but he would request, because there is a larger need 

community-wide, for a reduction if not complete waiver.  He does not 

believe the use of this facility deems the full impact fee. 

 

Teri Whitesitt said that Lamb’s came in with a for-profit business, and we 

gave them a 50% reduction for them being open 50% of the time.  Her heart 

is in this community and the Food Bank is here to help this community.  

She believes a solution would be to draft an ordinance that would allow 

the City to waive fees for non-profits.  George Chancellor said that he 

did not believe the Council was authorized to give away funds this way.  

There was discussion regarding the RV park’s impact to the system versus 

what the Food Bank’s impact is to the system.  Kelly Bugland asked the 

Council why it would grant a reduction for a profit business, but not 

consider it for a non-profit.  Teri Whitesitt said her heart wants to do 

this but stated Denny has a point and her brain is telling her not to.  

She asked if the rest of the Council would consider a percentage discount?  
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George Chancellor said if the Council starts considering percentage 

discounts, that every applicant will ask for the same thing.  It would be 

setting a bad precedent.  Mayor Hamilton said the Council could decide on 

a percentage and then send this to the Ordinance Committee to come up with 

a percentage discount for all other non-profits.  Deb Mickelberry said 

that she would not be supportive of creating an ordinance blanketing all 

non-profits.  Chuck Wambeke said the Council does not need to rush on 

behalf of their application – they are on hold due to weather and do not 

need this decided upon tonight.  Ed Tharp said he believes the City needs 

to charge the full amount, and spread it out over however many years is 

needed for them to make it financially feasible.  He sympathizes with the 

situation but does not want to set a precedent of reductions. 

 

Councilman Nelson moved to table this discussion until the next meeting 

and the Council give consideration from during, between now and the next 

meeting, for full impact fee with an extension.  Councilman Chancellor 

seconded the motion.  Kelly Smith said that she wanted to address 

something that Denny brought up, and that our ordinance allows for refunds 

if anything changes in one year from the impact fees.  If the 2017 impact 

fee outcome is approved to be reduced, then the payment plan decided upon 

in this year could be reduced in the future if those fees are also 

reduced. 

Motion Passed Unanimously. 

 

Mayor Hamilton asked the Ordinance Committee to come up with a solution on 

this ordinance.  “We can do better than this [ordinance as written].” 

 

Public Hearing and Decision on a Request for Conditional Use Permit by Ian 

Taylor for a Duplex at Lot 4, Block 13 of the Original Townsite, more 

Commonly known as 114 1st Ave East 

George Chancellor reported on Ralph Johnson’s 12-point test, and in 

conclusion that the City must consider whether the “intent” of the Zoning 

Ordinance is being met, and if it finds the intent is being met after 

public comment is considered the following conditions: 

1. A minimum of two additional paved off-street parking spaces shall be 

provided with a width of nine feet and a length of eighteen feet. 

2. A minimum of a fifteen foot front yard setback to the proposed front 

porch shall be provided. 

3. A minimum of a ten foot side yard setback to the face of any building 

or porch shall be provided on both sides of the proposed building. 

4. A minimum of a fifteen foot rear yard setback shall be provided to 

the face of any building. 
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5. A minimum distance between the garage and the exit door from Unit B 

shall be determined by the Three Forks Fire Department based on the 

International Fire Code and the Uniform Residential Code to ensure 

safe access by fire fighters and rescue personnel in the event of an 

emergency. 

6. Drawings indicating the floor plans and exterior character of the 

building shall be submitted five working days prior to the public 

hearing review by the Three Forks City Council. 

 

Mayor Hamilton asked Kelly Smith to read Chief Aune’s letter into the 

record, which she did.  She added that she suggested condition #3 be 

amended from ten feet to fifteen feet because of the foundation choice 

dependent upon the site plan and the floodplain requirements. 

 

There was no applicant present. 

 

Public Comment: Kelly Bugland asked if the garage was a one- or two-car 

garage.  Kelly Smith replied it was 20-feet wide by 24-feet deep. 

 

Councilman Chancellor moved that we approve the conditional use permit for 

Ian Thomas, err Ian Taylor duplex at 114 1
st
 Avenue East.  Councilwoman 

Whitesitt seconded the motion.  Mayor Hamilton asked if the motion 

includes the conditions?  George agreed, Teri agreed.  Mayor Hamilton 

asked for clarification if that was for the 15-feet Kelly suggested 

instead of the 10-feet that is written in the staff report?  George 

agreed, Teri agreed.  There was no further board discussion nor public 

comment. 

Motion Passed Unanimously. 

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS/CONCERNS 

Matt Bugland said that after sitting through the HRDC meeting last week he 

realized there is very little communication between all the various 

entities.  That same night was also an Ordinance Committee meeting that 

they would have like to attend, but the entities do not communicate with 

each other and plan accordingly to promote more public participation.  

There was an energetic discussion regarding getting more information out 

to the public.  Mayor Hamilton stated that the City is working on a new 

website which will enhance city information and help get the word out for 

city happenings, but it does not help with what other entities are doing. 

The Mayor added that he has been working for quite some time on getting 

the Belgrade News to have more Three Forks coverage.  He admitted it has 

been a slow process. 



** Page 13 **    A SUMMARY OF PROCEEDINGS OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

THREE FORKS, MONTANA, OCTOBER 25th, 2016 

 
 

 

MAYOR & COUNCIL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

There were no Council nor Mayor announcements. 

 

 

AGENDA ITEMS FOR NEXT COUNCIL MEETING:  

 Second Reading of an Ordinance Amending the Definition of in Title 

11, Chapter 2 of the Three Forks Zoning Ordinance to Include Multi-

unit Hotel and Motel Buildings 

 Second Reading of an Ordinance Amending Title 11 Section 7 

Neighborhood Highway Business District, and Title 11 Section 8A 

Central Business District to Include Multi-unit Hotels or Motels as 

Permitted Conditional Uses 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mayor Hamilton asked for a motion to adjourn.  Councilman Nelson “so 

moved.”  Councilman Tharp seconded the motion.  There was no public 

comment.    

Motion Passed Unanimously. (9:25.M.) 

 

 

               

Steven B. Hamilton, Mayor    Crystal Turner, City Clerk 


