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OCTOBER 10TH, 2017, The Three Forks City Council met in session in City 

Hall at 206 Main Street, and was presided over by Mayor Steven B. 

Hamilton.  Mayor Hamilton called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. for the 

FIRST meeting of OCTOBER 2017. 

 

 

PRESENT: Council members Teri Whitesitt, Sharon Smith, George Chancellor, 

Ed Tharp (who had laryngitis so he will vote via a hand approval or 

denial), and Dennis Nelson.  Deb Mickelberry was absent.  City Attorney 

Susan Swimley, City Treasurer Kelly Smith, City Clerk Crystal Turner and 

Library Director Melissa Christoffersen were also present, as well as 

Gallatin County Sheriff Sgt. Peterson and Deputy McDonough. 

 

The record reflects that a quorum was present, with the attendance of five 

(5) council members, and the meeting was held. 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag was led by Mayor Hamilton.  

Reminder to the public that the meeting was being recorded. 

 

 

GUESTS: Phyllis Norman, Jim Sitton, Kim Welch, Ron & Mickie Imberi, Bud & 

Sally Griffin, Matt & Kelly Bugland, Tony & Jackie Sorensen, Jane Roedel, 

Jay & Beth McCurry, Gloria Howland, Colleen Gibbs, Jax Huelle, John 

Dalton, Fawn Venzor, J.J. Norris, James Hegar and Richard Robinson. 

 

 

Mayor Hamilton asked if there were any PUBLIC COMMENTS/CONCERNS that were 

not on the agenda.  Colleen Gibbs spoke regarding speeding along 2nd Avenue 

East.  She does not believe it is cost effective to have a deputy sit at 

the intersection all day, because people will not speed by if an officer 

is parked there.  However, she stated there are speeders of all ages and 

the speed is posted twice, (in this block by the school) the speed limit 

is 15 mph.  She stated this is blatant disregard for the law.  She 

believes Whitehall has removable speed bumps, but is unsure if a speed 

study needs to be done in order to install speed bumps.  The Mayor replied 

the City has looked into doing the little grooves on the road which cause 

noise, similar to those outside of the Rockin’ the Rivers location but you 

have to leave 4-feet from the sidewalk clear for pedestrian traffic.  This 

would actually be more unsafe because typically drivers just drive around 

the “traffic calming” grooves and head closer to pedestrian traffic.  

Colleen said it is unsafe and very bad.  She worries that a child will get 
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hit and if it happens to be one of her children she will say, “This is the 

City’s fault.” 

 

The Mayor introduced the CONSENT AGENDA. 

 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

a) Approval of Claim to Mail Utility Billing in the Amount of $160.23 

b) Approval of Claims per List 

c) Approval of Fair Board Claims per List 

d) Approval of Meeting Minutes from September 26, 2017 

e) Approval of Pledged Securities through September 30, 2017 

 

Councilman Nelson moved to approve the consent agenda.  Councilwoman Smith 

seconded the motion.  There was no public comment. 

Motion Passed Unanimously. 

 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

Public Hearing and Decision on the Second Reading of an Ordinance Amending 

Title 7 of the Three Forks Municipal Code Clarifying the Limitations of 

Parking Certain Vehicles on City Streets 

The Mayor stated he would not be reading this ordinance into the record a 

second time unless there was a request for him to do so.  Councilman 

Nelson said that he would prefer the ordinance read again as there were a 

lot of public present and many of them may not have read it yet 

completely. 

 

The Mayor read Ordinance #376-2017 into the record in its entirety. 

 

Public Comment: Jane Roedel questioned the running of a commercial truck 

engine for more than 12-hours and requested clarification regarding the 

language.  (This means that a commercial truck is allowed to idle if the 

temperatures are above 10-degrees Fahrenheit for 30-minutes in a 12-hour 

period.  When temperatures drop below 10-degrees Fahrenheit, the truck may 

idle constantly to prevent damage from frozen fuel.)   James Hegar asked 

about living in a private camper on a residential property and if that 

meant having to adhere to the “not living in campers” during the winter.  

“Could the City wait to enforce this at a later time, perhaps in the 

spring,” he asked.  John Dalton agreed with Mr. Hegar’s comments and asked 

if a vehicle is not licensed and operable would it then be allowed?  Mr. 

Hegar said he does not see how living in a camper on his own property 



** Page 3 **    A SUMMARY OF PROCEEDINGS OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF THREE 

FORKS, MONTANA, OCTOBER 10TH, 2017  

 
hurts anybody.  Jay McCurry spoke in regards to having two utility 

trailers, which he uses to keep his property in compliance with other city 

ordinances.  He needs a place to park his trailers, both are licensed, 

both are well marked so they can be seen at night.  He parks them at the 

back end of his lot so they are not on a corner blocking the view for 

drivers.  Mrs. Swimley explained that the ordinance simply states that one 

can park a trailer on the street for 72-hours and then it will need to be 

moved to another location.  Beth McCurry spoke in frustration regarding 

campers parked on the streets but she does not feel frustrated about 

trailers parked on the streets.  Melissa Christoffersen questioned being 

gone for more than three days and provided an example of being vacation 

when all family members leave from one location, leaving vehicles at one 

home.  James Hegar spoke again that he does not see how practical it will 

be to move a trailer every 72-hours.  Bud Griffin commented on the City 

allowing 18-wheel tractor-trailers in the residential area.  He asked, 

“Are the City streets supportive enough and engineered to hold 18-

wheelers?”  Jane Roedel asked what the original intent was in drafting 

this ordinance. 

 

Ordinance Committee chair, Teri Whitesitt, spoke regarding the committee’s 

initial intent.  The ordinance on the “books” was not being enforced often 

so the Council asked law enforcement not to enforce it for one year as a 

trial period to see what would happen.  After a few months the public 

started to complain about this or that not being moved and asked the 

Council to start enforcing the parking regulation ordinance.  Susan 

Swimley added the old way this ordinance was written allowed someone to 

move the trailer/vehicle mere inches and then say, “I moved it.”  This 

language makes it clearer when law enforcement sees something parked in 

the same location for multiple days.  Sgt. Peterson spoke regarding the 

McCurry’s use of their trailer and keeping their property nice because of 

that use.  He added, “There are a ton of boats parked on the streets all 

winter when people do not use them.  The ordinance was hard to enforce.  

The Council agreed to let it go for one year and see how it went.  After 

the one year he informed the Council that parking was a mess on each block 

in the City.  This ordinance is easily written black and white so that law 

enforcement can enforce easily using their own discretion – some people 

will be a victim of the others around them because of this.  The City has 

been trying to come up with a way to make parking violations easily 

enforced.  If we allow one to do it, we must allow everyone to do it.”  

Sgt. Peterson also spoke to Mr. Hegar regarding already violating a zoning 

ordinance – although not a criminal violation Mr. Hegar is violating a 

civil law.  There was a brief debate regarding the camper he is living in 



** Page 4 **    A SUMMARY OF PROCEEDINGS OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF THREE 

FORKS, MONTANA, OCTOBER 10TH, 2017  

 
being hooked up to city water – not a line but a hose.  Mr. Hegar said 

that the city is taking his home away by enacting this ordinance.  Kelly 

Smith reported the City receives a lot of complaints about people living 

in campers throughout town. 

 

Mrs. Swimley added that campers are not built the same way as mobile 

homes; they have different safety regulations because they are considered 

temporary residences.  They are designed and built differently for what is 

acceptable and safe for residential, long-term living.  From a legal 

standpoint, the building standards are the fundamental difference between 

a camper, a trailer, and a house.  Beth McCurry suggested changing the 

verbiage to “living quarters” and not trailers/campers.  What if she has 

family come and she needs to have her family use the bed in the camper?  

Sgt. Peterson said that is similar to what Melissa Christoffersen asked 

earlier.  He requested the Council make the ordinance black and white and 

then gave the example of someone speeding through a stop sign and him 

being able to stop the person, and give them a warning or a ticket.  He 

asked the Council to allow officer discretion rather than a permitting 

system.  He understands family comes and visits; he understands that we 

have a lot of visitors over rodeo weekend.  He spoke regarding the 

gentleman (who spoke earlier and has left already) living in his camper 

for a couple months, some have been living in their campers for over three 

years. 

 

Kelly Bugland spoke that she loves this ordinance.  She has campers and 

trailers and knows it will be a pain to move them every 72-hours.  As a 

property manager she also states in her lease that there is no parking 

these extra vehicles on the streets for storage.  Regarding living in 

campers she believes it is highly unsafe. As an emergency responder, she 

feels it unsafe when she is responding to an ambulance call and cannot 

find the address and sees a camper in this vicinity.  It becomes a safety 

concern for her and she will not go into the camper without law 

enforcement.  She thanked the Council for their hard work on this 

ordinance.  The Mayor encouraged everyone to address their comments to the 

Council as this is their decision.  He only votes if there is a tie, and 

with five Council members present tonight that probably will not happen. 

 

Sgt. Peterson spoke regarding comments he has received, some signed and 

some unsigned, regarding the complaints the Sheriff’s Office receives for 

them not enforcing this ordinance.  Matt Bugland spoke in support of this 

ordinance.  He commended law enforcement for their understanding of having 

a black and white law and being able to see the gray.  There was 
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discussion regarding kid sleep outs in tents in the back yard now 

essentially being banned.  However, Sgt. Peterson said that is where the 

law enforcement’s discretion comes into play. 

 

Tony Sorensen asked regarding recreational vehicles in an alley.  Everyone 

uses the alley as a main thoroughfare to the post office from Front 

Street.  He questioned about the loading/unloading of a vehicle blocking 

the through traffic.  Sgt. Peterson said loading/unloading will typically 

be gone by the time law enforcement gets dispatched to a complaint call if 

someone is blocking the road.  Loading and unloading usually takes little 

time.  Jay McCurry stated his alley does not have the 20-foot right-of-way 

because his neighboring property encroaches into the alley with all their 

items stored there and weeds. 

 

 

Councilman Chancellor moved to approve Ordinance #376-2017, an ordinance 

amending Title 7 of the Three Forks Municipal Code Clarifying the 

Limitation of Parking Certain Vehicles on City Streets.  Councilman 

Whitesitt seconded the motion.  Public Comment: Jane Roedel spoke 

regarding the title of the ordinance not stating “and properties”.  Kelly 

Bugland argued that she attended ordinance training and the title of the 

law is not the “meat” of it.  John Dalton again asked the Council to 

please not enforce this until spring time.  There were no further 

comments. 

Motion Passed Unanimously.  This ordinance will take effect in 30-days. 

 

Public Hearing and Decision on a Request by Kim Welch (Gregg Messel) for a 

Conditional Use Permit for Property Located at Block 23, Lot 5 of the 

Original Plat (commonly known as 320 2nd Avenue East) to Operate a Dog 

Grooming Business in the Garage of the Property 

The Mayor explained the hearing process to the public of Staff Report, 

Applicant Presentation, Board Questions, Public Comment, Applicant 

Rebuttal, and finally Board Discussion/Decision.  He turned the 

presentation over to Zoning & Planning Board Chairman George Chancellor. 

 

George Chancellor explained this was brought to the Zoning & Planning 

Board three weeks ago and passed Planner Ralph Johnson’s 12-point test.  

He read the recommendation in Mr. Johnson’s staff report into the record, 

“Public comment must be considered, however, assuming no significant 

comments as to the contrary staff recommends approval of the Kim Welch 

request for a Conditional Use Permit to operate a Dog Grooming Home 

Occupation at 320 2
nd
 Ave. East, Three Forks, MT.”  
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Applicant Presentation: Kim Welch spoke regarding her business being low 

volume, only operating 3 days a week.  It is a drop-off situation of up to 

six dogs a day as that is all she can handle.  She will not be open on 

Sundays. 

 

Public Comment: The Mayor read Mickie Imberi’s public comment at the 

Zoning meeting in support of having a local dog groomer.  Jay McCurry 

spoke regarding being a neighboring property to this application and 

questioned the access to the garage.  He worried that a customer may park 

in the alley to hurry pick-up or drop-off.  Kim Welch said that she would 

talk to each customer and tell them that parking will be required in the 

three spaces provided.  Sally Griffin spoke regarding her being the former 

City Clerk for Belgrade.  Belgrade also allowed a home occupation of a dog 

groomer years ago.  As the clerk she heard many noise complaints, but as a 

customer of the groomer she understood that at times there may be four 

dogs at one time which may cause barking.  She sympathized with the 

complainants during her time as City Clerk though. 

 

The Mayor closed Public Comment. 

 

Applicant Rebuttal: Kim Welch spoke regarding holding short days and 

usually being finished for the day by the time her kids are out of school.  

There will not be a lot of caged dogs and multiple holdovers for her 

clients.  Teri Whitesitt asked if Kim would be caging dogs inside if there 

was a need to cage them.  Mrs. Welch answered yes they would be inside.  

She added she works closely with her clients to ensure the dog’s 

happiness.  She continued she has done this profession for 20 years and 

she also does not want to be around barking dogs all day. 

 

Councilman Smith moved to approve for Kim Welch this dog grooming business 

at 320 2
nd
 Avenue E.  Councilman Chancellor seconded the motion.  There 

were no further comments. 

Motion Passed Unanimously. 

 

Public Hearing and Decision on a Request by Jane Roedel for a Conditional 

Use Permit for Property Located at Block 7, Lots 5 & 6 of the Original 

Plat (commonly known as 120 E. Birch Street) to Operate a Bed & Breakfast-

style Rental of Two Rooms within the Home via Advertisements like “Air 

B&B” 

The Mayor turned the presentation over to Zoning & Planning Board Chairman 

George Chancellor.  George read the recommendation of Ralph Johnson’s 
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staff report as well as two letters of support from Kristen Schillinger, 

and Bill & Laurie Mack.  The staff report stated, “Public comment must be 

considered, however, assuming no significant comments as to the contrary 

staff recommends approval of the Jane Roedel request for a conditional use 

permit to operate a bed and breakfast home at 120 East Birch St, Three 

Forks, MT.” 

 

There was no applicant presentation. 

 

There were no Council comments. 

 

Public Comment: Mayor Hamilton read supportive comments which were stated 

at the Zoning & Planning meeting on 9/21/2017 by Phyllis Norman, Kelly 

Bugland, and Mickie Imberi.  There was no new public comment. 

 

Councilman Chancellor moved to approve the Conditional Use Permit for Jane 

Roedel for 120 E. Birch Street with the conditions that she follow all 

state laws and get a city business license.  Councilman Nelson seconded 

the motion.  There was no public comment. 

Motion Passed Unanimously. 

 

Public Hearing and Decision on a Conditional Use Permit for Front Street 

Home, LLC (Mickie Imberi) for a Conditional Use Permit for Property 

Located at Block 3, Lots 5 & 6 Buttelman Addition, (commonly known as 122 

& 118 W. Front Street) to Build a Multi-family Residence 

The Mayor turned the presentation over to Zoning & Planning Board Chairman 

George Chancellor.  George read the recommendation of Ralph Johnson’s 

staff report into the record, “Public comment must be considered, however, 

assuming no significant comments as to the contrary staff recommends 

approval of the Mickie Imberi application for a conditional use permit to 

convert a single family residence into a multi-family duplex (two family) 

residence at 118 West Front, Three Forks, MT.”  He added Mrs. Swimley’s 

suggested conditions that off-street parking be made available at all 

times, and have no separate titles so that the properties cannot be 

transferred separately.  George explained that there was considerable 

conversation at the Zoning meeting regarding the porch being able to 

support the breezeway, not having a 2-car garage, decreased property 

values, property not kept up, a garage which is never used, double-parking 

on the street was mentioned several times.  Mickie Imberi rebutted at that 

meeting the breezeway is not structural and parking is not her 

responsibility.  There was also concern that this is not a traditional 

duplex and how the porch is going to be fastened to the new mobile home.  
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Ultimately, the Zoning & Planning Board did not provide a recommendation 

to the City Council. 

 

Applicant Presentation: Mickie Imberi stated that according to the 12-

point test of the State she has met all the intents of the zoning 

ordinance.  She has no problem agreeing to not sell the property 

separately.  She corrected this is not a duplex; it falls under the City 

ordinance of a multi-family home.  The porch Mr. Chancellor referred to is 

not structural.  She brought pictures because she heard several comments 

at the Zoning meeting, “Are trailer houses really where we want Three 

Forks to go?”  She counted 15 mobile homes on the stretch of Front Street 

and adjoining half block of Adams Street.  She passed pictures to the 

Council to review noting the owner names she found on Cadastral, with 

tenants or owner-occupied if she knew them.  She said she may have some 

errors but wanted to respond to those comments.  She did not believe there 

were any ordinances regarding properties being owner-occupied.  She said 

the comments of the property not being kept up is a false statement and 

were offensive to her and her tenants.  She has never received a city 

violation on the property’s maintenance.  Regarding the parking violations 

she has documented any parking complaints to her tenant when she saw them.  

Jax Huelle, the tenant at 122 Front Street, was not aware of any of these 

issues the neighbors had.  No neighbor ever expressed these concerns to 

him.  He is the one who lives here and requested the neighbors contact him 

if they have any issues.  He has taken action on any complaints that were 

relayed to him and hoped he did the work according to his neighbor’s 

satisfaction. 

 

Councilman Nelson said he drove past this property twice today and did not 

see any violations or ill-repair.  Mr. Huelle said if there were issues he 

would definitely take care of them after work hours, so it would take 

place in the evenings once he was aware of neighbor’s concerns.  Sgt. 

Peterson spoke regarding Crystal relaying the double-parking issue after 

it was reported at the Zoning & Planning meeting.  He was never aware of 

the parking issue upon patrolling through town.  He sent the news went out 

to all of the west-end deputies and none of them have ever had any 

complaints submitted to law enforcement.  Fawn Venzor spoke that she lives 

down the street and has witnessed a double-parking issue only once.  

Colleen Gibbs spoke that she cleans Mickie’s properties after renters move 

out.  She testified that Mickie is a high energy person and would take 

care of any issues once alerted of the issue(s).  Matt Bugland said we are 

talking about “letter of the law,” understanding that one buys a home 

built over the lot makes the extra lot pretty cheap because it is 
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unbuildable.  Jackie Sorensen spoke regarding since the last meeting she 

has not witnessed any double-parking.  She does not have issues with a 

rental, or taking the old out and putting two new things in, or building a 

stick-built multi-family dwelling.  However, she does have a problem with 

two trailers and a structure in between to call it multi-family housing.  

This is her neighbor’s property rights, but she feels it devalues her 

home.  Kelly Bugland spoke regarding her previous similar application, 

although it was two stick-built structures.  She was voted down because of 

neighbors’ opposition unless she built two two-car garages for the tenants 

to park in.  She asked Kelly Smith to research for her how many 

applications had come to the Board for multi-family dwellings and how many 

were approved, denied or approved with conditions.  Kelly Smith replied 

that she does not know how many had conditions on their approval to 

construct garages.  However, two recent applications (Ian Taylor and Brian 

Koelzer) provided garages in their applications without a condition.  

Kelly Bugland also stated she believes the City has already set precedent 

to construct garages.  Jim Sitton spoke regarding his property neighboring 

this application and explained his background (City boards, building 

inspector).  He said this application for a 39-year old trailer being 

attached to a 10-year old trailer connected by a breezeway, is just a 

patio in between two trailers.  He said he and his wife (not present) were 

both opposed to this application. 

 

The Mayor added other comments heard at the Zoning & Planning meeting who 

did not also speak tonight were from Amber Hargrove in support but with 

questions regarding floodplain requirements, and Tony Sorensen regarding 

kept up properties and safety issues with the double-parking. 

 

Applicant Rebuttal: Mickie Imberi said it may be a 1978 trailer but it has 

been resided and looks in better condition. The trailer to be added is two 

years old, not ten years old.  In response to Jim Sitton’s comments at the 

Zoning meeting when he stated he had not been in the property – Mr. Sitton 

was the home inspector for this property when she purchased it and he did 

not cite anything that needed replaced/repaired in his inspection report.  

She commented regarding two parking spaces being required, but the 

ordinances do not state they have to be within a garage. 

 

The Mayor added one public comment he missed previously from Dean Folkvord 

urging, “The Council to make a decision based on quality, progressive and 

value adding properties that will enhance the value of Montana’s Favorite 

Small Town.” 
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Susan Swimley asked the Council to consider 11-12-4 which says, “The City 

Council may make the granting of a conditional use permit subject to 

reasonable limitations or conditions as it may deem necessary to enhance 

the appearance of the property, to reduce any adverse effects on nearby 

property or residences, to preserve the character of the area or to make 

it more acceptable in other ways.” 

 

Dennis Nelson asked if the Zoning & Planning were asked to justify why 

they did not make a motion.  Susan Swimley replied yes; those comments are 

Findings [of Fact and Order] as to why members did not make a motion.  

Dennis Nelson asked Jackie Sorensen to confirm that her main concern is 

now the aesthetics of this project.  She agreed.  Mickie Imberi said that 

the current home is brown and tan as is the other one, and both are vinyl 

sided.  The current home has a metal roof where the new home has a 

shingled roof. 

 

Dennis Nelson added that he went and looked at the new mobile homes today 

in Belgrade and would disagree with Mrs. Imberi’s statement that the 

colors match.  Teri Whitesitt asked what Mrs. Imberi could do to appease 

the Sorensen’s concerns.  Mrs. Sorensen, being on the spot she did not 

have something specific, but felt it was a band-aided way to put a 

proposal together.  She feels there are ways to do things right and wrong, 

and this is a way to do it wrong.  She does not have problems with mobile 

homes, she lives in one as well.  Tony Sorensen asked Mickie Imberi if she 

planned on building a second garage. Susan Swimley answered the plan shows 

off-street parking, some of which are in the garage, some not in a garage.    

 

Dennis Nelson is very concerned about the negative input from the 

neighbors, the various reasons listed, and that seven Zoning & Planning 

members (all after sitting through a long hearing) came up with a number 

of negative reasons they could not send a recommendation.  He has come up 

with three negative public protests, then three more of the members’ 

concerns of the public, four existing structural concerns, and four “lack 

of plans” concerns.  He assumes that goes to the blueprints drawn and 

structural integrity, colors and siding.  He is concerned with the lack of 

a housing all over the valley, based on his concern for the fit for the 

neighborhood.  He would propose we not grant the conditional use permit at 

this time.  If the applicant would like to come back with architectural 

plans, engineering plans, and obviously floodplain will need to be 

addressed, in a way that this can fit better to match the surrounding 

community he would not be against relooking at this project.  Mrs. Swimley 

asked Dennis if he felt he had enough information to form conditions that 
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would enhance this property.  He stated he could come up with color 

schemes, but he has a concern with the floodplain.  He asked if the 

property is in the floodplain.  Ron Imberi replied yes, but they have an 

elevation certicate.  Kelly Smith explained that the old trailer would 

need certified as well once they are joined together.  Dennis asked about 

the old one having to be jacked up if it is required to be brought 2-feet 

above Base Flood Elevation.  Susan asked if it would be better to table 

this and have the applicant provide more information.  Dennis said he 

would not be comfortable approving this permit tonight.  Mr. Imberi asked 

what other negativity exists, specifically directing his comments to Mrs. 

Sorensen.  There was discussion regarding two separate buildings and a 

breezeway. 

 

Susan Swimley commented that Ralph Johnson has agreed by constructing this 

breezeway he would find it to be one structure.  She asked the Council 

again if they feel they can grant the CUP or add conditions to reduce the 

adverse effects on nearby properties.  If they cannot impose conditions 

then the Council is saying no.  The Council owes it to the applicant to 

explain “Yes, it meets it” or “No, but it would with these conditions,” or 

“No, it does not.” 

 

George Chancellor spoke regarding the application passing the 12-point 

test, but barely by the way the plan is to fasten this together.  He does 

not see a way to attach these with structural integrity at this point.  He 

also feels it does not meet the definition of a duplex.  George stated he 

does not like the way it looks, nor would he like it in his neighborhood 

and feels if it were in their neighborhood the applicant would also not 

like this next to them.  He previously suggested to the applicant that 

they remove the overlapping structure and then the new structure on its 

own lot will work.  Susan Swimley said the option to remove the 

overlapping structure is not a condition the Council could place for a 

conditional approval tonight. 

 

For the record, Ed Tharp whispered in agreement with George’s comments. 

 

Teri Whitesitt spoke she sees two separate buildings that do not match.  

The only thing she can think of which could help her approve this, would 

be to have the exact same siding, same windows, and same roofing 

materials.  Susan clarified under the category of “reducing the adverse 

effects on nearby property or residences” and improve the character of the 

neighborhood, could Teri propose a condition to have uniformity in both 

structures?  Susan Swimley asked the other Council members for their 
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input.  Sharon Smith said she agrees with both George and Teri’s 

statements, but to have a “mis-match” she would not want that in her 

neighborhood either. 

 

The Mayor asked Mickie if she could agree to identical siding, windows and 

roofing.  Mickie questioned about property being measured 1-foot inside 

the sidewalk many years ago and the possibility of the structure may or 

may not overlap 1-foot into the other (vacant) lot?  Kelly Smith said that 

a survey would be required in order to prove that.  Mickie continued her 

questioning regarding if the existing structure is just 1-foot over the 

property line could she modify the structure to be in compliance right on 

the property line?  Mrs. Swimley said that would most likely bring the 

existing structure into compliance, but she was unsure if the 10-feet 

setback for the new structure would need to be modified.  Jim Sitton said 

that he did a boundary realignment for the same scenario years ago in 

order to meet the 10-foot setback between the two homes.  Kelly Bugland 

corrected that according to the application, it states that the structure 

is over the property line by 2-feet.  The Mayor reiterated that a survey 

would answer that. 

 

Susan returned to Mickie asking her to Teri’s question about a condition 

to unify the two buildings.  Mickie said she would hate to think that she 

would have to re-side both units when both are in good condition.  Ron 

Imberi added that the colors are very similar browns, even painting seems 

excessive.  Mickie added this would cause a lot of heartburn.  Susan 

clarified if the Council can apply a condition that would enhance the 

neighborhood, even understanding the applicant does not want to spend the 

money, it may be what the Council needs in order to approve this 

application.  Dennis Nelson stated he still has a hard time with the front 

elevation, even if both units aesthetically matched.  It still does not 

lend to an appealing project in his opinion unless there is something 

which can be done with the center roofline.  George Chancellor said the 

public’s input weighs heavily on his mind, adding Items #9 and #10 on the 

12-point list do not pass the public’s approval.  Susan questioned Mr. 

Chancellor, “You mean it does not pass your approval?”  He replied, 

“Actually not, I represent the public.”  Teri Whitesitt asked if this 

could be tabled until the applicant gets a survey done if that is where 

they want to go.  Mrs. Swimley said the Council may table it and ask for 

more information. 

 

Councilwoman Whitesitt moved that we table this and get more information, 

whether it’s a survey or what you are willing to do with the condition to 
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make it more appealing.  And I do agree with the roofline, it looks piece-

mealed together and the thing that makes me (interruption by Mr. Imberi 

and the Mayor and Attorney interjected this is not a public debate 

anymore) if I were to drive by this without anything matching and 

different roofing materials I would not think it was an appealing 

property.  But if it had matching windows, matching siding, matching 

roofing, and even down here you have brick drawn and then some kind of 

other siding, if that was all the same.  So my motion is to table it and 

get more info from Mickie and what she would be willing, what she is 

willing to do, I think a survey would help.  Motion died for lack of a 

second. 

 

Councilman Chancellor moved that we do not approve this conditional use 

permit for Mickie Imberi at 118 E. Front Street.  Councilman Tharp 

seconded the motion via a hand raise.  There were no other comments by the 

public or Council. 

Motion Passed Unanimously. 

 

Crystal Turner explained to the public that the recording is not the 

official record.  The Council has never adopted the recordings as a way of 

keeping our records; they are used to aid the clerks in completing a 

written copy of the meeting as the record. 

 

 

REPORT OF OFFICERS 

There was a disruption as many left the room, and Librarian Christoffersen 

ensured everyone she had showered.  Those present erupted in laughter. 

Library Director Melissa Christoffersen asked those present what building 

in Three Forks has the most stories?  The library, or course!  She shared 

that Board chair, and vice-chair, Fawn Venzor and Sally Griffin are also 

present tonight.  The Library Director reported that the Library offers an 

annual report: 87 children finished the summer reading program, which is 

up by about 80 children the previous year!  The Library had 347 visitors 

attend the eclipse party.  48 kids attended a life-size Candyland game.  

We did have a lot of participants attend the Trails & Books program 

utilizing the local trail system to host at “Story Trail”.  Library cards 

are up over 12%, patronage is up 22% and we think it is because if we plan 

it they will come.  “We have amazing customers,” Melissa added. 

 

This year the Library received a grant to start a “things” library.  Those 

with a library card will be able to borrow outdoor equipment.  Melissa 

reported she has very helpful staff which help come up with innovative 
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ideas, and board members who help volunteer time and help us raise money.  

She continued by thanking the patrons, the Friends of the Three Forks 

Library who hold an annual book sales, the Council for giving us more 

money this year (she profusely thanked the Council for budgeting extra 

money to the Library this year) and the volunteers and staff at City Hall 

for providing advice.  

 

The Mayor added the Library staff and the Board have done a tremendous 

job. 

 

Fawn Venzor thanked the City for allowing her to work part-time this past 

summer to learn the flipside of the library and what employees see as 

needs from the Library patrons. 

 

City Treasurer Kelly Smith reported that she met with one member of the 

School board, the Superintendent, Principals, and the architects last 

night at the School Board building committee meeting.  They had not taken 

into account the floodplain yet in their project proposal.  It was a good 

meeting.  It opened their eyes to think about how their proposal will work 

within the floodplain guidelines.  It will be recapped at the next School 

Board meeting.  Mr. Dobell asked her to relay that this will be the first 

of many meetings between the School and the City. 

 

She also offered more ideas for the CIP projects: bleachers for the 

Fairgrounds (the Board is going to meet 11/6/17 at 7PM to discuss 

bleachers specifically), a crane for Randy’s truck so he does not manually 

lift sewer manhole covers, and rehabilitation of the outfall line through 

Old Town. 

 

City Clerk Crystal Turner reported Great West Engineering informed her 

they will be presenting at the 2018 Rural Water School on our wastewater 

improvement project.  Great West has suggested if any of the Water/Sewer 

Committee members wish to present with them, they are welcome.  Let 

Crystal know of any interest and she will get this information to Great 

West. 

 

City Attorney Susan Swimley did not have a report. 

 

Sgt. Peterson did not have a report. 

 

 

REPORT OF COUNCIL COMMITTEES 
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There were no Council committee reports. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

There was no new business tonight. 

 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Wastewater Project 

Dennis Nelson reported on the Mixing Zone Study status.  Great West 

Engineering will prepare a draft for DEQ and then they will have sixty 

days to review it before we have their recommended changes. 

 

Also Wendell reported to him that the winter heater issues have returned 

at the Headworks Building.  He will get a hold of Titan today and find out 

about warranty work. 

 

Kelly Smith added that we did receive a quote for the new heating source 

from Empire Heating and Cooling Co. for the Headworks Building in the 

amount of $20,080.00.  We only need Steven to sign the quote and then we 

can close out the project. 

 

Dennis updated regarding the Water Main Extension project – Ash Street is 

the only street incomplete at this time.  The fire hydrant still needs set 

on the corner of Ash and 7
th
 Avenue E.  They hope to complete it next week.  

Then asphalt will be completed over the new water line, as well as the 

Fire Hall sidewalks to be removed and asphalted. 

 

The Mayor asked for permission to sign off on the heating system quote for 

the wastewater project.  Councilman Tharp “so moved.”  Councilwoman 

Whitesitt seconded the motion.  There was no public comment. 

Motion Passed Unanimously. 

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS/CONCERNS 

Kelly Bugland said since Colleen Gibbs brought up the speeding on 2
nd
 

Avenue E, she wanted to bring up the speeding on Jefferson Street which 

she had previously brought up to the Mayor and to Law Enforcement.  What 

does it take to get a stop sign, or a speed bump?  Jefferson Street is an 

area proposed for another trail of the Headwaters Trail System.  There was 

discussion regarding stop signs – Sgt. Peterson said usually a speed study 

comes from accidents occurring.  Mrs. Gibbs said what will happen if 
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someone gets hits, if that is what it takes to trigger a speed study, she 

will sue the City if it is her child. 

 

Teri Whitesitt asked how many speeding tickets the Sheriff Office has 

written in the past month.  Sgt. Peterson responded, “Probably less than 

5.”  People see police cars and do not speed in front of them.  “We go to 

the place where all these complaints are made and can sit there for two 

hours and not witness a single violation.”  The public suggested Law 

Enforcement hiding.  Susan Swimley stated that would be entrapment.  Sgt. 

Peterson said that 90% of their jobs are not speeding violations, they are 

criminal violations.  There was quite a discussion regarding speeding or 

stop sign violators.  Matt Bugland asked if the City could invest in one 

of those flashing signs that shows your speed – typically people’s self 

realization may cause them to slow down, the guy behind you speeding sees 

your speed so also reduces his speed, and it progresses.  Sgt. Peterson 

said they had a flashing sign and it lasted about six months it was 

expensive, and the computers out in the cold end up dying.  The Mayor will 

look into it just in case there is something viable for the cold weather.  

He ended with, “We aren’t ignoring you; we’ll keep looking.” 

 

Fawn Venzor suggested a clever verbiage sign that would take a different 

approach than the negative norm. 

 

Gloria Howland commented how nice it is to have people attending the City 

Council meeting and providing comments for a change. 

 

 

MAYOR & COUNCIL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

There was no Council announcement. 

 

The Mayor said with Ms. Roedel’s application tonight he wondered if the 

City needed to have the Ordinance Committee address “Air B&B” style 

buildings.  He also complimented Mickie Imberi on the shirts she made for 

Gavin Foth #GStrong.  He read the letter of appreciation to the Council, 

and those present, from Lavon Flynn on the recognition she was given at 

the last meeting. 

 

 

AGENDA ITEMS FOR NEXT COUNCIL MEETING: 10/22/2017 

There are no items scheduled for the next agenda. 
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ADJOURNMENT 

Mayor Hamilton asked if there was any other item to come before the 

Council tonight and if not for a motion to adjourn.  Councilman Chancellor 

“so moved” to adjourn.  Councilman Nelson seconded the motion.  There was 

no public comment.    

Motion Passed Unanimously. (9:50 P.M.) 

 

 

 

               

Steven B. Hamilton, Mayor    Crystal Turner, City Clerk 


