
** Page 1 **    A SUMMARY OF PROCEEDINGS OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 

CITY OF THREE FORKS, MONTANA, JUNE 12TH, 2018 

 
JUNE 12TH, 2018, The Three Forks City Council met in session in City Hall 

at 206 Main Street, and was presided over by Mayor Steven B. Hamilton.  

Mayor Hamilton called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. for the SECOND 

meeting of JUNE 2018. 

 

 

PRESENT: Council members George Chancellor, Deb Mickelberry, Gene 

Townsend, Ed Tharp, Dennis Nelson, and Teri Whitesitt.  City Clerk Crystal 

Turner and City Treasurer Kelly Smith were also present. 

 

The record reflects that a quorum was present, with the attendance of six 

(6) council members, and the meeting was held. 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag was led by Mayor Hamilton.  

Reminder to the public that the meeting was being recorded and a reminder 

for all those present to review the policies of conduct on the back on the 

agenda. 

 

 

GUESTS: Julie Kostelecky, Rob Norman, Kelly Bugland, Neal Story, Ruth 

Story, Erin Schattauer, Mike Hedegaard, Allison Brennan, (Matt Bugland 

arrived at 7:33). 

 

 

The Mayor asked if there were any other PUBLIC COMMENTS not on the agenda. 

Seeing none, the Mayor introduced the CONSENT AGENDA. 

 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

a) Approval of Claims to Mail Utility Bills in the Amount of $158.67 

b) Approval of Claims per List 

c) Approval of Fair Board Claims per List 

d) Approval of Meeting Minutes from May 22, 2018 

e) Approval of the Zoning & Planning Board Meeting Minutes of 

November 17, 2017 

 

Councilman Nelson moved we approve the Consent Agenda.  Councilman 

Chancellor seconded the motion.  There was no public comment. 

Motion Passed Unanimously. 

 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 
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Presentation of the Audit of City of Three Forks’ Financials for Year 

Ended 6/30/2017 (Rudd & Company) 

Julie Kostelecky introduced herself and reminded all this report is for 

one year ago.  She directed the Council to the Independent Auditor’s 

Report on pages 2-4, and the Management Discussion and Analysis (MD&A) 

starting on page 5.  The Independent Auditor’s Report is really what the 

City is requesting an firm accounting for: a thorough review noting a 

“clean audit”.  The city of Three Forks’ audit is a “clean audit” and not 

a “qualified audit” which would mean changes need to occur in order to 

pass audit standards.  The MD&A could be referred to as the “laymen’s 

explanation of the city’s finances”.  Julie said, “For people who do not 

understand numbers like an accountant, this is where you would read the 

overall health [or ailment] of a city’s financial statements.”  She 

continued, “The good news is that if the City [of Three Forks] were to 

close its doors today, it could return about $1.9 million to the tax 

payers after selling all the assets.” 

 

Next, she drew the Council’s attention to page 8.  This table shows the 

changes in the City’s net position.  Near the bottom of this table you 

will see a “prior period adjustment” in the amount of $246,884.  This is 

the Three Forks Fire Relief Association fund.  GASB rules changed and 

although this money is sitting in an account and it really close to being 

fully funded, we cannot use the balance of savings against the liability 

unless it is in an irrevocable trust.  The good news is the State of 

Montana changed state law to allow that if the City is contributing the 

same amount as is being collected annually, it does not have to be 

reported as a finding in the audit report.  Since the City has been 

contributing more than the amounts collected annually, you will not see an 

audit finding in this report. 

 

Susan Swimley asked if the relief association liability looks bad if the 

City were to go out for a bond.  Julie said the bonding agencies are not 

saying yet if the liability will affect cities.  Dennis Nelson asked about 

the requirement in the upcoming years to keep a level of fundability.  

Julie responded for the State, the only requirement is to cover the 

current benefits to the retirees, and the City is doing more than that 

right now.  Dennis replied, “Then we could drop the extra mills?”  Julie 

replied the gap was around $50,000 and yes, once the money was in the 

relief association pension fund, those mills could be dropped.  Kelly 

Smith asked if the relief association has to be being fully funded before 

dropping mills, we just collect what our current payouts are or keep 

collecting to maintain being fully funded.  Julie answered, “Fully 



** Page 3 **    A SUMMARY OF PROCEEDINGS OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 

CITY OF THREE FORKS, MONTANA, JUNE 12TH, 2018 

 
funded.”  Gene Townsend asked about the actuarial studies.  He was unaware 

the City had continued performing actuarial studies on the fire relief 

fund.  Julie and Kelly explained the City has done two more studies since 

the City first began this journey, and Julie added there is no more 

finding in the audit reports now.  Gene stated it is not bad to have a 

finding on your audit as it alerted us to know we needed to constantly be 

working on having enough money to pay the current pensions and the 

pensions of the future.  Julie agreed and explained the GASB changes 

regarding how often actuarial studies must be completed, and that helps 

gage how well you are working to improve the issue. 

 

Pages 94 and 95 talk about the previous years’ findings and the current 

audit year’s finding.  For FY16/17 there is only one finding regarding how 

the books are being recorded for the Fair/Rodeo grounds which will be the 

last year as the City is now doing the books for them. 

 

Julie reviewed the letter she had distributed which explains the audit 

process.  Julie stated the City did not have any issues; Kelly and Crystal 

were very accommodating during the auditors on-site visit, and they did 

not find any issues with the way they were performing their duties, checks 

and balances. 

 

Gene Townsend asked if anyone audits the Relief Association?  Julie said 

not to her knowledge, but they do have to submit an annual report to the 

State. 

 

Kelly reminded Julie this is the last year we will have projects noted on 

our audit as well.  Julie said the DEQ has also stated the City is in full 

compliance with the water and wastewater projects. 

 

The Mayor realized this is a lot to ingest all at one time, so he will put 

the decision to accept the audit report on the next agenda for approval by 

Council action. 

 

Public Hearing and Decision on a Request by Neal Story for a Conditional 

Use Permit for Property Located at Block 56, Lot 10A of the Milwaukee Land 

Company 1st Addition, (Commonly Known as 613 1st Ave East) to Operate a 

Short Term Vacation Rental within the Home via Advertisements like “Air 

B&B” 

Kelly Smith recapped the hearing of the Zoning & Planning meeting.  She  

Explained Ralph Johnson’s staff report and entered it into the record, 

noting there were three recommended conditions by the Zoning & Planning 
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Board.  Those conditions were: #1) the applicant shall obtain and maintan 

a license to operate a public accommodation (tourist home/rental) from the 

Montana Department of Public Health and Human Services; #2) the applicant 

shall provide a copy of such license to the City of Three Forks Zoning 

Official; and #3) the applicant shall obtain a City business license.  

There was also discussion at the Zoning & Planning Meeting for the 

applicant to provide “house rules”.  Kelly asked the Story’s if they had 

finalized their rules and brought those tonight. 

 

Applicant Neal Story distributed to the Council the house rules to be 

implemented for anyone staying in the home should this CUP be granted.  He 

explained the kids are grown and out of the house now and they have three 

empty bedrooms for which they hope to rent out. 

 

Gene Townsend asked how cumbersome the Gallatin County Environmental 

Health Department permit is to obtain.  Ruth Story said it is very 

cumbersome.  She has spent many hours completing the application.   

 

Susan Swimley asked if the applicants would be OK if the Council added a 

condition to require the Story’s to maintain the off-street parking spaces 

noted on the application, as well as a condition to allow the Council to 

include the Story’s “House Rules” into the permit?  Neal Story testified 

yes, he would be agreeable to that. 

 

Public Comment: Kelly Bugland asked if the property owner will be present 

onsite while the rooms are rented.  Mr. Story said yes, they will be on 

site. 

 

Councilwoman Whitesitt moved that we approve the Air B&B for Neal Story, 

with the conditions that the House Rules will be incorporated into the 

minutes and the parking spots will be maintained.  (Susan Swimley asked, 

“And the three conditions in the Staff Report?”)  Yes.  Councilman Tharp 

seconded the motion.  There was neither Council discussion nor public 

comments.  Mayor Hamilton commented as a neighbor he believed it will be 

just fine, noting the Story’s are good neighbors. 

Motion Passed Unanimously. 

 

 

REPORT OF OFFICERS 

City Treasurer Kelly Smith did not have a report. 
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City Clerk Crystal Turner reported on three upcoming trainings she 

forwarded via email to those who receive emails, and placed copies in the 

Council boxes for those who do not check email.  These were Grant Training 

July 25-26 in Billings; Montana League of Cities & Towns in Butte, 

September 26-28; and Mountain and Resort Town Planning Summit in Canada 

November 28-December 1.  She also reported she has completed the 2020 

Census address verification.  It was a difficult program to navigate in 

order to compare our addresses with their list, but she finally completed 

the review after about a week of entries. 

 

Sgt. McDonough reported distributed a three month call list for the valley 

deputies and the Three Forks resident deputies. 

 

City Attorney Susan Swimley helped Crystal draft a Request for Proposals 

(RFP) for the Planning services, she attended the final negotiation 

meeting with the committee and Sheriff, and exchanged drafts with the 

Undersheriff.  Milwaukee Road easement and parking is still under 

investigation.  We need to locate the easement on record to move forward 

with that project. 

 

 

REPORT OF COUNCIL COMMITTEES 

Public Safety Committee – Gene Townsend met at the Sheriff’s Office in 

hopes to finalize the negotiations.  The County offered $336,000 which the 

City countered at $330,000.  They agreed to $330,000 for the first 3 

years, and years 4 and 5 would include a 4% increase, the contract 

includes a 4
th
 deputy and the animal control for a full day per week.  

Dennis Nelson added the contract also includes better coverage during the 

“witching hour” like 11PM – 2AM.  Susan Swimley said those conditions were 

added into the written draft.  The Sheriff has to take that agreement to 

the County Commission, and we had to bring it to the Council.  Gene said, 

“We recommend it and hope you all approve it.”  He added Three Forks would 

also like to see more involvement with Broadwater County, and law 

enforcement cross coverage in the southern part in which all those people 

have 285 phone numbers and 59752 zip codes. 

 

Budget Committee – Dennis Nelson reported they had a meeting last week to 

review the General Fund’s fourth quarter expenditures to date.  The year 

is not over yet but very close to it, and everything is looking good.  The 

Committee wanted to review the budget to see if it could come up with the 

additional $30,000 needed for the increase in the law enforcement 

contract.  The Committee asked the Mayor to meet with Wendell Ewan about 
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the cost of a replacement street sweeper.  Dennis drove by Ivy Street and 

the new gravel they have laid looks really nice and has improved the 

drive-ability of the road.  He encouraged the rest of the Council to come 

in and review Kelly Smith’s suggested breakdown of revenues into each 

fund. 

 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Decision on a Petition Requested by Rob Norman to Amend the Determination 

of the Average Sewer Rate as Allowed in #9-4-1 

Rob Norman opened the meeting explaining he and Susan Swimley got off on 

the wrong foot last time about changing the ordinance.  He read the “new 

customer” explanation from the website.  He only wants to pay for his 

usage, and wants his sewer rate to be reflective of the same usage per 

month.  “There is an awful lot of red on this page,” Mr. Norman said. 

Kelly Smith had distributed two sheets: 1) a collection of seventeen 

account, including Mr. Norman’s, showing a deficit owed by almost every 

customer if the Council were to change rates as suggested by Mr. Norman.  

The examples were of both residential and commercial customers, including 

those with and without sand point wells; 2) a three year history of Mr. 

Norman’s bill on how he was charged per the ordinance and how it should 

have been charged based on his suggestion.  The spreadsheet showing Mr. 

Norman’s account only reflects a underpayment for the 2015/2016 fiscal 

year of $216.05, another underpayment for the 2016/2017 fiscal year of 

$805.79, and finally showing an overpayment in 2017/2018 fiscal year of 

$950.60.  However, if looking at the under- and overpayments over a 

cumulative three years rather than individually it shows Mr. Norman would 

still owe the City of Three Forks $71.24. 

 

The purpose of the spreadsheet showing seventeen examples was to show the 

inadequacy of charging customers the same sewer rate as water used because 

many of them use a lot of water to irrigate outside which does not get 

treated by the wastewater system.  Mr. Norman argued, “The City was 

“jipping” itself and should charge the customers all a fair share of what 

they use and if the City is giving away water or sewer, how will it pay 

off the new, fancy wastewater treatment plant?” 

 

George Chancellor returned to the spreadsheet which only covers Razn, Inc. 

and shows that Mr. Norman did not contribute more than the base rate when 

he was using more water, but he did pay more when the cycle caught up the 

following year.  He continued that Mr. Norman did not pay any more than 

the base rate when he was using a high amount of water, so he basically 
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borrowed the money from the City.  Mr. Norman said, “That’s not right.  I 

should pay for what I use.” 

 

Kelly Smith explained the bonding company helps determine how to set rates 

in order to make your loan payments.  Matt Bugland asked if the City would 

have to hire another person to recalculate the sewer rates on a monthly 

basis.  Crystal Turner was unsure if the software program the City uses is 

capable to formatting the rates on a monthly basis.  Mr. Norman asked if 

he could just be charged for what he uses, and perhaps the City would not 

be eating all the costs that everyone else should be paying. 

 

Mr. Norman questioned why the City does not know what everyone is sending 

down the sewer.  Crystal Turner explained the City does not meter sewer 

lines, it would be very cost prohibitive to have sewage meters on every 

household hence the reason the City has selected to use a winter-month 

average of water use when you know all water is going down the drain to be 

treated.  Mr. Norman wants to be able to present how he pays his water and 

sewer to the IRS accurately.  He has been audited and had to explain to 

IRS auditors how the City comes up with its sewer rate and justify how he 

pays that. 

 

Mayor Hamilton confirmed with Mr. Norman that what he is requesting is to 

have the Council look at four other months.  Mr. Norman said, “Not 

exactly.”  The Mayor replied, “Because that is what we can do, as the 

ordinance is written right now.”  He repeated that the City’s website says 

“This is annual for all customers.”  Susan Swimley reiterated to the 

Council Mr. Norman is frustrated by the way we bill our sewer rates, but 

he is asking the Council to change the way his bill is calculated.  The 

City’s ordinance does not allow the Council to do this. 

 

The Mayor clarified what Mr. Norman is asking for would need to be 

directed the Water and Sewer Committee (Dennis Nelson, Teri Whitesitt and 

Ed Tharp) to review the ordinance to see if a different rate structure 

would be better.  Mr. Norman suggested a commercial rate, an industrial 

rate, and a residential rate.  He definitely thinks we [all customers] 

should pay for what we use on a monthly basis. 

 

Dennis Nelson asked Mr. Norman that at the last meeting, and again at 

tonight’s meeting, he has stated he only wants to pay his fair share.  

Dennis asked, “Are you saying you should pay the City the $71.24 over the 

past three years you’re in the hole?”  Mr. Norman agreed, but he said the 

rest of the people on the spreadsheet distributed owe the City as well 
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and, “We have a huge sewer system out there we should pay for.  How do I 

explain that to the IRS?”  George Chancellor responded you tell the IRS, 

“This was my bill, this is what I paid, and that is all you can deduct.  

You do not need to explain how the City calculates its rates.” 

 

Kelly Smith explained the website information states the same as the 

resolution the Council passed, which explains average winter water usage 

does not include water used that does not get treated by the wastewater 

system.  Susan Swimley stated, “Mr. Norman, we are not going to be able to 

appease you tonight with your request.  The point has been made you are 

unhappy with the way the City charges your sewer rate.” 

 

There was no action taken on Mr. Norman’s request for using an alternate 

four months for his sewer rate per Ordinance #9-4-1. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Discussion and Decision Regarding Funding a Portion of the Annual Northern 

Rocky Mountain Economic Development Membership Fee, up to $1,000 

Mike Hedegaard introduced himself and reported last year First Community 

Bank paid $1,000 of the $2,000 membership fee for a town our size.  First 

Community Bank has offered to match this again if the City pays the other 

half. 

 

Mr. Hedegaard stated the NRMEDD held two sensing meetings here in Three 

Forks last year, one which was very under attended because it competed 

with rodeo weekend.  The first meeting, the community clearly emphasized 

it missed its newspaper and wants one back.  NRMEDD started discussions 

with the Madisonian who were invited to a luncheon here in Three Forks.  

22 business representatives of Three Forks were in attendance.  The 

Madisonian decided not to move forward with covering Three Forks at this 

time but is still open to the discussion in the future. 

 

Another meeting held had about 10 members of the community to discuss Main 

Street aesthetic improvements.  Chris Naumann from Bozeman attended and 

talked about the little things you can do to leverage the State to grow 

your community and beautify your downtown.  The District has worked with 

the community here to bring people to the large companies in the Gallatin 

Valley so smaller businesses could learn things like business development 

or hiring new employees.  We have discussed expansion needs for growing 

businesses here in Three Forks.  NRMEDD does economic impact studies for 

non-profits.  Northwestern Energy (N.W.E.) can help fund impact studies, 
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so if we know of non-profits here in Three Forks wishing to have an 

economic impact study performed N.W.E. can help out. 

 

The District will be hosting an event at the Emerson in Bozeman on June 

20, 2018.  Tickets are $20 and RSVP must be done by June 13
th
.  He ended by 

requesting the City Council to continue funding this membership. 

 

The Mayor said there are indirect and direct benefits of being a member of 

Northern Rocky Mountain Economic Development District, and he believes our 

community has seen both. 

 

Councilman Townsend said he would make the motion that we participate with 

First Community Bank and pay $1,000 to the Northern Rocky Mountain 

Economic Development Board.  Councilwoman Whitesitt seconded the motion.  

There was neither Council nor public discussion/comments. 

Motion Passed Unanimously. 

 

Dennis Nelson urged Mike Hedgaard to contact Dave and Julie Tudor of 

Whitetail Ranch as they are a new non-profit and may need help with 

economic impact studies. 

 

Fair Board Request for Kansas Street Closure for Several Fairground Events 

(June 15-16, 29-30, July 3-4, 13-14,  27-28, August 3-4, 17-18, August 31-

September 1, September 21-22) (Kelly Bugland) 

Kelly Bugland explained the Three Forks Rodeo Arena previously requested 

the close Kansas Street on behalf of the Middle & High School Rodeo.  This 

was much safer for the participants. 

 

However, there are many times the arena is rented out which should also be 

requested to be closed for safety purposes.  She explained there was 

miscommunication between the Mayor, Street Superintendent, the Three Forks 

Rodeo Arena Board and City Hall regarding the last street closure.  The 

Board felt it should come to the Council and share its entire reservation 

calendar. 

 

Mayor Hamilton asked Kelly what the times of closure would be.  Kelly 

Bugland replied most events would only be during the event, however July 

3-4 and July 13-14 will be all day closures. 

 

Deb Mickelberry asked if the City has received any complaints about street 

closures.  Kelly Smith responded no, but felt it would be a good idea to 

have the scheduled closures posted as the residents living around the 
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Fairgrounds may not know.  She also requested the Board tell the event 

people to not park campers and trucks/trailers on the Headwaters Trail.  

Kelly Bugland said they have and will continue to educate their event 

people. 

 

Councilman Chancellor made a motion to allow the Fair Board to close 

Kansas Street on the dates listed on the agenda.  Councilman Tharp 

seconded the motion.  The Mayor repeated the dates into the agenda.  There 

was neither Council nor public discussion/comments. 

Motion Passed 5:0:1.  Councilman Townsend abstained since he serves on the 

Fair Board (Three Forks Rodeo Arena Board) 

 

Board Appointments: 

a) Three Forks Rodeo Arena 

Mayor Hamilton read the board appointment memo into the record. 

 

Councilman Nelson made a motion that we accept the Casey Elmose and Adam 

Miller’s reconsidered appointments and their applications and we reappoint 

them to the Board.  Councilman Tharp seconded the motion.  There was 

neither Council nor public discussion/comments. 

Motion Passed 5:0:1.  Councilman Townsend abstained since he serves on the 

Fair Board (Three Forks Rodeo Arena Board) 

 

b) Zoning & Planning 

Mayor Hamilton read the board appointment memo into the record.  Since 

both applicants were present the Mayor asked if either would like to speak 

to the Council about themselves and their experience. 

 

Matt Bugland introduced himself and explained he has returned from being 

in the military 20 years.  He currently operates a property management 

company with his wife, and it trying to be more involved in the community 

including joining the VFW and the American Legion.  He is originally from 

Willow Creek.  He has asked in multiple meetings throughout town what the 

strategic plan is for Three Forks.  Matt’s experience in local government 

boards is minimal but with federal boards it is extensive.  He has sat on 

multiple promotion boards, fielding boards, and at times provided input to 

changing national policy. 

 

Erin Schattauer introduced herself and said she has been a member of 

Gallatin County for 10 years.  They moved to Three Forks last year after 

they had their son, Jack.  For the past 10 years she has worked as a 

journalist in print, broadcast and radio in governmental affairs and has 
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not been able to serve on any boards because of a conflict of interest.  

She has been an active volunteer at Haven and the YMCA.  Her interest in 

this position is that she believes we need a plan moving forward to allow 

the city to grow, to plan for a future that is right for us.  She wants to 

serve her community and would be happy to answer any questions. 

 

Gene Townsend asked Matt Bugland, does he feel there could be conflicts 

along the way with he and his wife owning and/or managing 50 properties.  

Matt believed there could be a conflict, but as Gene demonstrated tonight 

he knows he could provide input and abstain a vote. 

 

Gene Townsend asked Erin Schattauer since she is from the “outside Three 

Forks” and only been here one year, what would she like to see happen in 

Three Forks?  Erin answered she served as reported on law enforcement 

cases in Three Forks and she is familiar with this community.  She would 

like to see smart growth planning and did not claim she has all the 

answers.  However, she would ask members of the community what they each 

wished to see for this community, and build from there. 

 

Dennis Nelson asked Matt Bugland if he could honestly say he would have no 

problems whatsoever that he could recuse himself.  Matt answered yes, 

there have been many buildings and styles in town that he does not feel 

are the right direction for Three Forks.  He does not believe every vacant 

lot should just have a trailer on it, but a well thought out variety of 

housing options from single-family to multi-family options. 

 

Gene directed to Erin, then Matt, a question regarding the growth 

throughout the Gallatin Valley over the past two decades.  Gallatin Valley 

has some of the richest topsoil in all of Montana and we are [essentially] 

covering it up with blacktop.  Gene feels we need to get together with the 

neighboring communities and counties to discuss growing.  In Three Forks, 

because of the floodplain we have to utilize ground here in the city 

limits that was previously overlooked.  Land in Broadwater County and 

Jefferson County is being developed and still impacts the city resources.  

How do you each feel about that? 

 

Erin replied she believes we need to work with Gallatin County and the 

surrounding communities and grow smart together.  We will not stop growth, 

but Bozeman’s is growing is ridiculous.  Erin sees intelligent growth can 

be accomplished via infilling without expanding outward.  There are a lot 

of vacant lots on Main Street, and some within the residential areas that 

could be infilled. 
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Matt agreed with Erin’s comment.  He discussed the floodplain requirements 

and ordinances that are not touched upon like folks living in RVs on lots 

rather than building a home.  This is not what we want to see for Three 

Forks’ growth vision.  He envisions well-built homes in hopes of bringing 

professionals to Three Forks to live even if they drive to jobs in 

Bozeman.  He hopes to see those commercial areas fill up with jobs to 

bring in those professionals.  He does not know what the City’s goal for 

our strategic vision and goal is and would like to be considered on a 

board to help define them. 

 

Teri Whitesitt contacted all six references provided by Erin and Matt and 

asked each of them the same questions.  She asked each reference to state 

strengths and weaknesses of the candidate, and if the applicant would have 

difficulty recusing him- or herself on specific decisions if on a board.  

Both applicants came very highly recommended by all their references. 

 

Erin Schattauer’s references all stated they believed Erin to be able to 

recuse herself without a doubt. 

 

For Mr. Bugland, one reference stated they thought Mr. Bugland may have 

difficulty filtering certain comments as well as owning so many properties 

in town may be a conflict.  One reference actually believed Mr. Bugland 

would not be able to recuse himself from a vote. 

 

Councilman Chancellor made a motion to appoint Matt Bugland to the Zoning 

& Planning Board…  Councilwoman Mickelberry seconded the motion.  There 

was no discussion. 

Motion Failed 2:4 – Gene Townsend, Ed Tharp, Dennis Nelson and Teri 

Whitesitt opposed. 

 

Councilwoman Whitesitt moved to approve Erin Schattauer for the position 

on the Zoning & Planning committee.  Councilman Nelson seconded the 

motion.  There was no discussion. 

Motion Passed Unanimously. 

 

Mayor Hamilton said it was a difficult decision, but what a wonderful 

opportunity to have more than one great candidate. Gene Townsend agreed. 

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS/CONCERNS (not on the agenda) 

There was no public comment. 
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MAYOR & COUNCIL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Gene Townsend reported the fishing dock has been installed, albeit with a 

little vandalism after the first day.  The company who made, delivered, 

and set up the dock called Gene afterwards and complimented our city crew 

for all its help and hard work.  It was “heck of a gift” for us to 

receive. 

 

He took the liberty to remodel Sacajawea Park a little bit.  He and his 

wife removed the overgrown flower beds, laid weed barrier, and paid 

Wagner’s nursery to plant some shrubs and lay landscaping rock.  They have 

had the Sacajawea statue cleaned and polished as well.  He and Pat have 

also planted the flowers in the “Welcome to Three Forks” sign and got the 

sprinklers installed in grass area of Milwaukee Park which did not have 

sprinklers down on that end yet. 

 

Mayor Hamilton thanked Carter Prentice and Sean Gifford for diving and 

recovering the ladders which were the vandalism Gene alluded to earlier.  

Also, John Jennings is a high school senior, was the winner for the 

Montana legion scholarship and he will go compete in Washington D.C.  

Congratulations John! 

 

The Mayor also handed the May 24, 2018, draft Zoning & Planning minutes to 

the Ordinance Committee asking them to meet to consider the Zoning & 

Planning Board’s request for a definition and guidance on short-term 

rentals like Air BnB.  Susan Swimley encouraged the Ordinance Committee to 

invite Ralph Johnson to attend the meeting once scheduled. 

 

 

AGENDA ITEMS FOR NEXT COUNCIL MEETING: 6/26/2018 

 Approval of Rudd & Company’s FY16/17 Audit Report 

 Three Forks Ambulance District Request to Close E. Hickory from 

12:00PM to 2:00PM on July 14
th
, 2018, During the Appreciation Lunch to 

Accommodate the Landing of a Reach Lifeflight Helicopter (Barbara 

Mutter) 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mayor Hamilton asked if there was any other item to come before the 

Council tonight and if not for a motion to adjourn.  Councilman Nelson “so 
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moved” to adjourn.  Councilman Tharp seconded the motion.  There was no 

public comment.    

Motion Passed Unanimously. (8:51 P.M.) 

 

 

 

               

Steven B. Hamilton, Mayor    Crystal Turner, City Clerk 


